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JOSHUA  WYMAN  WELLMAN. 

Vice  President  of  this  Society  from  its  incorporation. 


Joshua  Wyman  Wellman  was  born  November  28, 
1821,  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  and  died  in  Maiden, 
September  28,  1915.  His  father,  Deacon  James  Ripley 
Wellman,  owned  a  farm  on  the  hills  some  miles  back  from 
the  Connecticut  river,  and  on  this  farm  the  son  was  born 
and  grew  to  manhood.  By  hard  work  on  the  farm  he 
gathered  strength  of  body  and  mind.  He  never  lost  his 
liking  for  farm  life  and  all  its  beauties.  He  loved  animals 
and  was  indignant  at  cruelty  to  them.  The  memory  of 
brooks,  fields,  and  hills  was  always  a  delight  to  him  and 
often  in  his  last  days  at  the  mention  of  Ascutney  or  Croy- 
den  Mountain,  his  face  would  brighten. 

The  father,  James  Ripley  Wellman,  was  the  grandson 
of  Reverend  James  Wellman,  the  first  minister  in  Cornish. 
Reverend  James  Wellman,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1744 
and  was  the  son  of  Abraham  Wellman,  who  died  at  the 
siege  of  Louisberg,  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia.  Abraham 
Wellman,  was  the  grandson  of  Thomas  Wellman,  who 
settled  in  what  is  now  Lynnfield,  Massachusetts,  about 
1640. 

Through  his  mother,  Phebe  Wyman  Wellman,  Joshua 
Wyman  Wellman,  was  descended  from  Francis  Wyman, 
Ezekiel  Richardson  and  Samuel  Richardson,  all  early 
settlers  of  Woburn,  Massachusetts. 

Through  his  grandmother,  Alethea  (Ripley)  Well- 
man,  he  was  descended  from  Governor  Bradford  and  Elder 
William  Brewster  of  Plymouth.     William  Ripley,  the 
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father  of  his  grandmother,  Alethea  Ripley,  was  a  sergeant 
in  Stark's  Brigade  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

As  a  boy,  he  attended  the  public  schools  in  Cornish 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  fitted  for  college  at  Kim- 
ball Union  Academy,  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  1846,  giving  the  Latin  Oration  at  his  commencement. 

He  was  a  member  of  Kappa,  Kappa,  Kappa,  and 
Phi  Beta  Kappa. 

Among  his  classmates  were  George  T.  Angell  of 
Boston,  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Ayer  of  Chicago,  Dr.  J.  Whitney 
Barstow  of  New  York,  Judge  Isaac  W.  Smith  of  Man- 
chester, New  Hampshire,  Hon.  Moses  T.  Stevens  of 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  Rev.  Alonzo  H.  Quint,  D.  D. 
of  Boston.  His  college  ties  were  strong  and  he  was  always 
a  loyal  son  of  Dartmouth.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  one  of  the  oldest  living  graduates.  In  the  winter  of 
1838,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Wellman  taught  school 
in  Hartford,  Vermont,  and  later  during  his  college  course, 
in  Upton  and  East  Randolph,  Massachusetts.  From  1846- 
1849  he  taught  a  part  of  each  year  in  Kimball  Union 
Academy  and  in  1847  was  principal  of  the  Academy  in 
Rochester,  Massachusetts. 

Entering  Andover  Theological  Seminary  in  1847,  he 
graduated  in  1850,  and  during  the  year  following  was  a 
resident  licentiate.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Suffolk  North  Association  in  Boston,  April  9,  1850. 

He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  and  installed  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  in  Derry,  New  Hampshire,  June  18, 
185 1,  where  he  remained  five  years.  He  was  installed 
pastor  of  the  Eliot  church,  Newton,  Massachusetts,  June 
11,  1856,  and  was  dismissed  October  23,  1873.  March  25, 
1874,  he  became  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ,  in 
Maiden,  from  which  position  he  retired  May  6,  1883.  He 
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never  again  was  settled,  but  continued  to  preach  in  various 
parts  of  New  England  for  many  years.  He  resided  in 
Maiden  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  spring  of  1862  he  went  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Dr.  Alfred  Hitchcock  of  Fitchburg,  a  member  of  Governor 
Andrew's  Council,  to  the  scene  of  conflict  in  the  South. 
They  visited  Fortress  Monroe,  Yorktown,  were  at  the 
headquarters  of  General  McClellan,  and  saw  much  of  the 
horrors  of  war.  Dr.  Hitchcock,  being  a  noted  surgeon, 
worked  in  the  hospitals,  where  there  was  at  the  time  great 
need  of  skillful  surgeons,  and  Mr.  Wellman  assisted  him. 
While  with  the  army,  Mr.  Wellman  was  shocked  to  learn 
that  the  son  of  an  intimate  friend  and  member  of  his  church 
in  Newton,  for  whom  he  was  inquiring,  had  just  been 
killed  in  battle.  Mr.  Wellman  returned  to  Xewton  and 
conducted  the  funeral  services  of  the  young  soldier  in 
Eliot  church. 

All  these  experiences  made  a  deep  impression  on  Mr. 
Wellman,  and  not  long  after  his  return  he  preached  a  war 
sermon  on  the  subject  "  Our  Nation  Under  the  Government 
of  God."'  This  sermon  excited  much  criticism,  the 
preacher  was  bitterlv  attacked  and  threats  were  made  that 
he  must  leave  his  pulpit.  In  the  sermon  slavery  was 
opposed,  but  the  position  was  taken  that  whatever  one's 
views  as  to  slavery  might  be,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  loyal 
citizen  to  rally  to  save  the  country  and  to  this  end  arming 
the  slaves  was  urged.  The  larger  part  of  the  congrega- 
tion soon  came  to  the  support  of  their  pastor  in  his  patriotic 
work,  and  twentv-seven  young  men  from  the  parish 
enlisted  in  the  army. 

During  Mr.  Wellman's  Newton  pastorate,  Eliot  church 
grew  to  be  large  and  prominent  and  a  new  meetinghouse 
was  erected. 
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Mr.  Wellman  was  a  lover  of  books.  He  took  a  deep 
interest  in  establishing  the  Newton  Public  Library  and 
made  an  address  when  the  library  building  was  opened.- 
After  coming;  to  reside  in  Maiden  he  became  interested  in 
the  Maiden  Public  Library  and  took  part  in  the  exercises 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Converse  Memorial  Building. 

At  Maiden  Dr.  Wellman  became  pastor  of  an  old  his- 
toric church  which  had  numbered  among  its  preachers 
many  noted  men,  including  Marmaduke  Matthews,  Michael 
Wigglesworth,  author  of  ''The  Day  of  Doom,''  Adoniram 
Judson,  Sr.,  Alexander  W.  McClure  and  others.  During 
his  ministry  in  Maiden  the  church  was  built  up  in  every 
way  and  he  left  it  a  strong  and  working  organization. 

Dr.  Wellman  was  a  delegate  to  the  famous  Council 
called  by  Plvmouth  Church,  Brooklyn.  X.  Y.  in  February, 
1S76.  This  Council  took  up  the  charges  which  had  been 
made  against  Henrv  Ward  Beecher,  found  that  they  had 
not  been  sustained  by  proof  and  that  therefore  Beecher 
must  be  held  innocent.  Dr.  Wellman  took  a  prominent  part 
in  this  Council.  While  he  did  not  agree  in  all  respects 
with  Beecher's  views  as  to  theology  and  many  other  matters, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  these  questions  were  not  in  issue,  and 
that  Beecher  was  entitled  to  be  judged  on  the  evidence  as 
to  his  guilt  or  innocence.  Dr.  Wellman  considered  care- 
fully all  the  evidence  presented,  and  even  sought  informa- 
tion wherever  he  could  get  it,  with  the  result  that  the  rind- 
ing of  the  Council  met  his  hearty  approval.  In  a  speech 
at  the  close  of  the  Council  Dr.  Wellman  said  "  I  believe 
the  time  is  coming  and  coming  soon  when  this  scandal  and 
all  these  misrepresentations  and  suspicions  will  be  swept 
away  and  this  pastor  will  be  left  free  to  work  and  toil  here 
in  joy  and  hope."'  For  the  stand  he  took  in  this  matter 
Dr.  Wellman  was  severely  criticised  both  in  the  public 
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press  and  in  private  conversation.  Some  of  his  best  friends 
felt  that  he  had  made  a  serious  mistake,  but  time  has  fully 
justified  his  views.  He  lived  to  see  Beecher  greatly  hon- 
ored and  those  who  attacked  him  well  nigh  forgotten. 

Dr.  Wellman  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  Phillips 
Academy,  Andover,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
Andover  Theological  Seminary.  There  came  to  be  a 
feeling  that  the  teaching  in  the  Seminary  was  not  in  accord 
with  the  provisions  of  some  of  the  deeds  of  gift.  In  this 
feeling  Dr.  Wellman  shared.  Complaint  was  made  to  the 
Board  of  Visitors,  who  after  lengthy  hearings  removed 
one  of  the  professors  from  his  office.  On  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  however,  the  removal  was  held  to  be  void 
(Chief  Justice  Field  dissenting)  because  the  visitors  had 
not  complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  law  in  conducting 
their  hearings.  The  fundamental  proposition  for  which 
Dr.  Wellman  contended  in  the  Andover  case  was  that 
where  funds  are  left  in  trust  for -specified  charitable  pur- 
poses those  purposes  should  be  strictly  carried  out,  and  it  is 
not  for  trustees  to  use  funds  committed  to  their  care  con- 
trary to  the  express  directions  of  the  donor,  even  though 
they  feel  that  they  can  improve  on  the  plan  set  forth  in  the 
deed  of  trust. 

During  the  Civil  War  the  sharp  dissension  over  the 
questions  involved,  much  disturbed  the  friendly  relations 
which  had  previously  existed  between  the  Congregational 
clergymen  in  Boston  and  vicinity.  After  the  close  of  the 
war,  Dr.  Wellman  believed  something-  should  be  done  to 
bring  the  ministers  into  more  friendly  relations  and  to  this 
end  he  proposed  a  weekly  ministers'  meeting.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  April  6,  1868,  and  Dr.  Wellman  pre- 
sided. This  was  the  beginning  of  the  ministers'  meetings 
which  have  continued  to  be  held  to  the  present  time. 
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In  1869  Dr.  Wellman  brought  before  the  ministers' 
meeting  the  plan  of  forming  a  Congregational  Club.  The 
meeting  acted  favorably  upon  the  project  and  Dr.  Well- 
man,  with  others,  was  appointed  on  a  committee  which 
later  made  a  report  recommending  the  formation  of  the 
club  and  a  form  of  organization.  Dr.  Wellman  became 
one  of  the  original  members  and  remained  a  member  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  being  the  last  survivor  of  the  original 
members  of  the  club. 

From  his  early  years  Dr.  Wellman  was  much  inter- 
ested in  missions.  This  may  have  partly  come  about 
because  his  great-uncle,  Colonel  James  Ripley,  married  a 
sister  of  Samuel  J.  Mills  (known  as  the  father  of  foreign 
missions  in  iVmerica),  and  Mr.  Wellman  saw  much  of  his 
aunt  during  his  early  life.  He  was  elected  a  corporate 
member  of  the  American  Board  in  1867  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  had  been  longer  a  corporate  member  than  any 
other  person  living. 

Dr.  Wellman  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  inade- 
quacy of  compensation  given  to  many  clergymen  and  the 
need  of  reform  in  this  matter.  He  was  for  a  long  time  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Aid  in  Massachusetts, 
serving  on  its  executive  committee.  He  gave  much  time 
and  thought  to  the  matter  and  made  numerous  addresses 
on  the  subject  of  aid  to  clergymen  and  kindred  topics. 

Dr.  Wellman  believed  one  should  always  be  search- 
ing for  the  truth  with  an  open  mind  and  should  follow 
the  light  wherever  it  led.  He  was  slow  in  forming  an 
opinion,  earnest  and  painstaking  in  seeking  to  get  all  the 
facts  ;  but  when  he  had  reached  a  conclusion  did  not  readily 
change  it.  If  the  matter  seemed  to  be  of  importance  he 
would  make  great  sacrifices  to  uphold  what  he  felt  to  be 
the  right.    Had  he  lived  in  the  days  of  persecution  he 
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would  have  died  a  martyr  rather  than  yield  his  convictions. 
He  felt  that  a  strong  character  was  not  created  in  a  brief 
period  of  excitement,  but  was  the  slow  growth  of  years. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
needful  for  the  salvation  of  sinful  men,  that  the  lasting 
uplift  of  the  world  could  only  come  through  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  men  filled  with  a  passion  for  righteousness 
and  justice,  and  that  such  men  could  only  be  produced 
under  the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion. 

He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Olivet  College 
in  1868  and  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1870. 

He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Congregational  Sunday  School  and  Publishing  Society, 
and  later  a  Trustee.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Education  Society  and  on  his  retirement  from  active 
work  was  made  an  honorary  director  for  life. 

He  wras  a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society,  of  the  Royal  Historical  Society  of 
London,  of  the  General  Theological  Library  in  Boston,  of 
the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association  and  of  the  Winthrop 
Club.  He  was  for  a  time  a  trustee  of  the  Pinkerton 
Academy  in  Derry,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Maiden  Historical  Society,  having  been 
vice  president  from  the  beginning  until  the  time  of  his 
death.    Among  his  published  works  are  the  following: 

1.  Church  Polity  of  the  Pilgrims.  1857. 

2.  Review  of  the  Sabbath  Hymn  Book.  1859. 

3.  The  Organic  Development  of  Christianity  in  the 

Direction  of  Education  and  Learning.  (An 
address  delivered  before  the  Society  for  Pro- 
motion of  Collegiate  and  Theological  Educa- 
tion in  the  West.)  i860. 
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4.  Our  Nation  Under  the  Government  of  God.  (A 

war  sermon  preached  in  Eliot  Church,  New- 
ton.) 1854. 

5.  Christianity  and  Our  Civil  Institutions.  1870. 

6.  Sermon  in  Memory  of  John  C.  Potter.  1870. 

7.  Address  at  the  Opening  of  the  Newton  Free 

Public  Library.  1871. 

8.  Sketch  of   Life  of   Reverend  James  Monroe 

Bacon.  1875. 

9.  A  Sermon  in  Memory  of  Mrs.  Maria  Brigham 

Furber.  1883. 

10.  The  Transcendent  Value  of  the  Christan  Sanc- 

tury.  (A  sermon  preached  at  the  rededication 
of  the  meetinghouse,  First  Church  of  Deny, 
N.  H.)  1885. 

11.  Review  of  Dr.  A.  V.  G.  Allen's  Biography  of 

Jonathan  Edwards.  1890. 

12.  Argument  in  the  Andover  Case,  published  in 

"The  Andover  Case,"  1887. 

13.  "The  Question  at  Issue  in  the  Andover  Case." 

Arguments  by  Rev.  O.  T.  Lamphear  and 
Rev.  Joshua  W.  Wellman,  1893. 

14.  The  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Maiden.  Published 

in  the  History  of  Middlesex  County.  1890. 

15.  Historical  Discourse  delivered  on  the  Two  Hun- 

dred and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  First 
Church  in  Maiden.  1899. 

16.  Origin  and   Early  History  of   Eliot  Church, 

Newton.    A  sermon  preached  in  1870,  pub- 
lished in  1904. 
Dr.  Wellman  was  much  interested  in  the  history  of 
the  Wellman  Family  and  did  much  work  with  a  view  toward 
publishing  such  a  history,  but  was  not  able  to  do  so  before 
his  death. 
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Dr.  Wellman  was  married  October  24,  1854  t0  Ellen 
Maria  Holbrook,  daughter  of  Caleb  Strong  Holbrook  and 
Prudence  (Durfee)  Holbrook  of  East  Randolph,  now 
Holbrook,  Massachusetts.  There  were  four  children ; 
Arthur  H.  Wellman,  Ellen  H.  Wellman  (Mrs.  Robert  C. 
King),  now  living,  and  Edward  W.  Wellman  and  Annie 
Durfee  Wellman,  deceased. 
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THE  OLD  HILL  TAVERN  AND  ITS  OCCUPANTS 

By  George  Walter  Chamberlain,  M.  S. 


Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Emeline  M.  Sprague  I 
am  permitted  to  use  the  following  materials  which  were 
originally  prepared  for  her. 

On  Friday  27,  November,  1914,  there  was  demolished 
the  oldest  house  which  has  recently  stood  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  City  of  Maiden.  From  1857  to  1914 
it  stood  just  south  of  the  City  Hall  on  Irving  street  and  was 
known  to  a  former  generation  as  the  Hill  Tavern.  It  was 
originally  located  on  the  site  of  the  City  Hall  where  it  stood 
from  about  1725  to  1857.  In  the  latter  year  it  was  removed 
from  its  original  site  to  Irving  street  to  make  room  for  the 
new  Town  Hall  then  about  to  be  erected  in  Maiden  Square. 
Through  almost  two  centuries  it  stood  and  during  the  first 
century  of  its  existence  it  was  the  best  known  landmark  in 
town,  except  the  Bell  Rock  Meeting  House,  standing  near 
the  center  of  the  ancient  township.  Its  history  is  asso- 
ciated with  the  very  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  Maiden. 

Abraham  Hill,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  appeared  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Charlestown  as  early  as  1636.  He 
united  with  the  First  Church  of  Charlestown,  3  June,  1639. 
In  1638  the  Charlestown  proprietors  granted  him  five  lots 
of  land,  one  of  which  was  situated  "  in  mistick  feilde," 
which  later  formed  a  part  of  the  town  of  Maiden.  About 
1646  he  removed  from  his  first  home  which  was  on  the 
"  south  side  of  mill  hill  "  between  "  crookede  lane  "  and 
"  midle  streete"  in  Charlestown  to  Maiden.    His  Maiden 
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house  he  erected  on  or  near  where  the  City  Hall  now  stands, 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Great  road  (Main  street)  near 
its  junction  with  the  Medford  road  (Pleasant  street),  then 
called  "the  way  to  Coytmore's  mill."  (Corey's  History  of 
Maiden,  117.) 

His  farm  extended  from  Pemberton's  brook  along  the 
southerly  side  of  the  Great  road  to  the  Salem  road  —  from 
Main  street  to  Salem  street.  Pemberton's  brook  still  runs 
along  the  Saugus  Branch  of  the  Boston  and  Maine  Rail- 
road. On  the  northwest  side  from  his  house  Three  Mile 
brook  crossed  the  way  to  the  mill  and  at  this  point  in 
Pleasant  street  there  was  early  erected  a  rude  bridge  called 
Hill's  bridge.  On  the  bank  of  Three  Mile  brook  near 
where  the  present  Police  Station  stands,  Thomas  Coyt- 
more  erected  a  corn-mill  prior  to  27  August,  1641. 

Abraham  Hill  rented  and  was  the  keeper  of  this  mill 
from  1646  to  1656  or  longer.  Down  from  the  mill-pond 
(now  Coytmore  Lea)  through  a  wooden  sluce-way  the 
waters  were  taken  to  grind  the  wheat  and  corn  of  all  of  the 
inhabitants  who  dwelt  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mystic 
between  Pullen  Point  and  the  northern  bounds  of  Reading. 
Out  of  each  bushel  of  grain  he  took  his  toll  for  grinding. 

At  length  the  town  "being  destitute  of  an  Ordinarie 
Keeper"  the  Court  "licensed  him  to  keep  an  Ordinarie  in 
Maiden,"  23  June,  1657,  and  he  and  his  widow  Sarah 
appear  to  have  continued  to  keep  Hill's  Ordinary  from  1657 
to  1679  —  a  period  of  about  twenty-two  years. 

According  to  his  deposition  he  was  born  about  1605, 
undoubtedly  in  England  and  he  appears  to  have  been  very 
closely  associated  both  in  Charlestown  and  in  Maiden  with 
Thomas  Coytmore  and  his  wife  Martha. 

Mr.  Hill  died  in  Maiden,  13  February  1669/70,  aged 
about  65  years.     He  married  about  1639,  Sarah  Long 
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daughter  of  Robert  Long  of  Charlestown  and  she  survived 
him.  In  1705  Nathaniel  Ball  testified  that  he  had  lived 
with  Abraham  Hill  at  the  mill  fifty-nine  years  before, 
which  indicates  that  Mr.  Hill  was  keeper  of  the  Coy'tmore 
mill  in  Maiden  as  early  as  1646.  (Wyman's  Charlestown 
Families). 

In  1664  Abraham  Hill  obtained  letters  patent  for  K  a 
new  way  of  making  of  a  gun  or  pistoll,  the  breech  whereof 
rises  upon  a  hindge  by  a  contrivance  of  a  motion  from 
under  it,  by  which  it  is  also  let  downe  againe  and  bolted 
fast  by  one  and  the  same  motion."  (New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register,  33:351.)  It  appears 
that  in  1664  there  was  only  the  Maiden  Abraham  Hill 
living  in  New  England  but  whether  the  inventor  lived  in 
Maiden  or  in  Old  England  is  a  matter  for  further  investi- 
gation. 

Among  the  first  English  children  to  play  about  Maiden 
Square  over  two  and  half  centuries  ago  were  the  following 
children  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Long)  Hill : 

I.    Ruth  Hill,  b.  2  June  1640;  m.  7  Oct.  1659,  at 
Maiden,  William  Augur  (Eager). 
2.    II.    Isaac    Hill,  b.   29  Oct.   1641  ;  bapt.   at  the 
Charlestown  First  Church,  31  Oct.  1641. 

III.  Abraham  Hill,  Jr.,  b.  1  Oct.  1643. 

IV.  Zachary  Hill. 

V.  Sarah  Hill,  b.  19  Aug.  1647  ;  d.  —  Oct.  1649. 

VI.  Sarah  Hill,  b.  — Oct.  1649,  in  Maiden. 

VII.  Mary  Hill,  b.  May  1652,  in  Maiden. 

VIII.  Jacob  Hill,  b.  —  March  1656/7,  in  Maiden. 

2.  Isaac  Hill  (Abraham1)  was  b.  29  Oct.  1641 ;  d. 
in  Maiden,  prior  to  23  Feb.  1720/1.  He  m.  (1)  at  Maiden, 
—  June   1666,   Hannah  Hayward    (Haward,  Howard) 
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daughter  of  Samuel  Hayward  (Howard)  of  Maiden.  He 
removed  to  Cambridge  where  his  wife  d.  25  April  1679. 
He  m.  (2)  12  Jan.  1679/80,  Sarah  Bicknell  (Bicknal). 
He  returned  to  Maiden  about  1682  and  was  living  here  in 
1704,  when  he  and  his  brother  made  a  deposition  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Isaac  Hill  of  maiden  Aged  about  sixty-three  yeeres 
and  Abraham  hill  about  sixty-one  Testifieth  and  saith  y* 
their  father  Abraham  Hill  was  tennent  and  keeper  of  ye 
corn-mill  in  maiden  formerly  belonging  to  mr  Thomas 
Coitmore  at  ye  time  of  mr  John  Coggains  marrige  with  ye 
widdow  wintrope  formerly  ye  widdow  Coitmore.  And  yl 
after  said  Coggins  marria  :  wth  sd  wido  :  he  ye  sd  Abraham 
Hill  continued  Tennant  in  possession  of  said  mill :  In 
•right  of  said  Coggan  for  sundrey  yeeres — and  paid  ye 
rent  to  said  Coggan  :  but  ye  mill-pond  in  Maiden  beeing 
neer  half  a  mile  distance  from  ye  mill  and  considering  ye 
grate  charge  in  maintaining  of  troues  and  frams  to  bare  ye 
troues  over  a  thurt  ye  Streeme  to  carry  ye  water  ouer  ye 
land  doun  to  ye  sd  mill :  The  sd  Coggain  Altred  and 
Remoued  ye  said  mill  further  up  ye  streeme  neere  to  ye  sd 
mill-pond  [Coytmore  Lea] .  And  after  sd  mill  was  remoued 
The  same  was  still  Improued  .and  possessed  by  said 
Coggan:  and  his  sucessers,"  etc.     (Corey,  87). 

The  marriage  of  John  Coggan  to  Mrs.  Martha  (Coyt- 
more) Winthrop  occurred  in  Boston,  10  March  165 1/2  and 
Mr.  Coggan  died  27  April  1658,  which  approximately 
indicates  the  period  of  Abraham  Hill's  service  as  keeper  of 
the  mill  and  of  its  removal  to  the  site  of  the  Maiden  Dye 
House. 

"  At  a  meeting  at  Isak  hills  of  the  Selectmen  and  com- 
missioner" 30  Aug.  1684,  it  was  reported  that  "expenses 
about  the  bell  taking  downe  and  hanging  up  2  shillings 
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and  4  pence"  had  been  incurred.  (Ibid.  206).  "At  a 
Meeting  of  ye  selectmen  at  Isaac  Hills  ye  19  January 
1693/4,  It  is  ordered  y*  one  Wensday  next  which  is  ye  .24 
of  this  Instant  Janeuary  shall  be  the  day  for  all  ye  Inhab- 
itants of  this  Town  to  cut  an  carry  firewood  for  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  "  (Ibid.  286).  He  was  made  a  freeman  22 
March  1689/90.  He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  and  free- 
holders who  shared  in  the  allotment  of  3,500  acres  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town.  (Ibid.  377).  Much  of  the  town 
business  was  transacted  at  the  Hill  ordinary  for  many  years. 

He  was  a  trooper  in  the  Middlesex  Militia  when  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  was  Governor  in  1681  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Foot  Company  in  1689.  He  was  appointed  on 
various  committees  to  act  for  the  town  in  1691,  1693  and 
1695,  and  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  lay  out  a  high 
way  on  the  west  side  of  the  Three  Mile  Brook  Meadows 
and  beyond  Wayte's  Mount  in  1695.  He  was  one  of  the 
proprietors  and  freeholders  for  the  allotment  of  land  in 
1695  also.  In  1705  the  selectmen  petitioned  "for  the 
hanging  of  a  Gate  neer  the  pound  of  Isaac  Hills."  Two 
years  later  the  town  authorized  the  selectmen  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Hill  for  entertaining  ministers  for  time  past.  From 
1681  to  1698  the  town  allowed  him  to  keep  an  "  ordarye." 
In  171 1  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  at  the  Court 
of  Sessions  of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  representative  to  the 
General  Court  in  1698.    (Corey's  History  of  Maiden,  669.) 

In  his  chapter  on  an  Historic  Corner  published  in 
"  Days  and  Ways  in  Old  Boston,"  Walter  Kendall  Watkins 
says  that  Hezekiah  Usher,  son  of  the  first  bookseller  of  the 
colony,  "while  on  a  journey  in  the  winter  of  1696/7  "  fell 
from  his  horse  in  the  town  of  Maiden  and  was  taken  to  the 
tavern  of  Isaac  Hill  in  an  injured  condition."  So  the  old 
tavern  sheltered  the  sick  and  the  afflicted  as  well  as  the 
weary  traveller  of  "  ye  olden  tymes." 
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Children  by  wife  Hannah  : 

I.    Isaac  Hill,  Jr.,  b.  — June  1670,  in  Maiden. 
II.    Zachariah  Hill,  m.  at  Maiden  1700,  Judith 
Bucknam. 

III.    Sarah  Hill,  b.  5  Feb.  1677/8,  at  Cambridge. 

Children  by  wife  Sarah  : 
3.     IV.    Moses  Hill,  b.  27  Sept.  1680,  at  Cambridge. 

V.  Thomasin  Hill,  b.  11  Dec.  1685,  at  Maiden; 

m.  at  Maiden,  23  Nov.  1703,  Phineas 
Upham  of  Maiden. 

VI.  Abraham  Hill,  b.  22  March  1687/8,  at  Mai- 

den. 

VII.    Isaac  Hill,  Jr.,  b.  1  Dec.  1693,  at  Maiden. 

3.  Moses  Hill  (Isaac2,  Abraham1)  was  born  in 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  Sept.  27,  1680;  died  at  Maiden,  July 
21,  1743.   He  m.  at  Maiden,  Dec.  1,  1708,  Sarah  Parker. 

Mr.  Hill  was  an  early  schoolmaster  and  subsequently 
a  farmer  in  Maiden.  At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen  of 
Maiden  held  June  3,  1710,  "Moses  Hill  is  chose  a  school- 
master for  ye  yeer  insuing  and  he  excepts  [accepts]  and 
will  serve  for  ye  benefit  of  ye  scholars."  One  month  later 
the  Court  ordered  that  as  the  town  had  no  latin  grammar 
school  it  should  provide  "  a  good  able  sufficient  school- 
master to  teach  their  children  to  write  and  Read."  This 
was  no  reflection  upon  Mr.  Hill,  but  illustrates  the  poverty 
of  the  New  England  of  that  period.  In  1727  Mr.  Hill 
was  chosen  a  member  of  a  Committee  to  set  off  certain 
families  from  Maiden  to  Reading  (the  part  of  which  is  now 
Wakefield  called  Greenwood)  and  in  1737  he  was  chosen 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures.  He  owned  the  property 
east  of  Main  and  south  of  Salem  streets,  and  at  his  death, 
the  Hill  Tavern,  which  he  undoubtedly  constructed,  passed 
into  the  possession  of  his  son  Isaac  Hill,  the  younger. 
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Children  all  born  in  Maiden  : 

I.    Jacob  Hill,  b.  9  Aug.,  1710. 
II.    Tabitha  Hill,  b.  13  July,  1712. 

III.  Sarah  Hill,  b.  4  Dec,  1714. 

IV.  John  Hill,  b.  10  June,  1718. 

4.       V.    Isaac  Hill,  b.  30  March,  1723. 

4.  Isaac  Hill  (Moses3  Isaac2  Abraham1)  was  born 
at  Maiden,  30  March,  1723;  died  there,  22  June,  1764, 
aged  forty-one  years.  He  m.  at  Framingham,  Mass., 
29  Dec.,  1743,  Sarah  Haven  of  Framingham,  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Lydia  (Whitney)  Haven  of  Framingham 
where  she  was  born  11  Sept.,  17 19.  She  m.  (2)  13  Feb., 
1765,  James  Kettell  of  Charlestown,  Mass.  She  was  his 
second  wife  and  d.  at  Charlestown,  17  Dec,  i774.(Wyman, 
Charleston,  583.) 

He  was  chosen  "Dear  reve  "  (a  town  officer  to  pre- 
serve the  wild  deer)  of  Maiden  in  1747/8,  He  served  the 
First  Parish  as  clerk  in  1757  and  1758.  Since  the  early 
church  records  of  Maiden  are  not  preserved,  we  cannot 
tell  how  long  he  served  the  First  Parish  as  its  clerk.  As 
landlord  of  the  Hill  Tavern  he  was  a  popular  and  a  well 
known  citizen  of  colonial  days. 

After  Mr.  Hill's  death  his  widow  joined  her  fortunes 
with  James  Kettell  of  Charlestown.  Mr.  Kettell  became 
the  new  landlord  of  the  Hill  Tavern,  and  he  displayed  the 
sign  of  the  "Rising  Eagle"  —  prophetic  and  patriotic  — 
on  the  ancient  tavern.  Here,  on  3  Nov.,  1766,  John 
Adams  dined  as  the  following  extract  from  his  diary  shows  : 

"  1766  Monday  Nov.  3d.  Sett  off  with  my  wife  for 
Salem.  Stopped  half  an  hour  at  Boston.  Crossed  the 
Ferry ;  at  three  o'clock  arrived  at  Hill's,  the  tavern  in 
Maiden,  the  sign  of  the  Rising  Eagle  at  the  brook  near 
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Mr.  Emerson's  meeting-house,  five  miles  from  Norwood's 
where  namely  at  Hill's  we  dined.  Here  we  fell  in  com- 
pany with  Kent  and  Sewall.  We  all  oated  at  Martin's 
where  we  found  the  new  Sheriff  of  Essex,  Colonel  Salton- 
stall.  We  all  rode  into  town  [Salem]  together.  Arrived 
at  my  dear  brother  Cranch's  about  eight  and  drank  tea  and 
are  all  very  happy.  Sat  and  heard  the  ladies  talk  about 
ribbon,  catgut  and  Parish  net,  riding-hoods,  cloth,  silk  and 
lace.  Brother  Cranch  came  home  and  a  very  happy 
evening  we  had.  Cranch  is  now  in  a  good  situation  for 
business,  near  the  Court  House  and  Mr.  Barnard's  meeting- 
house and  on  the  road  to  Marblehead  ;  his  house  fronting 
the  wharves,  the  harbor  and  shipping,  has  a  fine  prospect 
before  it." — Diary  of  John  Adams. 

(Hurd's  History  of  Essex  County,  Vol.  I.  ;  LXI1I.) 

Mr.  Adams  dined  at  the  Hill  Tavern  again  on  17  June, 
1771.  After  Mrs.  KettelPs  death,  the  ''Rising  Eagle" 
reverted  to  her  only  son  Charles  Hill,  Sr.,  last  of  the  Hill 
landlords  to  keep  a  house  of  public  entertainment  in 
Maiden. 

Children  born  in  Maiden  : 

I.    Charles  Hill,  b.  5,  April  1746;  d.  there  May 
12,  1749. 

II.  Lydia  Hill,  b.  26  Feb.,  1749/50. 

III.  Elisabeth  Hill,  b.  11  March,  1753. 

IV.  Sarah  Hill,  b.  29  Sept.,  1754. 

5    V.    Charles  Hill,  b.  21  Feb.,  1756. 
VI.    Mercy  Hill,  1  Dec,  1758. 

5.  Charles  Hill,  Sr.  (Isaac4,  Moses3,  Isaac2, 
Abraham1)  was  born  at  Maiden,  21  Feb.,  1756;  d.  there 
29  April,  1804,  aged  forty-eight  years.  He  m.  at  Maiden, 
18  Dec,  1777,  Mary  Wait,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
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Wait.  She  was  born  in  Maiden,  8  Dec,  175 1,  and  d. 
here  17  Sept.,  1826,  according  to  the  church  records. 

He  was  landlord  of  the  Hill  Tavern  from  1777  to 
1804.  The  townspeople  frequently  met  in  Charles  Hill's 
best  room  to  discuss  public  affairs  and  occasionally  they 
met  there  to  transact  the  town  business,  especially  during 
the  period  following  the  Revolutionary  War.  At  a  town 
meeting  held  in  Maiden  on  12  Aug.,  1779,  it  was  ordered 
that  New  England  rum  should  be  nineteen  shillings  a  bowl 
and  West  India  toddy  eighteen  shillings  a  bowl  with  half 
loaf  sugar,  and  sixteen  shillings  with  brown  sugar  ;  and 
tavern  keepers  might  charge  twent}^-four  shillings  for  a 
dinner  "with  two  dishes  —  one  Roast,  one  boyled  and 
suppers  in  proportion  to  the  Dishes."  Lodging  was  fixed 
at  six  shillings.  The  traveler's  horse  should  be  kept  over 
night  with  English  hay  for  eighteen  shillings  and  a  mess 
of  oats  at  noon  would  cost  six  shillings.  The  townsmen 
then  voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  into  Charles  Hill's  west 
room,  which  was  the  famous  house  of  entertainment  in 
Maiden. 

After  Mr.  Hill's  death  his  son  Isaac  Hill  occupied  it 
till  1855.  In  1857  the  town  purchased  the  land  for  a  town 
hall  and  the  ancient  Tavern  was  removed  to  Irving  street. 

Charles  Hill,  Sr.  was  a  tf  minute-man  "  of  Capt.  Benj- 
amin Blaney's  Company  which  went  to  Watertown  on  the 
Lexington  alarm  of  19  April,  1775,  for  which  service  he 
was  allowed  one  shilling,  four  pence,  besides  fees  for 
travelling  thirty-four  miles.  His  company  was  the  fourth 
in  the  first  regiment  of  Middlesex  Militia.  He  also  served 
as  Corporal  of  Capt.  Nailer  Hatch's  Maiden  Company  in 
May,  1775,  in  the  eight  months'  service.  Again,  he  was 
with  Capt.  Benjamin  Blaney  in  the  Point  Shirley  expedi- 
tion in  June  1776.    He  was  allowed  the  state  bounty  on 
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12  June,  1778,  for  one  week's  service  in  the  lines  at  Boston, 
with  Capt.  Stephen  Dana  of  Col.  Mcintosh's  Regiment. 
(Ibid.  818.) 

In  his  excellent  History  of  Maiden,  Mr.  Corey  repro- 
duced his  autograph  on  page  670. 

Charles  Hill,  Jr.  (1778-1850)  erected  in  1812  the 
house  now  (1915)  standing  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Irv- 
ing streets.    It  is  now  used  as  a  harness  shop. 

Children  all  born  in  Maiden  : 
I.    Charles  Hill,  b.  11  Oct.,  1778  ;  d.  26  Aug.,  1850  ; 

aged  72  years,  7  months. 
II.    Isaac  Hill. 

III.  John  Dexter  Hill. 

IV.  Polly  Hill. 

V.    Sally  Hill,  b.  3  Nov.,  1785;  m.  at  Maiden,  17 

Nov.,  1805,  John  Sprague. 
VI.    Lydia  Hill,  b.  7  Jan.,  1790;  d.  29  Sept.,  1792. 
VIII.    Rebecca  Wait  Hill,  b.  7  Dec,  1791  ;  d.  6  April, 
1805,  age  15  years. 
IX.    Patty  Hill,  b.  28  Nov.,  1793. 
X.    Benjamin  Goodwin  Hill,  b.  1  Dec,  1795  ;  second 
post-master  of  Maiden,  under  President  Jack- 
son. 

CALENDAR  OF  HILL  PAPERS. 

From  a  collection  of  Hill  Papers  now  in  possession  of 
the  Maiden  Public  Library  the  following  calendar  was 
made  : 

1786,  Oct.  26.  Deed  from  Charles  Hill,  innholder, 
to  Mercy  Hill,  spinster,  both  of  Maiden,  of  about  four 
acres  M  lying  westerly  from  the  road  leading  to  Penny 
Ferry."  Autographs  of  Charles  Hill,  Mary  Hill,  his  wife, 
Nehemiah  Torrey,  Ezra  Sargeant. 
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1790.  Au_r.  12.  Letter  from  Rebeckah  Wait  :: 
Maiden  to  Miss  Rebeckah  Harris  of  Worcester  contain- 
ing news  relating  to  Maiden. 

1797,  Oct.  11.  Deed  from  Charles  Hill  innholder, 
and  wife  Mary  Hill,  of  Maiden,  to  their  father  Samuel 
Waite  of  Maiden,  tanner,  quitclaim  in  estate.  Autographs  of 
Charles  Hill,  Mary  Hill,  Ezra  Sargeant,  Rebeckah  Wait. 

1800,  Jan.  20.  Deed  from  Ezra  Floyd,  saddletree 
maker,  to  Charles  Hill,  Jun.,  leather  dresser,  all  of  Maiden, 
of  land  in  Maiden.  Autographs  Ezra  Floyd,  Polly  Floyd 
his  wife. 

1804,  March  2 .  Will  of  Charles  Hill  of  Maiden  men- 
tions wife  Mary,  sons  Charles,  Isaac  and  Benjamin  Good- 
win and  daughters  Mary,  Sally,  Lydia,  Rebeccah  Wait 
and  Martha.    Samuel  Wait,  Jr.  of  Maiden  executor. 

1810,  Feb.  27.  Charles  Hill's  account  with  Barrett 
and  Shattuck  from  27  Feb.  1810  to  Dec.  1S11. 

1S10,  June  7.  Agreement  between  William  Barrett 
of  Maiden  and  Mrsht.it  Shattuck  ::  Boston,  siik  elvers, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Barrett  &  Shattuck  and  Charles 
Hill  of  Maiden.  [Probably  the  Maiden  Dye  House  prop- 
erty .] 

1812,  Sept.  15.  Charles  Hill's  account  with  William 
Barrett  from  9  Jan.  1S12  to  15  Sept.  1S12. 

1816,  Dec.  16.  Deed  from  Eberf  Nichols,  Nathan 
Holden,  James  Crane,  Isaac  Emerson  and  Edward  Wade, 
Jr.,  selectmen  of  Maiden,  to  William  H.  Richardson  of 
R  a  lot  a  few  rods  north  of  the  Brick  Meeting  House  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Road,"  lot  No.  3,  w  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Maiden  purchased  of  Isaac  Wyman." 

1819,  Aug.  13.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector  of 
the  north  part  of  Maiden,  by  Ebenr  Nichols.  James  Crane, 
F.  Hall,  Isaac  Emerson,  Henry  Gardiner,  assessors  of 
Maiden. 
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1819,  Oct.  18.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  constable  of 
Maiden,  to  levy  taxes  for  the  Eastern  School  District  by 
James  Crane,  Henry  Gardiner,  F.  Hall,  selectmen  of 
Maiden. 

1820,  April  20.  Order  to  James  Crane,  town  treas- 
urer of  Maiden,  to  pay  to  Mr.  Thomas  Waitt  ten  dollars 
($10.83)  belonging  to  the  Eastern  School  District,  "it 
being  part  pay  for  a  lot  of  land  to  sett  a  school  house  on  in 
sd  District." 

1820,  May  17.  Quitclaim  deed  from  Benjamin  Good- 
win Hill  to  Charles  Hill,  both  of  Maiden,  to  16  acres,  "the 
homestead  of  their  late  father  Charles  Hill  in  the  village 
near  the  meeting  house  with  the  buildings  which  were 
devised  to  our  mother  Mary  Hill."  [City  Hall  property 
and  adjacent  lands]. 

1820,  Sept  11.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector,  to 
levy  taxes  to  pay  Daniel  Sargent,  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, John  Keyes,  county  Treasurer,  Capt.  Nathan 
Nichols,  treasurer  of  the  ministerial  funds  of  Maiden  and 
James  Crane,  treasurer  of  Maiden,  various  sums. 

182 1,  July  12.  Execution  issued  by  Charles  Hill, 
-constable,  to  sell  Elias  Tufts'  real  estate  with  one-half  of 
dwelling  situated  in  southwardly  part  of  Maiden,  bounded 
by  Phillips  Lane,  etc. 

182 1,  Sept.  27.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector 
of  Maiden,  to  levy  taxes  by  Eben  Nichols,  James  Crane, 
Isaac  Stiles,  John  Sargent,  assessors  of  Maiden.  Twenty- 
four  assessed  persons  named  on  reverse  side. 

1822,  Jan  7.  Receipt  from  Sally  J.  Waitt  to  Charles 
Hill  for  "  instructing  Master  Green  from  9  Oct.  up  to  this 
date,  13  weeks  at  12  1/2  c.  per  week  $1.62  1/2  " 

[Private  School  tuition]. 

1822,  May  21.    Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector  of 
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Maiden,  to  levy  $708.64  tax  in  the  Centre  School  District, 
by  Ebenr  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Jun,  Isaac  Emerson, 
assessors  of  Maiden. 

1822,  July  1.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector  of 
Maiden,  to  levy  part  of  $8,500  for  Rev.  Aaron  Green's 
salary  as  Gospel  Minister  of  sd  Town  and  other  purposes, 
by  Eben  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Jr.,  Isaac  Emerson,  asses- 
sors of  Maiden.  Twenty-eight  assessed  persons  named 
on  reverse  side. 

1822,  July  5.    Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  constable,  by 
the  Overseers  of  the  workhouse  in  Maiden,  concerning 
Thadeus  "  Simonds.    Autographs  of  Edwd  Wade,  Jr., 
Isaac  Stiles,  overseers. 

1822,  Sept.  10,  Receipts  from  John  Keyes,  treasurer  of 
Middlesex  Co.  for  $139.00  in  part  of  taxes  from  Charles 
Hill,  collector  of  Maiden  for  182 1. 

1822,  Oct.  11.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector  of 
Maiden,  to  assess  tax  upon  the  Centre  School  District,  by 
Ebenr  Nichols,  Edw.  Wade,  Junr,  Isaac  Emerson,  assessors 
of  Maiden,  Fourteen  persons  named  on  reverse  side. 

1823,  March  21.  Warrant  to  take  Andrew  Blaney  to 
the  house  of  industry  in  Maiden. 

1823,  July  7.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector  of 
Maiden,  to  levy  taxes  by  Ebenr  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Jr., 
Isaac  Emerson,  assessors  and  selectmen  of  Maiden. 

1824,  June  16.  Letter  to  Mr.  Cotton  Sprague  of 
Maiden,  relating  to  land  titles  of  Evans  estate.  Names  of 
heirs  to  estate  given. 

1824,  Sept.  6,  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector,  to 
lev}'  Maiden's  tax  of  $4,336.58,  by  Ebenezer  Nichols, 
Edwd  Wade,  Jr.,  Isaac  Emerson,  assessors  of  Maiden. 

1825,  March  10.  Deed  from  James  Hitchins  to 
Edward  Newhall,  both  of  Maiden,  pew  43  in  Baptist 
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Meeting  House  in  Maiden  [which  then  stood  in  what  is 
now  the  Salem  Street  Cemetery.] 

1825,  Aug.  18.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  collector,  to 
levy  tax  of  $3,590.55,  by  Ebenr  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Jr., 
Isaac  Emerson,  assessors  of  Maiden. 

1825,  Aug.  24.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  constable 
of  Maiden,  to  levy  taxes  to  repair  the  Meeting  House,  by 
Ebenr  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Uriah  Oakes,  assessors  of 
Second  Society  of  Maiden. 

1826,  Jan.  17.  Deed  from  Mary  Porter,  Banjamin 
Jarvis,  Mary  Jarvis,  all  of  Boston,  to  Charles  Hill  and 
Edward  Wade,  both  of  Maiden,  three  acres  in  Maiden. 

1826,  Jan.  19.  Deed  from  Frederic  Tudor  of  Boston, 
merchant,  to  Charles  Hill  of  Maiden  land  in  Maiden, 
"  being  the  same  which  my  father  the  late  William  Tudor 
conveyed  to  me,"  31  Dec.  181 1. 

1826,  March  28.  Receipt  from  Sarah  Richardson  to 
Charles  Hill  for  "  instructing  Julia  Ann  11  weeks  at  6  1/4 
cents  per  week  $0.68."   [Private  School  tuition.] 

1826,  April  25.  Notice  that  Charles  Hill  has  been 
appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  of  John  Howard,  late 
of  Maiden,  deceased. 

1826,  May  29.  Deed  from  John  Trask  of  Boston  to 
Charles  Hill  of  Maiden,  one-half  of  a  dwelling  house  and 
shop  in  Maiden  on  the  road  leading  to  Chelsea,  "  which  were 
conveyed  to  me  by  John  Howard." 

1826,  Aug.  18.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill  to  levy 
taxes  $2,232.25  by  Ebenr  Nichols,  Edwd  Wade,  Isaac 
Emerson,  assessors  of  Maiden. 

1826,  Sept,  14.  Warrant  to  Charles  Hill,  constable, 
to  levy  a  tax  on  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Maiden 
of  $697  by  Ebenr  Nichols,  E\vd  Wade,  Chs.  Hill,  asses- 
sors of  said  Society. 
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1826,  Oct.  5.  License  of  Charles  Hill  adm.  of  estate 
of  John  Howard,  late  of  Maiden,  to  sell  real  estate. 

1827.  April  8.  Thomas  Floyd  received  of  the  .Uni- 
versalist  Society  $3.87  "for  playing  the  violin  for  their 
Lectures  from  27  Aug.  1826  to  8  April  1827,"  by  B.  G.  Hill. 

1827,  June  18.  Deed  from  James  Crane,  Mary  Crane, 
John  Sprague,  Sally  Sprague,  Wm.  II.  Richardson,  Lydia 
Richardson,  Samuel  N.  Bredeen  and  Martha  Bredeen  to 
Charles  Hill,  Isaac  Hill,  Benj.  Goodwin  Hill  of  the  Hill 
homestead  belonging  to  the  late  Charles  Hill  and  pew  No. 
33  in  the  Brick  Meeting  House. 

1827,  July  24.  Thomas  Whittemore  received  of 
Charles  Hill  $16  in  behalf  of  the  Universalists  in  Maiden 
for  "  preaching  lectures." 

1827,  Sept.  1.  Deed  from  Isaac  Hill  and  Benjamin 
G.  Hill,  trader,  to  Charles  Hill,  all  of  Maiden,  of  three 
lots,  viz.  three  acres,  five  and  one-half  and  ten  acres  of 
wood  land  and  pew  No.  33  in  the  Brick  Meeting  House  of 
Maiden. 

1827,  Sept.  1.  Deed  from  Charles  Hill  and  Isaac 
Hill  to  Benjamin  G.  Hill,  trader,  all  of  Maiden,  four  acres 
including  "the  late  dwelling  house  of  Charles  Hill  deceased." 
Autographs  of  Chas.  Hill,  Phebe  Hill,  Isaac  Hill. 

1827,  Oct.  5.  Deed  from  Charles  Hill  to  Nathan 
Nichols,  Esqr.,  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Con- 
gregational Society,  of  land  in  Maiden  with  buildings. 

1829,  June  23.  Whereas  Robert  Gerry  of  Maiden, 
gent,  recovered  judgment  against  Ephraim  Buck  of  Maiden, 
Esq.  said  Gerry  attached  11  shares  in  the  Marine  Elevat- 
ing Dock  Corporation,  etc. 

1830,  Feb.  16.  Claims  of  forty-seven  Maiden  persons 
against  unknown  estate  —  probably  the  estate  of  John 
Howard  late  of  Maiden. 
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1830,  Dec.  1.  Deed  from  Thomas  O.  Brackett, 
Deputy  Sheriff,  in  favor  of  Nathan  Nichols  vs.  Nathan 
Newhall  and  Edward  Newhall,  all  of  Maiden,  to  Charles 
Hill,  of  land  and  buildings  in  Maiden. 

183 1,  June  4.  Deed  (mtg.)  from  Charles  Hill,  to 
Joseph  B.  Wilson,  millwright,  both  of  Maiden,  of  land 
and  buildings  ;  released  7  June  1849. 

1835,  Aug.  31.  Letter  to  James  Crane  relating  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  Charles  Mclntier  and  accounts  in  the 
Marine  Elevating  Dock  Corporation.   Item  : 

"June  9,  1829,  stage  fare  from  Boston  to  Maiden 
37  i/2c." 

1836,  July  25.  Deed  from  Charles  Mclntier  of  Boston 
to  James  Crane  and  Charles  Hill,  both  of  Maiden,  mill 
privilege  in  Maiden.  Autographs  of  Charles  Mclntier  and 
Mary  L.  Mclntier. 

1841,  Dec.  7.  Deed  from  John  Hitchins  and  George 
Hitchins  to  Aaron  Green  Hill  of  woodland  in  Stoneham. 
Martha  S.  wife  of  George  Hitchins  signed  with  them. 

1848,  June  5.  Deed^  from  Isaac  Hill  of  Maiden  to 
Robert  Gerry  of  Ellsworth,  Me.,  gentleman,  all  rights  in 
flats  "  on  the  westerly  side  of  a  new  road  leading  from  near 
the  Baptist  Meeting  House  in  Maiden  towards  Chelsea 
Ferry." 

1848,  June  5.  Deed  from  Robert  Gerry  of  Ellsworth, 
Maine,  gent,  to  Aaron  G.  Hill,  painter,  and  William  H. 
Nichols,  trader,  both  of  Maiden,  of  land  on  "  westerly  side 
of  a  new  Road  leading  from  near  the  Baptist  Meeting 
house  towards  Chelsea  Ferry,"*  *  *  "  lately  belong- 
ing to  William  Raskins." 

1849,  x7-  Warrant  of  the  East  District  of 
Maiden  to  the  sheriff  or  deputies  or  constable  of  Maiden, 
to  levy  taxes  on  nine  persons  named  by  W.  S.  Stearns, 
treasurer  and  collector  of  Maiden. 
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METHODIST  BEGINNINGS  IN  MALDEN. 

An  Address  by  the  President  of  the  Society 


There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  seed  that  finally 
germinated  and  bore  fruit  as  Maiden  Methodism  was 
planted  by  Rev.  George  Whitefleld,  and  that  the  unwitting 
cause  of  its  planting  was  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  pastor  of 
the  First  Church,  the  first  occupant  of  the  old  parsonage 
(which  later  became  known  to  fame  as  the  birthplace  of 
Rev.  Adoniram  Judson)  and  the  great-grandfather  of 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.  If  the  first  Methodist  sermon  in 
Maiden  could  not  have  been  preached  by  John  or  Charles 
Wesley,  modern  Methodists  could  certainly  ask  for  no 
greater  distinction  than  to  have  had  it  fall  from  the  lips  of 
Whitefield. 

Whitefield  was  a  Calvinistic  Methodist,  while  the  Wes- 
ley s  were  Arminians.  The  difference  in  view  is  not  much 
emphasized  in  these  days,  but  for  a  time  it  caused  a  seri- 
ous breach  between  the  great  evangelists  and  their  fol- 
lowers, though  it  could  not  separate  the  three  men  long. 
All  had  been  members  of  the  Holy  Club  at  Oxford  and 
shared  the  characterization  of  "Methodists,"  given  as  a 
term  of  reproach,  but  accepted  as  the  most  fitting  title  the 
societies  they  formed  could  have.  At  just  the  time  when 
John  Wesley  (preceded  a  while  by  his  brother  Charles, 
who  returned  via  Boston),  sailed  for  England  after  the 
failure  of  his  missionary  work  in  Georgia,  Whitefield  was 
taking  ship  from  England  for  America.    He  made  seven 
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voyages  hither,  and  finally  his  weary  body  was  laid  at  rest 
in  the  crypt  beneath  the  pulpit  of  the  Old  South  church  at 
Newburyport,  a  place  which  has  been  a  shrine  for  almost 
150  years.  My  copy  of  the  "  Memoirs  of  Rev.  George 
Whitefield  "  bears  a  book-plate  showing  it  once  was  a  vol- 
ume in  the  library  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Newburyport. 

The  doors  of  King's  Chapel  in  Boston  were  closed  to 
Whitefield,  as  were  those  of  most  of  the  established  churches 
when  he  was  in  England,  but  the  pulpits  of  the  other  Bos- 
ton churches,  the  First  and  Second  and  the  Old  South 
among  them,  were  open  to  him  always,  and  it  was  only  the 
need  of  room  for  his  hearers  that  drove  him  to  the  Com- 
mon, where,  on  one  occasion,  in  1740  (one  of  the  Boston 
pastors  has  left  the  record),  he  preached  to  twenty-three 
thousand  people,  "at  a  moderate  computation."  But  he 
loved  to  preach  in  Presbyterian  churches,  as  their  form  of 
doctrine  was  most  nearly  like  his  own,  and  this,  doubtless, 
made  Newbury,  as  he  called  it,  attractive  to  him,  for  there 
Presbyterianism  was  strong. 

On  June  5,  1740,  Whitefield,  having  crossed  the 
ocean,  reached  Savannah,  and  after  spending  some  time 
in  Charleston,  where  he  built  his  orphanage,  he  sailed  for 
New  England  in  the  orphanage  sloop  late  in  August, 
reaching  Rhode  Island  September  14.  Soon  he  came  to 
Boston,  being  met  ten  miles  outside  the  town  (probably  at 
Dedham)  by  Gov.  Jonathan  Belcher's  son  and  a  "train  of 
the  clergy  and  the  principal  inhabitants*"  The  record 
shows  that  besides  preaching  many  times  in  Boston  he 
rode  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  in  about  a  week, 
preaching  in  other  places  sixteen  times.  Whenever  he 
preached  in  Boston  the  Governor,  the  Secretary,  Josiah 
Willard,  and  several  of  the  Council  generally  attended. 
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Gov.  Belcher,  like  Benjamin  Franklin  and  other  noted 
men  of  those  days,  was  very  fond  of  him,  and  when  he 
left  Boston  for  Northampton,  to  visit  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  the  governor  rode  fifty  miles  of  the  journey  with 
him. 

Fortunately  we  have  Whitefield's  own  story  of  his  first 
visit  to  Maiden,  175  years  ago.  On  October  6,  being  on  his 
return  journey  to  Boston  from  the  east,  he  reached  Salem, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  two  hours  later  preached 
at  Marblehead.     He  writes  in  his  journal  : 

Monday,  October  6.  At  the  Intreaty  of  Mr.  Emerson, 
Son-in-Law  to  dear  Mr.  Moody,  I  believe  a  real  Man  of 
God;  we  went  to  Maiden,  14  miles  from  Marblehead 
where  I  preached  not  with  so  much  Power  as  in  the  Morn- 
ing. But  one  Girl  came  crying  to  me  and  saying,  She 
feared  she  had  not  true  Faith  in  Jesus.  On  that  thousands 
others  began  to  doubt  also  !  Here  the  Secretary  and 
several  Friends  from  Boston  gave  us  the  meeting ;  with 
them  after  Sermon,  I  immediately  sat  out,  and  got  privetely 
into  Boston  about  7  at  Night. 

The  reference  to  Rev.  Samuel  Moody  of  York,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  is  interesting,  as  showing  Whitefield's 
estimate  of  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  useful  of  the 
clergymen  of  that  period ;  and  it  indicates  a  reason  why 
Whitefield  sailed  for  York,  on  his  second  visit  to  New  Eng- 
land. 

Whitefield  returned  to  England  the  following  year  to 
find  that  in  his  absence  one  of  his  devoted  followers,  John 
Cennick  (author  of  "  Children  of  the  Heavenly  King  "  and 
other  classics  of  Methodist  hymnology),  who  was  master  of 
Wesley's  Kingswood  school,  had  opened  the  breach  between 
the  two  wings  of  Methodism  by  charging  "Brother  John  " 
with  preaching  that  "  there  is  righteousness  in  man."  "  So," 
said  Wesley,  "there  is,  after  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is 
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imputed  to  him  through  faith,"  and  promptly  dismissed 
Cennick  from  the  school  and  excommunicated  him  and 
his  adherants  from  the  Band  Society  in  Kingswood.  Mean- 
while Cennick  had  written  to  Whitefield  to  ft  fly  "  to  him, 
saying  "  With  universal  redemption  Brother  Charles  pleases 
the  world.  Brother  John  follows  him  in  everything."  We 
cannot  detail  the  controversy  over  the  doctrine  of  election 
that  ensued,  but  evidently  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson  and  his 
brother  clergymen  in  New  England  followed  it  closely  and 
approved  Whitefield's  attitude.  They  were  not  so  many 
generations  away  from  John  Cotton  and  the  Mathers,  as 
not  to  know  how  great  were  the  services  performed  by  their 
predecessors  for  independency  in  the  days  preceding  the 
Commonwealth;  they  must  have  kept  much  more  closely 
in  touch  with  the  Great  Awakening  in  England  than  we 
have  sometimes  realized,  and  it  seems  very  probable  to  the 
writer  that  a  great  deal  of  the  opposition  met  by  Jesse  Lee 
and  his  associates  a  half-century  later  had  its  root  in  the 
clerical  prejudice  that  would  have  spurned  John  Wesley 
had  he  visited  Boston,  but  which  saw  in  Whitefield,  the 
calvinist,  simply  one  of  themselves. 

However  this  may  be,  when  Whitefield  reached  York 
in  the  autumn  of  1744,  after  a  tedious  voyage  from  Eng- 
land of  eleven  weeks,  he  was  met  by  Sir  William  Pepperell 
with  some  friends  in  his  own  boat,  and  invited  to  his  house. 
Whitefield  was  so  ill,  however,  that  he  declined,  and  went 
to  some  other  house,  where  he  remained  for  three  weeks. 
Colonel  Pepperell  did  not  give  him  up,  but  at  the  end  of 
that  period  followed  him  to  Boston,  where  he  constantly 
attended  his  lectures,  until  he  was  commissioned  to  head 
the  first  expedition  against  Cape  Breton.*    Rev.  Thomas 

*At  the  time  of  the  expedition  toLouisburg  commanded  by  Col.  William  Pepperell, 
Rev.  George  Whitefield  gave  the  following  mutto  which  was  inscribed  on  the  fhig  of  the 
expedition:  "  Nil  desperandum  Christo  duce."  "Nothing  need  be  despaired  of  where 
Christ  takes  the  lead." 
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Prince,  pastor  of  the  Old  South,  and  an  accurate  historian, 
in  his  *  Christian  History  "  No.  XCIV,  says  : 

Saturday,  November  24,  1744,  the  Rev.  Mr.  White- 
field  was  so  far  revived  as  to  be  able  to  set  out  from  Ports- 
mouth to  Boston,  whither  he  came  in  a  very  feeble  state  the 
Monday  evening  after;  since  which,  he  has  been  able  to 
preach  in  several  of  our  largest  houses  of  public  worship, 
particularly  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coleman's,  Dr.  Sewall's,  Mr. 
Webb's  and  Mr.  Gee's  to  crowded  assemblies  of  people, 
and  with  great  and  growing  acceptance.  At  Dr.  Cole- 
man's desire,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  church,  on  the 
Lord's  day  after  his  arrival  he  administered  to  them  the 
holy  communion.  And  last  Lord's  day  he  preached  for 
Mr.  Cheeverof  Chelsea,  and  administered  the  holy  supper 
there.  The  next  day  he  preached  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Emer- 
son of  Maiden. 

That  would  make  the  date  of  his  sermon  in  Maiden 
Monday,  Dec.  10,  1744.  It  was  of  course  preached  in  the 
third  meeting-house,*  predecessor  of  the  brick  First  Parish 
church,  recently  demolished,  and  then  a  building  only  14 
years  old. 

Years  passed  before  Whitefield  again  visited  New 
England.  In  April,  1754,  ne  sailed  for  South  Carolina, 
putting  in  at  Lisbon  and  spending  a  month  in  Portugal. 
Reaching  Charleston,  May  27,  he  spent  several  weeks 
there,  arriving  at  New  York  by  water  July  27,  and  preach- 
ing between  there  and  Philadelphia  until  the  middle  of 
September.  Gov.  Belcher  journeyed  to  Elizabethtown,  New 
Jersey,  to  meet  him,  and,  it  being  commencement,  New 
Jersey  college  at  Princeton  presented  Whitefield  with  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  Then,  with  the  president,  Mr.  Burr 
(father  of  Aaron  Burr),  he  set  out  for  New  England.  He 
reached  Boston,  Oct.  9,  and  preached  in  this  vicinity  for 

♦For  a  description  of  the  church  in  which  Whitefield  preached,  see  Vol.  II  of  this 
Register,  pp.  33-53. 
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nearly  a  month,  with  great  success.  He  writes :  "  In 
Rhode  Island  and  Boston  souls  fly  to  the  gospel  like  doves 
to  their  windows."  He  traveled  as  far  north  as  Portsmouth, 
preaching  two  or  three  times  a  day,  so  it  seems  probable 
that  he  again  came  to  Maiden.  In  1764  he  came  to  Boston 
again,  it  being  his  sixth  visit  to  America.  As  the  small 
pox  was  spreading  through  the  town,  he  preached  for 
some  time  in  the  parts  adjacent.  Great  success  came  to 
him  in  Newbury.  The  probabilities  seem  to  favor  his  hav- 
ing preached  in  Maiden  during  this  time,  also. 

In  1769,  Whitefield  sailed  for  America,  never  to  return 
to  England.  The  voyage  consumed  thirteen  weeks,  the 
last  week  within  sight  of  port.  He  wrote:  "The  wind 
blew  hard,  and  our  ship,  like  a  young  christian,  for  want 
of  more  ballast,  would  not  obey  the  helm."  He  left 
Savannah  April  24,  1770,  spent  four  weeks  in  Philadelphia 
and  then  departed  for  New  York  and  Boston.  His  health 
was  failing  rapidly.  Late  in  September  he  reached  Boston, 
where  he  preached  three  days.  He  preached  in  Newton 
September  20,  and  then  started  on  an  excursion  to  the  east- 
ward, intending  to  return  in  a  little  over  a  week.  He 
preached  at  Exeter  September  29,  and  died  at  the  house  of 
Rev. Jonathan  Parsons,  in  Newburyport,  the  following  day, 
Sunday,  September  30,  1770.  John  Wesley  preached  his 
funeral  sermon  at  Whitefield's  Tabernacle,  in  London, 
November  18,  1770. 

The  direct  narrative  in  my  own  copy  of  the  Life  of 
Whitefield  says  nothing  of  his  preaching  in  Maiden  in 
1770,  but  Gov.  Belcher  had  his  successors  in  their  admira- 
tion for  the  great  evangelist,  and  one  of  these  was  John 
Rowe,  the  Boston  merchant,  whose  name  persists  in  Rowe's 
wharf,  and  who  was  instrumental  in  placing  the  "sacredcod- 
fish  "  in  the  original  house  of  representatives'  chamber.  His 
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diary  remains,  and  it  shows  that  he  followed  Whitefield 
in  person,  or  in  thought,  wherever  he  preached.  A  foot- 
note in  the  diary  records  that  Whitefield  preached  in  Maiden 
August  19,  1770,  citing  Rev.  Luke  Tyerman's  "Life  of 
Whitefield  "  as  authority.  A  footnote  in  my  earlier  printed 
"  Life  "  confirms  Tyerman. 

What  happened  on  that  day  is  also  a  matter  of  record, 
for,  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Corey,  the  late  Rev.  John  G. 
Adams,  D.  D.,  stated  that  "an  aged  school  teacher,  Miss 
Porter,  who  was  living  in  Medford  in  1840,  remembered 
hearing  him  in  the  old  meetinghouse  in  Maiden.  The 
house  was  thronged  and  the  preacher  was  forced  to  make 
his  way  to  the  pulpit  by  a  ladder  through  a  window  which 
opened  into  the  back  of  the  building.  His  text  was  'Who 
is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the  wilderness,  leaning  upon 
her  beloved?"' 

Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  then  18  years  and  six  months 
old,  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Parish 
on  September  19,  1770,  just  one  month  after  Whitefield 
preached  his  last  sermon  in  Maiden.  Whitefield  was 
preaching  in  Boston  on  that  day,  and  may  have  attended 
the  ordination  service ;  if  he  did  not,  it  may  have  been  his 
prayer  at  his  own  service  on  August  19  that  caused  him  to 
comment  on  the  singular  fervor  of  Thacher's  prayers,  and 
to  call  him  "the  young  Elijah."  But  as  we  are  also  told 
that  Whitefield  esteemed  Mr.  Thacher  as  "  the  ablest 
preacher  in  America,  and  looked  upon  him  as  one  born  for 
the  defence  of  New  England  Orthodoxy,"  the  internal 
evidence  seems  to  be  that  he  had  met  him  more  than  once, 
and  had  heard,  not  only  his  prayers,  but  his  preaching. 

Referring  to  Whitefield' s  last  sermon  in  Maiden,  the 
date  of  which  escaped  Mr.  Corey,  and  which  I  should 
have  had  difficulty  in  tracing  had  John  Rowe's  diary  never 
been  published,  Tyerman  says  : 
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w  Whitefield  sailed  from  New  York  on  Tuesday,  July 
31,  and  arriyed  at  New  Port  on  the  Friday  following.  He 
preached  August  4  to  8  at  New  Port;  9  to  12  at  Provi- 
dence; 13  at  Attleborough,  and  14  at  Wrentham.  With 
the  exception  of  the  19th,  when  he  discoursed  in  Maiden, 
he  officiated  every  day  at  Boston  from  the  15th  to  the  25th." 

This  statement  is  confirmed  by  the  itinerary  published 
as  a  footnote  in  the  "Life,"  and  it  may  be  added  that  both 
authorities  state  that  he  preached  in  Medford,  August  26,  and 
not  on  the  20th,  as  the  editor  of  John  Rowe's  Diary  thinks. 

Twenty  years  after  the  death  of  Whitefield,  Jesse  Lee, 
the  Southern  born  apostle  of  New  England  Methodism, 
preached  his  first  sermon  in  Maiden.  Two  decades  later 
saw  the  establishment  of  Methodist  preaching  in  North 
Maiden,  now  Melrose.  Before  the  lapse  of  another  ten 
years,  what  is  known  as  the  Centre  church  had  its  begin- 
nings, as  the  result  of  a  revival  in  the  North  Maiden  church. 
It  is  interesting  to  reflect  that  the  life  of  Centre  church  is 
embraced  in  that  of  one  of  its  living  members,  Mrs.  Sarah 
O.  Cox,  now  103  years  old,  the  daughter  of  one  of  its 
founders,  Gilbert  Haven,  Senior,  and  the  sister  of  Bishop 
Gilbert  Haven.*  Many  years  ago  she  repeated  to  me  many 
of  her  reminiscences  of  the  early  church  and  its  pastors, 
and  these  I  preserved.  She  was  a  child  of  eight  years 
when  the  movement  began  which  resulted  in  its  formation, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  choir  when  the  first  church  build- 
ing of  the  Society  was  dedicated.  The  late  Miss  Mary 
C.  Waitt  and  the  late  Mrs.  George  D.  Allen  (daughters  of 
Aaron  Waitt,  Senior  and  Unite  Cox,  respectively,  both 
founders  of  the  Society),  Wilbur  H.  Sargeant,  son  of  Rev. 
Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  and  Hon.  George  Howard  Fall,  a 
member  of  the  Society  and  a  grandson  of  James  Howard, 

*Mrs.  Cox  died  Sept.  21,  1915,  thus  dissolviug  the  last  tie  with  the  first  generation 
of  the  church.  Two  months  later,  Wilbur  Hedding  Sargeant  (son  of  Rev.  Aaron  D.  Sar- 
geant, a  founder  of  the  church)  died,  he  being  the  last  survivor  of  the  second  generation 
from  the  founders.  Gilbert  Haven,  Senior,  and  Hannah  Burrell  were  married  in  Boston, 
by  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  father  of  James  Russell  Lowell,  and  she  was  born  in  Boston, 
June  11,  1912. 
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the  leader  in  the  church  enterprise,  as  also  the  late  Del- 
oraine  P.  Corey,  have  helped  me  greatly  in  my  researches. 

The  beginnings  of  Methodism  in  New  England  are  • 
generally  familiar.  In  1789,  after  it  had  become  well 
established  in  the  central  and  southern  states,  Jesse  Lee 
was  sent  to  open  up  the  work  in  the  East.  He  spent  a  year 
in  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  with  such  success  that  it 
was  July  9,  1790,  before  he  reached  Boston,  where,  pre- 
vented from  securing  any  church,  hall  or  schoolhouse,  he 
chose  a  monumental  spot  under  the  Old  Elm,  on  the  Com- 
mon, and  preached  what  is  usually  termed  the  first  Metho- 
dist sermon  in  Massachusetts.  In  December  he  reached 
Lynn,  where  at  the  home  of  Benjamin  Johnson  he  preached 
the  sermon  which  was  to  mark  the  beginning  of  Methodism 
there  and  lead  to  the  founding  of  the  first  church  in  the 
state.  On  February  20,  1791,  that  church  was  organized, 
with  eight  members.  In  June  a  chapel  was  built,  and, 
meanwhile,  Jesse  Lee  was  busy  planting  in  nearby  places. 
He  came  to  Maiden,  we  are  told,  and  at  some  time  during 
the  year  formed  a  class  which  met  in  "Peter  Tufts'  lane," 
now  Cross  street,  and  he  seems  to  have  conducted  his  first 
preaching  service  in  the  old  house  demolished  a  few  years 
ago  to  make  way  for  the  Lincoln  School  building.  It  was 
the  home  of  John  Waitt, —  a  direct  descendant  of  that  John 
Wait  who  was,  with  Joseph  Hills,  a  founder  of  Maiden  ; 
who  was  Hills' son-in-law,  and,  like  him,  an  early  Speaker 
of  the  General  Court,  and  the  man  in  whose  honor  Wait's 
Mount,  formerly  his  property,  is  named.  The  later  John 
Waitt  was  a  man  who  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
was  well-to-do,  apparently,  and  gladly  made  his  ancient 
lean-to  house  the  shelter  for  the  new  faith. 

In  some  early  sketches  the  name  of  Daniel  Smith 
appears  as  in  charge  of  the  work  and  as  the  one  who  formed 
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the  class  which  worshipped  for  many  years  in  John  Waitt's 
house.  It  is  difficult  to  write  briefly  of  Daniel  Smith.  He 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  February  4,  1769,  and  entered 
the  ministry  at  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  was  but  22  when 
he  became  pastor  of  the  "  society  "  of  which  the  Maiden 
class  formed  a  part.  He  appears  to  have  left  a  charge  in 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  travelled  more  than  a  thousand 
miles,  of  course  on  horseback,  to  take  his  appointment  as 
colleague  of  Jesse  Lee  at  "  Boston,"  October  4,  1790.  He 
was  at  the  conference  in  New  York  in  May,  1791,  at  which 
he  received  his  appointment  to  Lynn,  his  colleague  being 
John  Bloodgood,  and  Lee  being  appointed  presiding  elder, 
Rev.  Enoch  Mudge,  the  first  native  Methodist  preacher  of 
New  England,  wrote  of  him  : 

He  was  a  man  of  an  humble,  sweet  spirit,  and  a  very 
good  and  useful  preacher.  No  one  of  his  time  was  more 
beloved.  He  always  spoke  feelingly,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  he  always  lived  under  a  deep,  feeling  sense  of 
the  presence  of  God,  and  of  the  importance  of  personal 
religion.  The  people  of  Lynn,  Boston  and  vicinity,  who 
knew  him,  were  ardently  attached  to  him.  It  was  a  day 
of  weeping  with  us  when  he  left  Lynn.  He  gave  an  after- 
noon lecture  in  the  newly  erected  and  unfinished  meeting- 
house and  then  left,  to  lecture  at  Maiden  in  the  evening. 

The  first  Methodist  conference  in  this  vicinity  met  in 
the  uncompleted  chapel  in  Lynn,  August  1,  1792.  After 
a  three-days  session,  it  adjourned  on  the  Sabbath;  so  it 
must  have  been  during  the  following  week  that  Daniel 
Smith  preached  his  farewell  sermons  in  Lynn  and  Maiden. 
Father  Mudge  preserved  for  us  his  text :  Rev.  14  :  10,  11. 
During  his  pastorate  at  Lynn,  John  Mudge,  brother  to 
Rev.  Enoch,  and  one  of  the  most  useful  laymen  of  his  day, 
was  converted.  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  by  Bishop  Asbury 
to  John  Street,  in  New  York,  Methodism's  oldest  church, 
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soon  located  and  entered  business  and  public  life.  He 
preached  on  Sundays,  however,  to  large  congregations  in 
New  York,  his  last  sermon  being  preached  in  John  Street 
Church  only  a  fortnight  before  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  22,  1815. 

John  Bloodgood,  Daniel  Smith's  colleague  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Maiden  class,  became  one  of  the  best- 
known  figures  in  early  American  Methodism.  His  personal 
appearance  was  imposing.  Much  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
the  Middle  states,  and  some  of  his  greatest  successes  in  the 
pastorate  were  in  Baltimore  and  vicinity,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days. 

There  were  fifteen  or  twenty  members  in  the  class  at 
John  Waitt's  house.  Several  persons  took  certificates  of 
attendance  on  and  support  of  the  Methodist  ministry,  as  the 
statutes  of  those  days  provided,  thus  being  relieved  of  the 
burden  of  supporting  the  regular  preaching  in  the  First 
Parish  church.  A  copy  of  one  of  these  certificates  reads  : 
"  This  may  certify  that  John  Waitt  of  Maiden  attends  pub- 
lic worship  with  the  Methodists  in  Maiden,  and  freely  con- 
tributes to  the  support  of  their  ministry.  Signed  in  behalf 
of  the  Society,  the  26th  day  of  November,  1791,  Daniel 
Smith,  preacher."  The  late  Dr.  David  Sherman,  in  his 
history  of  the  New  England  Conference,  assigns  this  class 
to  no  circuit,  but  it  was  a  part  of  the  Lynn  circuit,  with  its 
centre  only  five  miles  away.  Unfortunately  the  first  book 
of  records  of  Lynn  Common  church — a  priceless  record  of 
Methodism's  beginnings  in  Massachusetts  —  cannot  be 
found,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  anything  would  be  discovered 
concerning  the  work  here  if  it  could  be.  The  late  Horace 
Mann,  of  Natick,  told  the  writer  years  ago  that  Maiden 
was  a  part  of  the  Needham  circuit,  and  no  doubt  in  his 
historical  researches  he  found  records  concerning  it.  A 
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search  in  the  earliest  Minutes  of  the  New  England  Con- 
ference confirms  his  statement  and  develops  the  inform- 
ation that  this  circuit  was  fifty  miles  long,  including  Need- 
ham,  Harvard,  Weston,  Milford,  Holliston  and  Maiden. 

In  1800  that  magnificient  soldier  of  the  Cross,  Joshua 
Soule,  in  his  later  years  of  the  church,  South,  a  hishop 
whose  active  ministerial  life  extended  over  the  first  half 
century  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  was  appointed 
to  the  Needham  circuit,  and  he  made  a  record  of  the  mem- 
bership of  the  class  at  Maiden,  dated  1803.  It  was  :  John 
Wait,  Ruth  Wait,  John  Briant,  Mary  Briant,  David  Wait, 
Richard  Clarrinbold,  Elizabeth  Cheever,  Seth  Briden,  and 
Samuel  Steavens.  This  showed  that  though  the  class  was 
serving  its  purpose  in  keeping  alive  influences  that  were  to 
result  in  the  formation  of  several  churches,  its  member- 
ship had  already  shrunk  one-half. 

Before  sketching  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  North  Maiden  and  later  the  Center 
Methodist  churches,  it  may  be  well  to  put  together  the 
facts  known  and  obtainable  concerning  the  class  on  Cross 
street,  which  seems  to  deserve  all  the  credit  usually  awarded 
it  of  being  the  seed-planting  of  Methodism  here,  if  not  that 
of  being  the  real  beginning  of  the  Center  church.  First, 
as  to  the  personnel  of  this  class  :  John  Wait,  the  moving 
spirit  in  it,  apparently,  was  the  son  of  another  John,  born 
in  Rumney  Marsh,  March  13,  172 1,  and  who  lived  until 
1807.  He  married  Sarah  Faulkner,  daughter  of  Benj- 
amin, and  so  came  into  the  possession  of  what  was  always 
known  as  the  "  old  Waitt  house  "  until  it  made  way  for  the 
Lincoln  school.  The  elder  Faulkner's  house  stood  and 
still  stands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  Doubtless 
this  John  Wait  was  living  with  his  son  in  the  house  at  the 
time  the  class  was  formed.    There  were  several  brothers 
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and  sisters  in  the  family.  David  Wait  was  one.  He  was 
born  April  16,  1755,  remained  a  bachelor  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  was  blind  for  forty  years  and  finally  met  his  death  by 
a  fall  down  stairs,  in  the  house  of  his  sister  Mary — also 
named  with  him  in  the  list  of  members  of  the  first-class,  — 
who  married  John  Bryant,  another  member.  Still  another 
member  of  the  class  and  a  sister  to  the  others  was  Ruth 
Wait.  She  married  Seth  Breeden,  whose  name  likewise 
appears  in  the  above  list,  in  1793.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
of  the  nine  members,  six  were  of  one  family,  or  allied  to 
it  by  marriage.  The  identity  of  Samuel  Stevens  is  doubt- 
ful. Richard  Clarrinbold  lived  in  the  same  section,  a  part 
of  the  village  of  Faulkner,  and  Elizabeth  Cheever  was  of 
Chelsea  stock,  three  of  the  Cheever  family,  sisters,  having 
married  three  Waitt  brothers,  of  another  branch.  I  am 
indebted  to  the  late  Deloraine  P.  Corey  for  the  foregoing 
biographical  facts. 

But  one  of  these  members  lived  to  see  a  regular  church 
organization  at  Maiden  Center — David  Wait,  whose  name 
I  find  on  the  roll  of  the  church  for  over  twenty  years  after 
its  formation.  In  the  revision  of  1844  it  had  disappeared. 
Therefore  he  is  the  one  link  connecting  the  two  organiza- 
tions, and  giving  color  to  a  claim  that  Center  church  is  now 
124  years  old. 

I  have  endeavored  in  every  possible  way  to  secure 
the  date  of  the  first  sermon  at  John  Wait's  house*  in  Cross 

*It  would  be  interesting  to  trace,  if  we  might,  the  influences  that  brought  Jesse  Lee 
or  his  colleague,  Daniel  Smith,  to  Maiden  and  to  the  house  of  John  Wait.  For  years  the 
key  may  have  been  within  my  reach,  but  I  did  not  know  it,  For  my  neighbor  was  Mrs. 
Nancy  S.  Newhall,  widow  of  Charles  Newhall  and  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Faulk- 
ner) Breeden.  I  suppose  John  Breedon  was  the  son  of  Seth  Breeden  and  Ruth,  daughter 
of  John  Wait.  Seth  Breeden  was  married  to  Ruth  Wait  by  Rev.  Eliakim  Willis  July  25, 
1793.  John  Breeden  of  Maiden  was  married  to  Ruth  Ingalls  of  Lynn  September  30,  1792. 
The  name  "  Narramore  "  is  often  repeated  in  the  Breeden  family  of  Maiden.  The  Lynn 
records  show  that  Samuel  Narramore  was  living  in  Lynn  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  that  in  June,  1730  Samuel  Breeden  of  Boston  married  his  daughter  Sarah 
Narramore.  Several  of  their  children  are  recorded  as  born  in  Maiden,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  both  John  and  Seth  Breeden  were  grandsons  and  probably  brothers;  if  so  it  was  John 
Wait's  prospective  son-in-law  who  interested  him  in  the  tidings  of  Jesse  Lee's  work  in 
Lynn. 
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street.  I  have  Jesse  Lee's  own  story  of  the  planting  of 
Methodism  in  New  England  ;  and  he  is  very  careful  to  give 
the  dates  of  his  first  sermons  in  many  of  the  towns  and 
states  his  reason  to  be  that  the  people  in  those  parts  may 
known  when  they  were  first  visited  by  us."  Daniel  Smith 
joined  him  February  27,  1790.  On  October  4,  1790,  the 
fifty-fourth  conference  met  in  New  York.  The  first  circuit 
in  Massachusetts,  called  "Boston  "  was  formed  at  this  con- 
ference. Lee's  first  sermon  in  Massachusetts  was  preached 
at  Wilbraham,  May  3,  1790.  Injuly  he  preached  on  Boston 
Common.  July  12  the  first  Methodist  sermon  was  preached 
in  Salem.  July  20  he  preached  for  the  first  time  in 
Charlestown,  but  he  did  not  preach  his  first  sermon  in  Lynn 
until  December  14  and  he  did  not  preach  in  Needham  until 
September  13,  1791 .  At  the  conference  this  year  Lee  says 
the  name  of  the  Boston  circuit  was  changed  to  "  Lynn." 
The  Needham  circuit  was  not  reported  until  the  conference 
which  met  in  Lynn,  August  3,  1792. 

On  Thanksgiving  day,  1831,  Rev.  S.  Osgood  Wright 
preached  a  notable  sermon  in  Maiden  on  the  beginnings  of 
the  various  churches.  It  was  printed,  and  its  faded  pages 
furnish  most  of  the  material  upon  which  any  historian 
must  rely  for  facts  concerning  Maiden  Methodism's  earlier 
religious  history.  In  it  he  remarked,  "James  Howard 
moved  from  North  Maiden  to  the  Center,  who  with  his 
wife  were  the  only  Methodists  in  that  part  of  the  town, 
excepting  Mr.  Waitt.  His  remark  is  of  value  as  showing 
positively  that  only  David  Wait  remained  of  the  original 
class. 

Mr.  Wright's  full  story  of  the  introduction  of  Methodism 
into  Maiden  and  of  this  class  is  as  follows:  "Soon  after 
the  introduction  of  Methodism  into  New  England  in  1791, 
a  class  was  formed  in  Lynn.    The  excitement  which  this 
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subject  produced,  induced  many  of  the  neighboring  inhab- 
itants to  hear  the  doctrines  taught  by  this  sect.  The 
venerable  Jesse  Lee  and  his  coadjutors  occasionally 
preached  in  the  South  part  of  the  town,  soon  after  this 
period,  and  succeeded  in  forming  a  class  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
members,  but  they  were  never  organized  into  a  church. 
The  venerable  David  Waitt,  the  blind  man  occasionally 
seen  at  church,  was  a  member  of  this  class,  and  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  unsparing  fingers  of  death  gradually 
thinned  away  this  class ;  and  the  spirit  of  Methodism 
awoke  not  again,  until  the  voice  of  productive  circumstances 
called  it  forth  in  1813."  He  then  proceeds  to  relate  the 
story  of  the  formation  of  the  North  Maiden  church. 

These  facts  appear  to  settle  a  controversy  which  has 
in  former  years  prevented  the  preparation  of  a  history  of 
the  churches  in  which  all  could  agree.  Methodism  in 
Maiden  is  as  old  as  Methodism  in  Lynn  :  A  class  con- 
nected with  the  Lynn  church  was  formed  in  Maiden  the 
very  same  year  that  the  Lynn  church  was  formed.  The 
key  is  in  the  certificate  as  to  John  Waitt's  church  affilia- 
tions, already  quoted.  In  it  Daniel  Smith,  1791,  certifies 
that  John  Waitt  attends  public  worship  with  the  Methodists, 
and  freely  contributes  to  the  support  of  their  ministry. 
Father  Smith  signs  it  in  behalf  of  the  "  society."  What 
society?  In  1791,  Jesse  Lee  and  Daniel  Smith  are  recorded 
in  the  first  minutes  as  pastors  at  Lynn,  and  so  organized 
Maiden  Methodism  and  Lynn  Methodism  are  identical  as 
to  length  of  history.  David  Waitt  was  John  Waitt's  brother, 
and  appears  to  have  been  successively  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Circuit,  the  Lynn  circuit  and  the  Needham  circuit 
(each  class  counting  as  part  of  the  membership  of  the  circuit 
or,  strictly  speaking,  church),  and  of  the  North  Maiden 
and  Maiden  Center  churches,  while  Aaron  D.  Sargeant, 
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who  always  contended  that  the  Center  church  should  date 
its  beginning  from  1791  instead  of  thirty  years  later,  with 
James  and  Mary  Howard,  made  additional  links  which 
prevented  a  break  in  its  continuity.    To  James  Howard 
undoubtedly  belongs  the  credit  of  organizing  Methodism  in 
Maiden  Center  on  a  basis  which  resulted  in  a  local  church 
organization  and  the  erection  of  a  building.    He  was  the 
father  of  Maiden  Center  church,  undoubtedly ;  and  when 
he  recorded  Father  Wiley's  sermon  in  his  home  in  August, 
1816,  as  the  first  Methodist  sermon,  he  was  doubtless  of 
the  opinion  that  his  statement  was  correct,  as  it  was,  so  far 
as  the  Center  church  enterprise  was  concerned ;  but  the 
evidence  is  overwhelming  that  the  first  Methodist  sermon 
was  preached  here  in  1740  by  Whitefield  ;  that  in  1790  or 
1 791,  Jesse  Lee,  the  apostle  of  New  England  Methodism 
preached  here ;    that  in  conjunction  with  his  collegue, 
Daniel  Smith,  who  must  have  preached  here  frequently,  he 
organized  the  Maiden  adherents  into  a  class,  and  that 
practically  until  the  organization  of  the  Melrose  church 
they  had  the  ministrations  of  the  successive  preachers  of 
the  Needham  circuit, —  viz:    1792,  John  Allen;  1793, 
John  Hill;  1794,  Amos  G.  Thompson;  1795,  John  Van- 
naman ;    1796,  George  Pickering,  Joshua  Hall;  1797, 
Daniel  Ostrander,  Elias  Hull;    1798,  Daniel  Brumley ; 
1799,  Stephen  Hull;  Elijah  R.  Sabin;  1800,  John  Finne- 
gan,  Nathan  Emery  ;  1801,  Joseph  Snelling  ;  1802,  Joshua 
Soule,  Daniel  Perry;   1803,  Reuben  Hubbard,  Thomas 
Rawlin  ;  1804,  Nehemiah  Coye,  Joel  Wicker  ;  1805,  Clem- 
ent Parker,  Erastus  Otis;    1806,  John  Gove,  Thomas 
Amesbury ;  1807,  Benjamin  Hill,  Isaac  Scarrett;  1808, 
John  Tinkham;  1809,  B.  R.  Hoyt,  Nathan  Hill;  1810, 
Isaac  Bonney,  Robert  Arnold;  1811,  Isaac  Bonney,  Elias 
Bonney ;    1812,  Elisha  Streeter,  John  Vickary ;  1813, 
Orlando  Hinds,  V.  Osborn. 
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The  writer  has  endeavored  to  ascertain  from  the  Mel- 
rose church  records  whether  others  of  the  Cross  street  class 
were  on  its  original  roll,  but  the  roll  seems  to  be  lost,  so 
that  this  is  impossible.  However,  the  line  is  clear:  The 
Melrose  church  was  used  by  Providence  to  keep  alive 
Methodism  in  the  central  part  of  Maiden,  just  as  a  few 
years  later  the  Center  church  was  used  to  keep  alive 
Methodism  in  Medford,  until  the  church  formed  in  1822 
was  revived  in  1842.  Methodism  in  Maiden  is  nearly  125 
years  old  ;  the  Melrose  church  is  right  in  claiming  to  be 
the  mother  church  of  the  original  town  ;  and  the  descend- 
ants of  James  Howard  are  right  in  claiming  him  as  the 
founder  of  the  Center  Methodist  church. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  story  of  the  events  which  led  to 
the  founding  of  the  Melrose  church,  and  the  revival  of  the 
movement  to  establish  Methodism  in  the  center  of  Maiden. 
The  first  two  decades  of  the  nineteeth  century  were  crucial 
years  in  the  history  of  the  Puritan  church,  which  up  to  that 
time  had  been  the  only  permanent  organization  here.  It 
had  always  been  a  church  subject  to  storms.  This  was 
true  of  it  from  the  days  when  that  saintly  seer  and  poet, 
Michael  Wigglesworth,  was  compelled  to  teach  school  and 
practice  medicine  while  his  flock  wrangled  over  his  status 
as  pastor,  down  through  the  later  period,  when  a  question 
arose  as  to  the  propriety  of  moving  the  location  of  the 
second  church  building  in  which  Whitefield  preached,  a 
few  rods  down  the  road  from  Bell  Rock,  near  the  present 
Ellis  avenue,  to  the  corner  of  what  is  now  Eastern  avenue 
to  accommodate  North  Maiden  people.  The  result  of  that 
controversy  was  the  establishment  of  the  South  Maiden 
(Everett)  parish — a  languishing  body,  over  which  Pres- 
ident Grover  Cleveland's  great  grandfather  preached 
for  a  time,  and  which  had  the  ministrations  of  Rev. 


MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


47 


Eliakim  Willis — and  the  final  location  of  the  First  Church 
on  what  is  now  called  the  "Elevated  lot."  It  was  the 
beginning  of  a  feud  which  found  its  climax  when  Everett 
refused  to  join  in  Maiden's  250th  anniversary  celebration. 
But  the  church  was  now  to  be  rent  in  twain  and  more,  not 
only  by  the  questions  which  were  everywhere  sundering 
the  established  congregational  body  into  "  Orthodox," 
Unitarian  and  Universalist  denominations  but  over  political 
questions. 

The  good  man  who  saw  all  these  changes  come,  and 
who  lived  to  see  his  single  parish  broken  into  a  dozen 
parishes  divided  among  three  towns  and  a  half-dozen  sects, 
was  Rev.  Aaron  Green,  Maiden  born,  son  of  Ezra  Green, 
and  a  descendant  of  original  settlers  here.  He  succeeded 
Eliakim  Willis,  left  the  only  pastor  in  Maiden  with  the 
departure  of  the  elder  Judson.  Mr.  Green  was  a  good 
man,  saintly  in  his  life,  but  disposed  to  Arminianism,  per- 
haps an  unfortunate  attitude  at  a  time  when  Calvinism  was 
on  trial,  and  there  were  revolts  on  all  sides.  More  than 
this,  he  was  a  staunch  Federalist,  and  these  were  times 
when  the  "  Republican  "  predecessor  of  the  present  Demo- 
cratic party  was  gaining  many  adherants.  The  first  break 
came  when  a  minister  on  exchange  with  Mr.  Green,  in 
1813,  preached  a  particularly  strong  Federalist  sermon. 
The  people  of  the  North  Maiden  section  were  very  strong 
in  their  "Republican"  sympathies  —  in  fact,  we  are  told 
that  Democrats  continue  to  be  plentiful  in  that  section  of 
Melrose  where  the  revolt  began  —  and  they  immediately 
determined  that  a  change  in  conditions  was  necessary. 
Therefore  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Phinehas 
Sprague,  on  Main  street,  and  this  meeting  voted  to  engage 
Rev.  Timothy  Merritt,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from 
the  district  of  Maine,  and  a  Methodist  preacher,  to  serve 


48 


MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


them  on  Sundays  during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Court. 
He  preached  his  first  sermon  February  7,  1813,  and  from 
that  time  on  services  continued.  In  1816  a  chapel  was 
constructed  at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Green  streets. 
Green  street  takes  its  name,  not  from  the  family  of  Rev. 
Ezra  Green,  but  from  that  family  which  sprung  from 
Thomas  Greene  and  Rebecca  Hills,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
the  founder,  Joseph  Hills.  The  Melrose  Highlands  section 
is  largely  located  on  the  Greene  farm.  Two  churches  were 
successively  built  on  the  site  of  the  first,  the  society  wor- 
shipping on  the  spot  for  many  years. 

A  word  as  to  Phinehas  Sprague,  whose  efforts  estab- 
lished Methodism  in  Melrose.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the 
early  settler,  William  Sprague,  who  is  understood  to  have 
journeyed  hither  from  ancient  Naumkeag  when  Massa- 
chusetts was  seeing  its  beginnings.  From  an  ancient 
printed  pamphlet  with  his  autograph  on  the  fly-leaf  we  find 
that  his  father  was  one  of  the  most  daring  advocates  of 
American  liberties  before  the  Revolution.  The  father's 
name,  also,  was  Phinehas,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  he  was  advanced  in  years  and  very  deaf.  During  the 
Concord  fight,  when  the  rest  of  his  party  were  flying  from 
the  enemy,  he  was  observed  on  a  piece  of  rising  ground 
swinging  his  hat,  and  shouting  "Victory!"  In  1792  aged 
Phinehas  again  proved  himself  a  man  of  courage,  for  he 
took  charge  of  a  house  used  as  a  hospital  in  the  north  part 
of  Maiden,  which  during  an  epidemic  of  small-pox  had 
twenty  patients.  He  died  in  1805.  His  son  was  a  force- 
ful person  who  made  his  life  a  part  of  the  history  of  North 
Maiden  in  many  ways.  The  name  is  still  preserved,  each 
generation  having  one  or  more  Phinehas  Spragues. 

Besides  Phinehas  Sprague,  there  were  on  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  indignation  meeting,  which  history 
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says  met  in  a  barn,  James  Green  and  Jesse  Upham.  The 
family  of  Jesse  Upham  soon  drifted  from  Melrose,  but 
another  branch  became  famous  in  Methodism.  Frederick 
Upham  was  the  son  of  Samuel  S.  Upham,  and  in  the 
seventh  generation  from  John  Upham,  the  English  emi- 
grant, whose  son  Phinehas,  also  an  ancestor  of  Frederick, 
was  a  famous  Indian  fighter  and  one  of  the  founders  of 
Worcester,  called  in  his  will  "  Consugameg,  or  Lydbery." 
The  first  name  evidently  is  a  corruption  of  "Chaubunagunga- 
maug  "  still  appliedto  a  pond  in  Webster.  Frederick  Upham 
was  born  October  4, 1799,  and  died  in  Fairhaven,  March  20, 
1891.  He  was  converted  soon  after  the  establishment  of 
the  Melrose  Methodist  church  and  in  1821  became  a 
preacher,  being  appointed  to  Scituate.  From  1837  to 
1847  he  was  a  presiding  elder,  and  during  his  long  min- 
isterial career  he  preached  in  New  Bedford,  Providence, 
Newport,  Fall  River,  Taunton,  Provincetown  and  many 
other  important  charges.  He  was  a  member  of  four 
general  conferences,  in  1832,  1840,  1844  and  1872,  and 
at  the  first  he  met  Bishop  McKendree,  elected  in  1802, 
being  the  second  bishop  after  Asbury  and  Coke.  He 
married  Deborah  Bourne,  a  lenial  descendant  of  Rev. 
Richard  Bourne  of  Scituate,  a  celebrated  Puritan  clergy- 
man. In  1855  DePauw  (then  Asbury)  University  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  "D.  D."  Samuel  Foster 
Upham,  D.  D.,  his  son,  was  born  in  Duxbury,  May  19, 
1834  anc*  married,  April  15,  1857  Lucy  G.  Smith  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  Dr.  Upham  graduated  from  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity in  1856,  for  many  years  was  assigned  to  the  most 
important  pulpits  of  the  New  England  conference,  and 
from  1881  until  his  death  was  professor  of  pastoral  theology 
in  Drew  Theological  seminary.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
many  general  conferences.  Three  of  his  sons,  Frederick 
4 


5o 


MALDEN   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Norman  Upham,  Dr.  Francis  B.  Upham  and  Walter  H. 
Upham  became  clergymen,  the  former,  now  deceased,  hav- 
ing been  licensed  by  Maiden  Center  quarterly  conference. 
Dr.  F.  B.  Upham  is  now  a  district  superintendent,  living 
in  Brooklyn.  W.  H.  Upham  preaches  in  Chester,  New 
Hampshire. 

Another  early  member  of  the  North  Maiden  church 
was  William  Emerson,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Vinton  and  was  the  father  of  George  Emerson, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  Phinehas  and  Sarah  (Fuller) 
Sprague,  and  Warren  Emerson,  who  was  an  effective 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  connection  for  40 
years.  Rev.  Warren  Emerson  was  of  the  Ipswich  Emer- 
son stock  which  furnished  pastors  for  so  many  of  the  New 
England  Puritan  churches  during  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries,  the  First  Parish  church  having  one  of 
them,  and  he  therefore  was  a  distant  cousin  of  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson.  He  was  born  February  6,  1796,  and  after  a 
season  during  his  young  manhood  spent  in  teaching  school, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  North  Maiden  quarterly 
conference  in  1825.  He  was  sent  to  the  church  in  Lynn- 
field  and  in  1828  he  joined  the  New  England  conference, 
being  transferred  to  the  Providence  conference  in  1840. 
He  died  May  15,  1882.  Father  Emerson  during  his  long 
service  was  assigned  to  24  stations  and  served  through  15 
"full"  pastorates.  During  his  latter  days  he  was  given  a 
supernumery  relation,  but  acted  as  pastor  of  the  church  in 
West  Thompson,  Conn.  In  1870  he  was  superannuated, 
but  continued  to  serve  the  West  Thompson  church.  His 
first  wife  was  Mary  Barrett  and  his  second  Susannah  Jones, 
who  died  in  1876.    He  left  several  children. 

In  1816,  the  year  the  North  Maiden  church  was 
erected,  the  pastor  was  invited  to  the  house  of  Samuel  Cox 
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on  Pleasant  street  to  hold  a  preaching  service.  This  house, 
just  demolished,  was  near  Florence  street,  and  there  Mrs. 
Lemuel  Cox,  already  mentioned,  resided  many  years.  These 
services  came  about  in  this  way  :  James  Howard,  the 
founder  of  the  church,  with  his  wife,  experienced  religion 
at  the  services  in  North  Maiden,  May  12,  1815.  He  soon 
after  moved  to  the  Center,  hiring  the  westerly  half  of  the 
Samuel  Cox  house.  Among  his  manuscripts,  collected  by 
his  grandson,  Hon.  George  Howard  Fall,  this  minute  is 
found. 

"  Moved  into  Centre  Maiden  in  1816.  The  first  Metho- 
dist sermon  was  preached  in  my  house  in  August  of  the 
same  year  by  E.  Wiley.  Text:  "These  are  they  which 
came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  washed  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  Another 
item  is  this  :  M  My  wife's  relatives  all  belong  to  the  Baptists, 
and  she  was  very  much  tried  to  know  which  to  join,  and 
in  her  trial  she  opened  to  this  passage  in  the  Psalms : 
'  Harken,  O  daughter,  and  consider  and  incline  thine  ear ; 
forget  also  thine  own  people,  and  thy  father's  house  ;  so 
shall  the  King  greatly  desire  thy  beauty  ;  for  he  is  thy  Lord, 
and  worship  thou  him.'" 

In  1819,  as  stated,  Rev.  Isaac  Jennison  was  sent  to 
the  North  Maiden  church,  and  the  Center  was  included  in 
his  responsibilities.  Mr.  Jennison  died  in  Natick,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1878,  at  the  age  of  88,  having  been  60  years  in  the 
ministry,  which  he  entered  in  1818.  Evidently  this  was 
his  first  charge,  and  the  results  show  his  enthusiasm  and 
devotion  to  his  work.  The  writer  well  remembers  him  in 
the  days  of  his  superannuate  relation,  a  patriarch  among 
the  Natick  people,  and  still  an  enthusiast  for  the  faith  and 
customs  of  the  church  of  his  choice.  In  1820  he  formed 
the  first  class  at  the  Center,  which  held  its  initial  meeting 
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at  the  house  of  James  Howard  on  Summer  street,  whither 
the  latter  had  removed  the  previous  year,  and  where  his 
daughter  Rebecca,  mother  of  Ex-mayor  Fall,  was  born. 
Mr.  Howard  was  appointed  leader  of  the  class,  and  accord- 
ing to  an  historical  sermon  preached  by  Rev.  A.  D. 
Sargeant,  May  18,  1880,  as  recorded  by  Brother  Fall  in 
his  diary,  (it  being  the  sixtieth  anniversary),  the  members 
were  as  follows  :  James  Howard  and  wife,  Aaron  Waitt 
and  wife,  Aaron  Waitt,  Jr.,  David  Sargeant,  Mary  Herring, 
Sarah  Herring,  Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  Unite  Cox,  Gilbert 
Haven,  Hannah  Guile.  Mrs.  Mary  (Day)  Upham  was 
known  in  1883  as  tne  oldest  member  of  the  church,  and  is 
the  Mary  Herring  whose  name  appears  above. 

The  Howard  house  stood  near  Rockland  avenue,  and 
a  fine  photograph  of  it  was  on  exhibition  in  the  loan 
exhibit  during  Maiden's  250th  anniversary. 

Meanwhile,  the  Howard  family  was  not  the  only 
one  in  which  there  were  solemn  questions  pending,  as 
the  following  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  First 
Church,  —  transcribed  by  its  clerk,  Frederic  I.  Winslow, 
will  show  : 

"  August  15,  1819.  The  pastor  stayed  the  brethren  of 
the  church  after  divine  service,  at  the  request  of  brother 
Haven,  when  he  stated  to  the  church  his  desire  to  be 
dismissed  from  us,  and  be  recommended  to  the  Baptist 
church  in  this  Town.  After  some  consulation  the  church 
voted  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  the  day  of  our  next  com- 
munion." 

"September  5,  1819.  The  brethren  of  the  church 
stopped  after  communion  agreeably  to  adjournment,  when 
brother  Haven  withdrew  his  proposal  to  be  dismissed  from 
us." 

"June  3,  1821.    The  pastor  stayed  the  church  after 
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communion,  and  the  brethren  voted  to  dismiss,  according 
to  his  request,  brother  G.  Haven,  that  he  may  unite  with 
the  Methodists." 

"April  4,  1824.  The  pastor  stayed  the  church  after 
communion,  and  brethren  voted  to  dismiss,  according  to 
her  request,  sister  Hannah  Haven,  that  she  may  unite  with 
the  Methodists." 

I  pass  over,  for  the  time  being,  a  sketch  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  first  class,  their  antecedents  and  subsequent 
history,  that  the  story  of  the  growth  of  the  church  may  be 
unbroken.  It  was  the  consecration  and  enthusiasm  of 
James  Howard  which  made  the  beginnings  of  the  church 
possible  ;  it  was  the  sound  sense  and  devotion  to  Methodism 
which  characterized  the  elder  Gilbert  Haven,  combined 
with  his  growing  influence  in  public  affairs,  which  gave  to 
the  struggling  movement  a  standing  that  gained  it  the 
respect  of  onlookers.  Gilbert  Haven  was  at  about  this  time 
thirty  years  old  ;  he  was  born  in  Framingham,  of  a  family 
which  originated  in  Lynn,  married  in  Boston,  in  181 1, 
Hannah  Burrell  of  East  Abington,  the  daughter  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Rev.  Charles  Lowell  of  the  West  Church,  father  of  the 
poet,  James  Russell  Lowell.  The  west  church  building  is 
now  the  West  End  branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
In  the  following  year.  Sept.  6,  181 2,  they  presented  their 
first  child,  Sarah,  for  baptism,  in  the  West  Church,  and 
on  the  same  day,  on  profession  of  faith,  they  were  admitted 
to  membership.  In  1813  they  removerd  to  Maiden,  taking 
their  church  letters  to  the  First  Congregational  church, 
which  had  just  occupied  the  brick  structure  afterward 
known  as  the  First  Parish  (Universalist)  church.  Before 
leaving  and  joining  the  Methodists,  Gilbert  Haven  had 
formed  the  first  Sunday  School   in   Maiden,   and  was 
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its  superintendent  up  to  the  time  he  was  dismissed.  He 
entered  heartily  into  the  plans  of  Isaac  Jennison  for  the 
formation  of  a  church  from  the  little  company  worshipping 
in  James  Howard's  house,  and  in  182 1  it  was  organized 
and  incorporated.  It  immediately  commenced  to  worship 
in  Stiles'  hall,  which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Pleasant  and 
Washington  streets,  on  the  site  of  the  present  church.  The 
hall  was  occasionally  used  for  Masonic  purposes,  and  there 
was  a  tenement  in  the  same  building,  which  was  occupied 
at  different  times  by- George  P.  Cox  (who  became  one  of 
the  most  useful  members  of  the  church)  Leonard  Emerson, 
Lorenzo  Newhall,  Charles  Symonds,  William  Waitt  and 
others.  In  later  years  the  building  was  moved  to  Franklin 
street.  At  the  corner  of  Salem  and  Sprague  streets  was  a 
schoolhouse  where  services  were  occasionally  held,  and  at 
other  times  until  the  building  of  the  church  edifice  there 
were  services  in  the  brick  schoolhouse  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Yerxa  block. 

In  1822  a  Sunday  school  was  formed,  and  Gilbert 
Haven  was  of  course  made  its  superintendent,  a  position 
he  was  to  hold  for  34  years.  John  Adams  was  at  this  time 
serving  as  pastor  of  both  the  North  Maiden  and  Center 
churches.  The  first  pastor  assigned  to  this  church  was 
Rev.  Joseph  Marsh,*  a  theological  student,  who  seems  to 
have  been  with  the  church  two  years,  1825  and  1826.  For 
90  years  the  precious  memory  of  "  Father  Marsh "  has 
lingered  in  the  church,  for  it  was  through  his  ardent  efforts 
that  its  first  edifice  was  built  and  it  became  a  permanent 
body,  starting  on  a  career  of  usefulness  which  has  not 

*In  1S74,  Dr.  Bradford  K.  Pierce  (son  of  Rev.  Thomas  C  Pierce  of  the  North  Maiden 
church),  at  that  time  editor  of  Zion's  Herald,  wrote  concerning  the  dedication  of  the 
present  church  building,  the  following  reference  to  Father  Marsh  :  "The  first  minister, 
a  Wesleyan  local  preacher,  not  long  before  landed  from  England  —  an  expert  glass-blower 
by  trade  — who  secured  the  first  house  of  worship,  sat  on  the  pulpit  platform  near  to  the 
preacher." — Zion's  Herald  May  21,  1S74. 
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ceased  as  yet  to  increase  in  volume  and  power  with  each 
successive  year. 

It  was  no  small  task  to  bring  the  youthful  society  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  justified  in  undertaking  the  responsi- 
bility of  building  a  church.  We  honor  the  men  who  by 
their  spirit  of  sacrifice  and  large  generosity  built  and 
eventually  cleared  the  debt  from  the  present  sightly  edifice. 
They  did  this  because  many  of  them  were  descendants  and 
all  had  before  them  the  example  of  the  heroes  and  heroines 
of  1825, — for  it  was  the  sacrifices  of  the  women  which  aided 
not  a  little  in  accomplishing  the  initial  result.  A  lot  of  land 
was  purchased  on  Main  street,  near  Mill  street  (Mountain 
avenue).  One  street  further  up  (then  known  as  Jackson 
and  now  called  Clifton  street),  was  a  house  which  was  to 
become  historic.  It  was  the  home  of  Unite  Cox,  and  a 
part  of  it  was  occupied  by  Gilbert  Haven,  while  toddling 
about  the  premises  was  an  auburn  haired  youngster,  born 
September  19,  182 1,  bearing  his  father's  name,  who  would 
few  years  later  serve  with  great  dignity  as  the  sexton  of 
the  church  to  be  built,  ushering  in  the  strangers  with  such 
grace  as  to  be  the  observed  of  all  observers.  This  boy  was 
to  unite  with  the  church  in  early  youth,  and  eventually 
reach  the  highest  dignities  it  had  to  offer.  In  recent  years 
the  Unite  Cox  house  has  been  moved  across  the  street, 
where  it  is  now  numbered  37,  but  there  are  good  pictures 
still  extant  of  the  birthplace  of  Bishop  Haven  as  it  appeared 
in  those  early  times. 

The  cost  of  the  site  of  the  new  church  was  $100.  The 
building  cost  $2,000.  It  contained  62  pews,  capable  of 
seating  300  persons.  It  was  in  form  like  a  chapel,  and  the 
vestry  was  in  front,  standing  upon  supports,  above  the 
entrance,  like  a  bird  house.  Later  the  vestry  was  enlarged, 
and  moved  to  the  rear. 
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The  leaders  in  this  successful  enterprise  were  Gilbert 
Haven,  Father  James  Howard,  Lemuel  Cox,  Samuel  Cox, 
David  Sargeant,  Benjamin  Wilson  and  William  C.  Brown. 

April  26,  1827,  was  a  notable  day,  for  on  that  date  the 
new  church  was  dedicated.  Through  the  thoughtfulness 
of  Mrs.  Mabel  A.  Mann  of  Everett,  nearly  three  quarters 
of  a  century  after  this  occurrence,  the  church  came  into 
possession  of  a  copy  of  the  original  programme  of  the  exer- 
cises, which  included  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Timothy  Merritt, 
then  or  not  long  after  editor  of  Zion's  Herald,  and  soon  to 
become  pastor,  and  exercises  by  clergymen  of  other  denom- 
inations. The  plan  which  Maiden  followed  closely  in  her 
250th  anniversary  of  having  the  words  of  every  anthem 
sung  printed  upon  the  programme,  was  carried  out  at  this 
time,  so  that  while  we  do  not  have  the  sermon  preserved, 
and  cannot  know  the  substance  of  the  prayer  of  Father 
Isaac  Bonney,  we  can  easily  reproduce  the  remainder  of 
the  service. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  Blake,  who  made  the  closing  prayer, 
left  the  New  England  for  the  Providence  conference  in 
1841.  We  shall  probably  never  know  how  it  happened 
that  Rev.  James  Sabine  was  given  a  place  upon  the  program. 
He  was  a  very  noted  and  useful  Congregational  clergy- 
man, and  at  the  time  pastor  of  the  Essex  Street  Religious 
Society  of  Boston.  There  were  three  Methodist  itinerants 
with  the  same  surname  in  early  days,  and  possibly  he  was 
a  connection  of  one  of  them  ;  or  it  may  be  that  he  had 
relations  of  friendship  with  the  maker  of  the  program  which 
led  to  his  being  invited.  Within  a  short  time  a  collection 
of  his  sermons  and  lectures,  bearing  evidence  of  his  busy 
and  notable  work,  exchanged  hands  in  a  Boston  book  sale. 

The  music  on  that  day  was  led  by  the  gifted  Gilbert 
Haven,  who  for  many  years  continued  to  be  not  only 
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superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  and  a  class  leader, 
but  chorister.  Of  course  such  singing  could  not  be  done 
without  a  fairly  good  chorus  choir.  Mrs.  Cox,  who  soon 
after  became  a  member  of  this  choir  and  continued  thirty 
years,  tells  me:  "The  choir  of  that  first  church  are  all 
dead  but  myself.  The  Havens  and  Coxes  did  all  the  sing- 
ing. I  had  just  been  to  singing  school.  A  Mr.  Bailey — 
uncle  to  Mr.  Shute  —  taught  us.  We  never  had  had  any- 
thing in  Maiden  worth  singing  to  before.  Before  I  went 
into  the  choir  an  oldish  lady  had  been  singing ;  but  she 
took  herself  out,  and  I  was  put  in  her  place,  and  sang  30 
years.  Among  the  choir  were :  Mrs.  Townsend,  Mrs. 
Lewis,  myself,  my  father  (leader),  my  husband  (Lemuel 
Cox),  a  young  man,  Aaron  Waitt,  who  played  the  bass 
viol,  Albert  Cox,  who  played  flute  and  violin,  Josiah 
Townsend,  and  Augustus  Stiles,  who  also  played  the  bass 
viol.  The  latter  was  a  good  musician,  and  later  played 
our  first  organ,  which  was  a  very  good  one,  when  it  was 
put  into  the  second  church." 

There  were  services  in  the  evening  of  dedication  day 
in  the  new  church,  in  which  clergymen  of  several  denom- 
inations participated.  On  the  following  Sunday  the  first 
session  of  the  Sunday  School  in  its  new  quarters  was  held. 
Superintendent  Gilbert  Haven  must  have  looked  with  pride 
upon  his  charge,  of  40  members,  which  is  a  smaller  num- 
ber than  is  now  connected  with  single  classes  of  Center 
Sunday  School,  and  much  smaller  than  the  number  of 
teachers  necessary  for  the  entire  school.  His  daughter 
gives  this  very  clear  hint  of  the  interest  taken  by  Squire 
Haven  in  the  school  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  he 
remained  its  superintendent :  "  He  kept  resigning  and 
resigning,  but  they  would  give  him  a  Bible  and  then  he 
would  stay." 
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The  church  membership  of  forty  was  divided  into  two 
classes,  one  of  which  was  led  by  James  Howard,  meeting 
at  his  home  on  Summer  street,  and  the  other  by  Gilbert 
Haven,  it  meeting  with  him,  first  on  Jackson  street,  then 
at  his  house  on  Salem  street,  and  then  in  his  later  residence 
on  Main  street,  between  the  church  and  Maiden  square. 

I  must  now  quote  again  from  the  historical  sketch  in 
the  Thanksgiving  sermon  of  Rev.  S.  Osgood  Wright,  1831* 
concerning  the  establishment  of  this  church  : — "  In  1816 
an  individual,  now  a  member  of  this  church,  moved  from 
North  Maiden  to  the  Centre,  who  with  his  wife  were  the 
only  Methodists  in  that  part  of  the  town,  excepting  Mr. 
Waitt,  before  alluded  to.  They  continued  to  live  in  the 
love  and  fellowship  of  the  church  of  their  espousal,  with- 
out receiving  any  accession  to  their  number,  until  the  year 
1820.  At  this  time  a  revival  commenced  in  the  North 
Society  and  extended  to  the  center  of  the  town.  Several 
persons  now  withdrew  from  the  Baptist  church,  and  one 
from  the  Congregationalist ;  who  together  with  several 
others  were  formed  into  a  class.  These,  like  many  in 
similar  circumstances,  had  many  difficulties  to  encounter, 
and  many  prejudices  to  overcome.  Being  without  a  house 
of  worship,  they  met  in  the  schoolhouse  hall,  and  were 
supplied  a  portion  of  the  time  with  preaching  by  the  min- 
ister of  the  North  church.  Receiving  a  gradual  accession 
of  numbers,  they  proceeded  to  erect  a  meetinghouse,  which 
was  dedicated  in  1825.  Rev.  Joseph  Marsh  labored  very 
successfully  with  this  society  at  this  time ;  and  to  him 
belongs  much  praise  for  his  activity  and  perseverence  in 
providing  a  house  of  worship.  The  first  preacher  who 
resided  with  them,  was  Rev.  Ebenezer  Ireson,  who  came 
in  1828.  Rev.  John  T.  Burrill  succeeded  him,  and 
remained  two  years ;    and  gave  place  to  Rev.  Timothy 
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Merritt,  the  present  minister.  This  church  has  had  its 
seasons  of  adversity  and  prosperity.  It  has  moved  onward 
under  the  guidance  of  the  day-star  of  hope,  and  sat  down 
in  tears,  amid  the  darkness  of  clouds  of  disappointment. 
It  has  received  a  gradual  increase  of  members  ;  and  the 
whole  number  is  now  fifty,  divided  into  two  classes." 

Mr.  Wright  omitted  in  his  sketch  the  name  of  G.  W. 
Fairbank,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Marsh,  and  whom  Mrs.  Cox 
remembered.  lie  was  transferred  to  the  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont  conference  in  1829.  I  can  find  little  concern- 
ing Joseph  Marsh,  who  built  the  church,  and  who  is  said 
by  Mrs.  Cox  to  have  been  a  theological  student.  Appar- 
ently he  never  entered  the  New  England  conference. 
Ebenezer  Ireson  entered  the  conference  in  1824,  and  died 
December  26,  1833  at  the  age  of  33  years.  Mrs.  Cox  says 
Mr.  Burrill  was  a  very  fine  preacher,  who  married  in  Maiden 
an  Episcopal  lady,  and  changed  his  order.  Of  John  Adams, 
who  succeeded  Father  Jennison  and  preceded  Joseph  Marsh, 
she  says  :  —  "  He  was  an  oddity,  very  devoted  —  they  used 
to  call  him  f  extra  holy.'  He  was  one  of  those  who  went 
into  the  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  conference  in  1829. 

Timothy  Merritt  deserves  a  more  extended  notice  than 
possible  in  this  sketch,  without  breaking  its  continuity. 
Fine  abilities  as  a  preacher,  great  literary  powers,  and  the 
skill  of  the  politician  were  blended  in  him.  He  cultivated 
the  young  songstress  of  the  Haven  family,  and  her  state- 
ments show  that  she  became  one  of  his  most  loyal  supporters, 
rendering  particular  aid  in  pitching  the  tunes  in  the  week 
night  prayer  service.  pf  Father  Merritt  "  she  says,  "  was 
one  of  the  best.  He  boarded  at  our  house  until  his  family 
came,  and  always  wanted  I  should  sing  before  we  went  to 
meeting.  In  the  fall  (1831)  he  went  to  keeping  house  on 
Salem  street.    We  lived  on  Main  street,  and  when  I  saw  him 
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turn  the  corner  I  would  get  out  my  book  ready  to  sing  to 
him." 

,  At  some  time  during  this  period  Charles  Newhall'  was 
added  to  the  orchestra.  He  was  a  violin  player,  married 
Nancy  Breeden  and  resided  in  the  house  recently  demolished 
which  gives  the  name  to  Newhall  street,  an  Main  street. 

In  1832  x\sa  U.  Swinerton  was  stationed  at  the  Maiden 
charges.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Providence  conference 
in  1841.  The  following  year  Charles  Noble  came,  and  in 
1834  N.  B.  Spaulding,  who  located  in  1842.  In  1835 
came  Ralph  W.  Allen.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
conference  two  years.  After  a  half  century  of  noble  ser- 
vice, he  returned  to  Maiden,  residing  on  Newhall  street. 
He  died  April  16,  1891,  at  the  age  of  79,  having  spent  58 
years  in  the  ministry. 

Edward  Otheman,  another  man  who  spent  a  half 
century  in  the  ministry,  came  in  1836.  It  was  his  second 
year  as  a  traveling  preacher.  He  died  March  9,  1886,  at 
the  age  of  76.  Dr.  David  Sherman  speaks  of  him  as  a 
man  honored  in  the  conference,  who  traveled  but  a  short 
time.  In  connection  with  a  reference  to  his  brother, 
Bartholemew,  and  son,  Edward  B.,  he  refers  to  his  services 
as  very  great.  He  studied  at  Brown  University,  and  was 
one  of  the  few  graduates  of  a  college  preaching  at  the  time 
of  his  service  at  Maiden.  H.  B.  Skinner  came  in  1837, 
and  was  well  remembered  by  Mrs.  Cox.  He  withdrew  from 
the  conference  in  1841. 

In  1838  the  charges  in  North  Maiden  and  Maiden  had 
grown  so  strong  that  each  was  given  a  preacher  of  its  own. 
Charles  Hayward  was  sent  to  Maiden.  His  appointment 
must  have  been  as  a  supply  by  the  presiding  elder,  how- 
ever, as  he  had  located  in  1814,  and  seems  never  to  have 
rejoined  the  conference. 
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In  1839  came  Stephen  G.  Hiler,  Jr.,  who  in  his  later 
days  returned  to  Maiden,  and  died,  after  having  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  church, 
where  his  charactistic  modesty  prevented  his  doing  more 
than  rising  to  receive  the  welcome  of  his  old  charge.  He 
battled  with  ill  health  most  of  his  life,  but  notwithstanding 
rendered  exceptional  services  to  his  loved  church.  His 
one  year's  pastorate  in  Maiden  was  very  significant  in  its 
results.    In  his  congregation  was  young  Gilbert  Haven. 
There  was  also  the  latter's  cousin,  Erastus  Otis  Haven, 
a   college  boy,    destined  to  become  not  only  pastor  of 
the  church,  but  president   of   Northwestern  University, 
Chancellor  of  Syracuse  University  and,  like  his  cousin,  a 
bishop.    Did  ever  a  modest  young  preacher  have  a  similar 
experience,  of  seeing  two  future  bishops  in  his  Sunday 
congregation?    To  help  himself  through  college,  one  sum- 
mer, Erastus  O.  Haven  accepted  the  duty  of  painting  the 
church.    Had  he  not  been  a  great  educator  and  preacher, 
this  famous  man  would  have  become  a  great  decorator  or 
artist.    There  is  a  kitchen  floor  in  Framingham, — or  was 
within  a  few  years, — which  he  decorated  in  his  boyhood 
days,  with  such  skill  as  to  represent  mosaic. 

Pastor  Hiler  also  had  in  his  congregation  a  young  man 
named  David  P.  Cox  and  a  maiden,  Mary  C.  Waitt.  Dur- 
ing his  year  of  service  he  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship to  these,  with  Gilbert  Haven,  Jr.  and  also  to  Wilbur 
Fisk  Haven,  his  brother,  active  in  almost  every  department 
of  church  work,  until  September  21,  1900.  David  P.  Cox 
lived  to  honor  the  church  for  over  a  half  century  after  he 
joined  its  ranks.  He  was  most  of  his  life  a  member  of  the 
choir,  part  of  the  time  its  leader,  and  long  a  member  of  the 
music  committee.  He  was  a  trustee  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death. 


62 


MALDEN   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


In  1840  came  Moses  Palmer.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  25,  and  it  was  his  third  year  in  the  ministry.  He  died 
March  18,  1850,  at  the  age  of  35. 

In  1841,  came  "George  Landon,  the  brilliant/'  as  he 
is  called  by  Dr.  David  Sherman  in  his  history  of  the  New 
England  Conference.  One  has  but  to  mention  the  name 
of  Landon  among  the  older  members  of  the  conference  to 
arouse  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

So  successful  was  he  that  during  the  first  year  of  his 
pastorate  a  lot  of  land  was  purchased  on  Pleasant  street  from 
Samuel  Cox  and  the  second  church  building  was  erected. 
The  land  cost  $600  ;  the  building  $6,000.  It  was  dedicated 
October  20,  1842,  Rev.  Mark  Trafton  preaching  the  ser- 
mon. The  Mystic  Theatre  now  stands  on  the  site  of  this 
building. 

The  present  church  building  was  erected  in  1875  an^ 
its  history  as  well  as  that  of  the  activities  of  the  Society 
occupying  it  for  40  years,  hardly  belongs  to  a  recital  of  the 
beginnings.  It  may  be  said,  however  that  the  Center 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  its  career  of  nearly  a 
century  has  always  had  among  its  official  members  men 
who  were  connected  with  the  general  life  of  the  church — 
editors  of  Zion's  Herald,  Book  Concern  agents,  chaplains, 
professors  in  Boston  University,  and  supernumary  or  retired 
members  of  the  conference.  Of  its  former  pastors,  three, 
Gilbert  Haven,  Erastus  Otis  Haven,  and  Edwin  Holt 
Hughes,  have  been  promoted  to  the  office  of  bishop ;  and 
it  was  the  spiritual  birthplace  of  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven. 
In  addition  to  E.  O.  Haven,  once  president  of  Northwestern, 
it  contributed  from  its  list  of  pastors  Joseph  Cummings,  to  be 
president  both  of  Wesleyan  and  Northwestern  universities, 
and  Edwin  H.  Hughes  left  its  pulpit  to  become  president  of 
DuPauw  University.    Joseph  Dennison  was  president  of 
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Kansas  Agricultural  College,  Daniel  Steele  professor  and 
for  a  time  head  of  Syracuse,  Luther  T.  Townsend  and  John 
Reid  Shannon  have  been  professors  and  Lauress  J.  Birney, 
a  recent  pastor,  is  now  dean  of  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology.  Daniel  C.  Knowles  was  long  president  at 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference  Seminary,  at  Tilton,  where 
E.  S.  Tasker  is  Ladd  professor.  Many  of  its  pastors  in 
recent  years  have  left  to  occupy  the  largest  pulpits  in  the 
church  at  large,  in  New  York  city,  Baltimore,  Washington 
and  other  centers.  From  its  membership  it  has  contributed 
a  number  to  the  roll  of  the  strongest  preachers  in  the 
denomination,  and  many  sons  are  now  doing  pastoral  work. 

In  the  class  meeting  which  was  the  beginning  of  the 
permanent  Center  church  organization  were  two  young  men 
who  within  five  years  after  became  preachers  in  the  regular 
connection.  From  their  labors  resulted  several  churches 
which  are  prominent  in  Methodism  to-day.  They  were  the 
two  Aarons— Aaron  Waitt  and  Aaron  D.  Sargeant.  The 
name  of  Aaron  Waitt  is  precious  in  Ipswich  and  Gloucester. 
Within  a  decade  of  the  formation  of  Center  church  he  had 
formed  the  societies  in  each  place  and  built  churches. 
Almost  before  his  service  in  Gloucester  was  over  its  one 
parish  had  become  three.  Aaron  D.  Sargeant  was  19 
years  old  when  assigned  to  James  Howard's  class,  and  the 
very  next  year  began  to  preach.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
churches  in  Weymouth  ;  Somersworth,  N.  H. ;  Worthen 
Street,  Lowell ;  and  Stoneham. 

The  average  member  of  the  Center  church  doubtless 
thinks  that  its  only  daughters  are  the  Belmont,  Faulkner, 
Maplewood  and  Linden  churches,  which  together  have  a 
combined  membership  of  over  500,  each  with  a  good 
church  property.  But  a  glance  through  its  records  shows 
that  for  a  long  time  quite  a  group  who  later  formed  the 
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Woburn  church  belonged  to  this  society  ;  that  when  Method- 
ism in  Medford  died  down  from  its  beginnings  in  1822, 
Center  church  established  there  and  maintained  a  class, 
which  continued  for  many  years,  the  final  result  being  that 
under  the  labors  of  Rev.  Joseph  Whitman  there  was  a 
revival,  a  hall  was  hired,  and  the  church  was  reestatab- 
lished.  For  a  time  this  church  took  a  lively  interest  in 
establishing  preaching  at  Glenwood,  from  which  doubtless 
resulted  the  Wellington  church  ;  while  in  very  recent  years 
Centre  church  joined  with  the  church  in  Everett — itself, 
strangely,  an  off-shoot  of  Chelsea  Methodism — in  establish- 
ing the  Methodist  church  in  Glendale. 
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REMINISCENCES  OF  NORTH  MALDEN  (MELROSE) 
AND  VICINITY 

An  address  delivered  by  Hon.  Levi  S.  Gould  before  the  Maiden  Historical  Society, 
May  20,  1914. 


In  a  very  unguarded  moment  some  two  years  ago,  I 
promised  my  good  friend,  the  president  of  your  body,  who 
is  also  in  a  way  a  blood  relation  of  mine  —  perhaps  he  does 
not  know  it,  but  I  think  he  does  —  that  I  would  come  here 
and  give  a  talk  to  you  at  some  future  time.  I  am  going  to 
start  my  talk  by  saying  to  you  that  I  am  a  descendant  of 
John  Gould,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1635.  He  settled 
in  Charlestown,  and  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover  in 
the  history  of  his  life  there,  he  lived  there  near  to  the  present 
Harvard  Church,  in  fact,  under  the  very  shadow  of  Thomp- 
son's square.  He  lived  there  some  fifteen  years,  was  a 
well  known  citizen,  and  took  part  in  public  affairs,  and 
took  part  in  the  distribution  of  lands,  which  I  find  took 
place  at  that  time  in  Charlestown.  Charlestown  then 
extended  really  from  the  Charles  river  to  practically  three 
miles  north  of  the  Merrimac  river,  which  made  a  very  great 
territory,  and  much  of  that  territory  wras  distributed  at 
various  times  to  the  citizens.  At  one  of  these  distributions, 
John  Gould  received  a  large  tract  of  land,  which  would 
now  be  in  the  position  of  Wakefield,  near  Stoneham.  At 
that  time  it  was  called  Charlestown  End.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  discover,  John  Gould,  probably  with  his  wife 
and  the  children,  who  went  with  him,  were  the  earliest 
settlers  of  this  country,  which  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness, 
where  there  were  plenty  of  opportunites  for  business.  In 
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process  of  time  others  came,  and  in  process  of  time  Stone- 
ham  was  a  part  of  that  particular  territory.  John  Gould 
lived  to  be  about  81  years  of  age.  He  was  recorded  as 
having  been  connected  with  the  soldiers  in  King  Philip's 
War.  He  left  a  large  family,  and  that  family  settled 
around  him,  so  that  at  one  time  it  is  said  that  all  the  land 
belonged  either  to  him  or  his  descendants,  or  those  who  had 
married  into  his  family.  A  person  could  start  from  where 
Wakefield  Station  is  at  the  present  time  (that  was  a  part  of 
the  land  granted  to  him  —  that  is,  most  of  the  land  on  the 
westerly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  using  the 
land  upon  which  John  Gould  originally  settled,  and  his 
house  was  built  on  the  highlands  west  of  the  station)  it  was 
said  that  at  that  time  or  afterwards,  when  the  country 
became  somewhat  settled,  and  walk  from  John  Gould's  to 
Spot  Pond,  without  stepping  off  a  foot  of  land  that  did  not 
belong. to  him  or  some  one  of  his  family.  The  house  of  my 
original  ancestor,  the  son  from  whom  I  descended,  was  at 
the  head  of  Spot  Pond,  and  it  was  known  as  the  "Gould 
Estate,"  down  to  the  present  generation.  It  has  been  taken 
by  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  old  house  was  destroyed 
some  years  ago,  but  a  new  house  built,  by  an  uncle  of 
mine,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth  in  which 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Fells  lives.  From  that  house 
one  of  my  great  uncles,  Jacob  Gould,  went  to  the  Battle  of 
Lexington. 

My  ancestor  on  my  mother's  side  was  Francis  Whit- 
more,  who  was  a  very  early  settler  of  Cambridge.  He 
settled  there  about  the  same  time  that  John  Gould  settled 
in  Charlestown,  and  he  became  quite  a  man  there,  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  afterwards  had  a 
mill  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  part  now  known  as  Arling- 
ton.   In  later  life  he  lived  in  Medford. 
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My  father  was  Levi  Gould.  He  was  the  youngest  of 
a  large  family  of  children,  was  born  in  the  center  of  Stone- 
ham  on  a  farm  belonging  to  his  father,  and  early  in  life  he 
made  up  his  mind  he  would  do  something  better  than  work 
on  a  farm  and  make  shoes,  so  he  went  to  Bowdoin  College. 
When  he  got  through  there,  he  came  out  as  a  physician, 
and  he  married  the  girl  who  became  my  mother,  and 
settled  in  Dixmont,  Maine.  There  I  was  born.  When  I 
was  nine  months  old,  he  moved  back  to  his  native  town, 
and  I  have  been  practically  a  resident  of  this  town  ever 
since.  I  have  lived  in  Melrose,  or  what  is  the  territory  of 
Melrose,  71  years.  After  my  father  had  lived  a  while  in 
his  native  town,  he  made  up  his  mind  that  there  was  an 
opening  for  him  at  Wilmington.  Now  the  reason  for  that 
is  interesting. 

When  he  moved  there,  it  was  in  1834,  so  J  was  tw0 
years  old  when  he  removed  to  Wilmington,  in  sight  of  the 
Boston  and  Maine  railroad,  which  had  then  been  com- 
pleted down  to  the  Junction  with  the  railroad  at  Wilming- 
ton. Now  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  (it  was  called 
first,  I  think,  the  Andover  and  Wilmington)  ran  from 
Wilmington  to  Andover  South  Parish  :  then  it  was  extended 
to  Andover,  and  then  extended  to  Haverhill ;  so  that  my 
recollection  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  was  a  railroad 
that  was  not  at  that  time  any  longer  than  from  the  Junc- 
tion at  Wilmington  to  Andover,  when  my  earliest  recollec- 
tion begins.  I  can  remember  the  road  when  I  was  two 
years  old,  and  this  was  two  years  after  the  road  was  built. 
I  recollect  the  cars  and  engine.  The  cars  were  built  like 
a  cab,  and  you  went  in  on  the  side.  They  had  rough  bolts 
and  timbers,  covered  over  with  leather,  and  that  leather 
was  stiffened  with  iron  or  something  of  that  kind,  so  that 
the  cars,  as  they  came  together,  would  strike.    They  were 
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chained  together.  There  was  no  method  of  communica- 
tion between  them.  You  went  in  on  the  side  as  you  go 
into  a  cab.  The  brakeman  sat  on  the  top,  and  directed  the 
cars  from  the  top.  The  engine,  I  remember  very  well, 
was  all  out  doors,  and  the  engineers  had  to  run  their  trains 
out  in  the  open.  The  tender  was  no  more  than  a  flat  car, 
with  a  big  wood  pile  on  it.  They  could  never  exceed  a 
speed  of  over  10  miles. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  say  that  some  years  ago  I 
delivered  an  address  before  a  commercial  travelers'  associa- 
tion, so  that  I  looked  up  the  matter  of  railroading  some- 
what, and  I  discovered  some  letters  that  were  written  by  the 
directors  of  the  Lowell  railroad,  about  the  time  that  they 
made  up  their  minds  to  start  running  their  train,  and  they 
wrote  to  a  person  who  knew  more  than  any  other  man  of 
that  time  .  about  railroads,  and  they  asked  him,  among 
other  things,  what  the  speed  of  the  passenger  train  ought 
to  be,  and  also  the  speed  of  the  freight  train.  His  idea 
was,  I  recall,  that  a  freight  train  ought  to  run  about  12 
miles,  and  that  a  passenger  train  should  not  exceed  about 
15  miles.  That  was  his  idea  of  the  speed  a  train  should 
go.  I  presume  that  at  the  time  I  recollect  (and  I  can 
recollect  from  the  time  I  was  four  years  old,  and  that  would 

be  in  1836  that  portion  was  finished  in  1836)  they 

might  have  had  25  hands  on  that  road.  Now,  heaven 
knows  how  many  they  have,  and  the  few  miles  are  extended 
to  hundreds,  and  hundreds  perhaps  to  thousands  of  miles. 
I  remember,  by  the  way,  in  this  connection,  the  first  engi- 
neer that  ran  on  that  road.  His  name  was  Morrill,  and  if 
I  could  have  access  to  the  books  of  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad,  I  could  prove  what  I  say,  as  I  rode  on  the  engine 
with  him,  when  I  was  four  or  five  years  old.  He  had 
children  of  his  own  about  my  age,  and  he  would  take  us 
up  for  a  little  way. 
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In  1840  (and  this  is  an  interesting  thing  in  an  historical 
way)  my  father  and  my  mother  desired  to  take  a  trip  down 
into  my  mother's  native  place  above  mentioned.  At  that 
time,  there  were  no  railroads  running  to  that  section,  and 
there  was  only  one  way  to  go,  and  that  was  by  a  stage  line 
that  ran  from  Boston  to  Portland.  What  he  did  do  was  to 
drive.  He  hitched  up  a  pair  of  horses.  One  of  us  was  a 
boy  in  arms,  and  I  was  the  oldest,  six  years  old,  but  he 
drove  through  to  Bath  and  back  again.  I  remember  the 
road  very  well,  and  I  have  stopped  at  some  of  the  places 
since  then  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  conditions,  and 
found  them  very  different  from  the  time  when  I  went 
through  as  a  boy  six  years  old.  You  would  be  surprised 
if  I  should  tell  you  we  forded  rivers,  where  there  were  no 
bridges,  between  here  and  Bath.  The  thing  I  remember 
distinctly,  was  that  when  we  got  to  Newburyport  we  came 
across  the  Old  Chain  Bridge,  and  I  remember  that  they 
were  then  grading  the  road  from  Salem  up  to  Newbury- 
port.   That  was  in  1840  or  '41. 

To  bring  the  matter  down  to  my  recollections  of 
Maiden  and  vicinity:  in  1843  my  father  agreed  to  come 
back  to  this  section,  and  settle  here  for  some  reason  or 
other,  but  before  he  came  here,  he  had  heard  that  there 
was  to  be  quite  a  city  built  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  what 
is  now  Lawrence,  and  I  remember  that  he  drove  up  there 
to  see  if  that  would  be  a  good  place  for  him  to  settle  in  or 
not.  He  said  there  was  nothing  there  but  a  dam  ;  that  there 
were  no  buildings  to  amount  to  anything,  and  he  could  not 
see  that  there  were  many  prospects.  So  he  came  down 
and  bought  a  place,  which  is  now  in  Melrose.  It  was  one 
of  the  Vinton  places.  The  Vintons  were  very  early  settlers 
of  this  section  of  the  country,  and  the  Vinton  farm  that  he 
bought  was  the  farm  where  one  of  the  old  settlers  had  died, 


70  MALDEN   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

and  he  had  left  quite  a  sum  of  money.  Among  other 
things  he  left  a  bell  to  the  Baptist  church.  I  think  the 
bell  must  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  church,  in 
which  the  bell  hung,  was  where  the  present  church  now 
stands,  but  at  all  events  I  know  that  he  gave  the  bell.  He 
bought  that  place  in  1843,  and  there  were  60  acres  of  land 
that  are  now  right  in  the  heart  of  the  Highlands,  and  on  that 
60  acres  I  did  more  or  less  work*  and  also  worked  out 
somewhat.  I  very  often  drove  a  horse  to  plough.  He 
bought  that  60  acres  of  land  with  a  large  marsh.  The 
marsh  was  near  the  Chemical  Works  down  below  here, 
and  afterwards  he  sold  it  for  the  same  price  he  gave  for  it, 
and  that  was  $225  (before  any  railroad  was  built).  Every 
farmer  had  a  piece  of  marsh,  and  he  cut  that  the  very 
last  of  all  his  work.  In  cutting  hay,  as  a  rule,  he  always 
watched  the  tops  to  see  when  the  proper  time  came  to  cut 
it.  When  he  did  cut  it,  there  was  no  method  of  cutting 
it  up  on  the  highlands,  unless  you  saw  fit  to  put  some  big 
shoes  on  the  horse's  feet.  My  father,  was  a  doctor  and 
at  the  same  time  had  to  run  the  farm,  as  no  man  could  get 
a  living  simply  as  a  doctor.  He  had  to  cut  the  marsh,  and 
I  was  the  only  helper  that  he  had,  so  I  had  to  go  down 
and  help  him  pole  the  hay  up  to  a  little  highland  that  there 
is  up  there.  We  got  it  all  up  on  the  highland,  and  the 
next  day  drove  the  team  down  to  bring  a  portion  of  it  to 
make,  and  that  day  it  was  very  windy.  My  father  was  a 
very  religious  man  (when  he  came  to  what  is  now  Melrose 
in  1843,  he  was  the  only  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  the  present  territory  of  Melrose)  and  he  was  a 
man  whom  I  never  heard  swear  at  all,  and  I  have  always 
looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the  very  best  of  men  that  I  knew, 
but  that  day,  after  he  pitched  the  hay  up  two  or  three  times 
and  I  was  tr}ring  to  hold  it  up  the  best  I  could,  it  would 
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blow  off  on  one  side  about  as  fast  as  he  could  pitch  it  up 
on  the  other,  so  he  got  discouraged,  and  threw  his  fork 

down,  and  said  :    "  I  wish  every  bit  of  it  would  blow 

away." 

In  1843  there  were  but  very  few  people  in  Melrose, 
about  400,  as  I  remember,  and  there  were  about  35  houses. 
The  people  were  engaged  in  agriculture  in  the  summer 
time,  and  in  the  winter  time  they  nearly  all  made  shoes  in 
the  old  fashioned  way.  Every  one  had  a  shoe  shop,  and 
they  got  all  their  spare  money  that  way.  They  earned 
their  living  from  the  farm  in  the  summer,  their  spare  money 
came  in  the  winter  in  the  way  of  shoe  making.  My  father 
was  not  only  a  farmer  and  physician  (and  probably  as 
good  as  many  of  that  day,  as  he  was  well  educated)  but 
he  was  also  a  shoemaker  and  besides  a  school  teacher. 
We  had  one  school  in  what  is  now  Melrose  at  that  time,  and 
he  taught  that  school,  and  I  was  one  of  the  scholars.  He 
was  very  strict  in  his  discipline  with  me.  He  did  not  give 
me  any  consideration  from  the  fact  that  I  was  his  son. 

He  had  to  do  all  of  these  things  to  get  a  living  in  every 
way  possible,  and  when  he  died,  he  left  nothing,  and  that 
was  a  pretty  good  evidence  there  was  nothing  to  be  made 
in  his  day.    He  died  in  1850. 

There  were  Uphams,  Barretts,  Emersons,  Lyndes, 
and  Greens  in  profusion  at  that  time  in  that  locality.  In 
fact,  there  were  very  few  of  any  other  name.  The  main 
family  as  you  probably  all  well  know,  was  the  Lynde 
family,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  earliest  family  that  ever 
landed  in  that  part  of  Maiden.  Ensign  Thomas  Lynde 
came  there  in  1640,  and  that  really  is  as  early  as  we  have 
any  settlers  recorded. 

The  Greens  came  shortly  after,  although  there  is  an 
indication  that  they  came  before  the  Lyndes,  but  it  cannot 
be  proved. 
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I  owned  a  little  piece  of  land,  which  some  may  have 
heard  about,  near  the  Boston  Rock.  I  do  not  own  any  of 
Boston  Rock.  I  owned  a  piece  on  the  corner  of  Main  street, 
and  Silver  street.  That  land  I  bought  21  years  ago  of 
Deacon  Converse,  after  he  had  procured  the  entire  Lynde 
farm,  and  in  looking  up  the  title,  I  noticed  one  thing,  and 
that  was  that  when  Ensign  Thomas  Lvnde  made  his  will,  he 
described  a  certain  portion  of  the  land  that  he  gave  to  one 
of  his  sons — he  had  two  sons,  —  as  being  bound  by  the 
Green  mold.  That  Green  mold  was  troublesome  for  my 
mother  for  a  good  many  years.  I  could  not  understand 
what  it  meant.  I  finally  made  up  my  mind  that  the  grass 
grew  green  there,  therefore  they  called  it  Green  mold. 
Afterwards  in  conversation  with  a  man,  who  knew  more 
about  Maiden  matters  than  any  other  man  living,  Mr. 
Artamus  Barrett,  he  told  me  that  Green  mold  meant  a 
mold  ricrht  in  the  center  of  a  farm  of  Ensign  Thomas 
Lyndes  that  belonged  to  the  Greens,  but  I  could  not  figure 
it  out  how  the  Greens  could  own  a  piece  of  land  right  in 
the  middle  of  Thomas  Lynde's,  as  he  understood  it,  and  he 
allowed  he  could  not  understand  it,  unless  the  Greens  had 
been  there  before  the  Lyndes  had,  and  continued  to  own 
that  piece  of  land.  There  is  nothing  to  prove  this.  There 
is  no  knowledge  that  the  Green's  came  there  until  15  years 
after  Ensign  Thomas  Lynde  came  there.  The  Greens 
settled,  as  you  see,  up  at  the  Highlands,  it  was  then.  Well, 
of  course,  afterwards  that  was  part  of  the  town  of  Stone- 
ham.  The  school  district  of  Stoneham  was  where  the 
Greens  settled,  and  in  my  boyhood  days,  I  could  find  the 
cellar  of  the  brick  house  that  sat  there.  The  brick  house 
had  been  destroyed,  but  the  old  cellar  was  there,  but  it  is  a 
question  whether  the  Greens  were  not  there  before  the 
Lyndes  came.    There  is  no  way  to  prove  it. 
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There  were  two  Goulds,  who  were  physicians  in  this 
town  at  the  same  time — my  father,  who  probably  was  the 
first  settled  physician  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  of 
Melrose,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Gould,  who  lived  down  here  on 
Gould  avenue.    His  son  is  still  living. 

This  Dr.  Daniel  Gould, — T  remember  him  very  dis- 
tinctly— was  a  very  peculiar  man.  He  was  a  man  who 
enjoyed  dancing  very  much  indeed.  In  the  early  history  of 
the  settlement  of  North  Maiden,  there  was  a  hall  built  up 
there.  The  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  was  built  in  1845, 
and  the  first  train  of  cars  landed  in  Maiden  on  the  fourth 
day  of  July,  1845.  After  that  they  began  settling  up  in 
Melrose  (but  of  course  Maiden  was  the  starting  point  really 
of  something  being  done  north  of  Boston  towards  getting 
the  people  to  settle  in  that  direction),  and  some  of  the  peo- 
ple who  bought  land  out  there  united  together  and  built  a 
building  that  was  very  near  to  the  present  Wyoming  station. 
It  was  a  hall  called  Lyceum  Hall,  and  it  was  a  very  good 
hall  for  dancing  and  for  all  purposes.  It  had  a  basement, 
and  in  that  basement  was  kept  at  different  times  a  seminary. 
First  it  was  a  young  ladies'  seminary,  and  afterwards  it 
was  used  largely  for  young  men,  and  I  had  the  honor  of 
attending  it.  When  we  held  dances  up  there,  Dr.  Daniel 
Gould,  who  had  two  very  handsome  daughters,  was  in  the 
habit  of  coming  up  and  dancing  all  night,  if  it  was  neces- 
sary. It  was  generally  necessary.  The}'  generally  held 
those  balls  until  pretty  early  in  the  morning,  and  that  meant 
usually  dancing  all  night  long.  He  weighed  250  pounds. 
Some  will  remember  that  fact  about  him,  how  much  he 
enjoyed  affairs  of  that  character. 

In  1849  you  had  a  two  hundreth  anniversary  here  in 
Maiden.  Well,  I  was  not  much  of  a  boy  then,  but  I  was 
running  around  bare  foot  in  November  in  1849.    I  was 
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fifteen  years  old,  and  I  remember  coming  down  bare  foot 
to  see  the  affair  and  the  shows.  I  had  no  money  to  go  into 
any  of  the  shows,  and  I  had  no  right  to  enter  the  tent ;  •  in 
fact,  they  would  not  allow  me  to  go  into  the  tent  where  the 
exercises  were  going  on,  but  I  crawled  down  on  my  hands 
and  knees,  and  peeked  in  and  saw  and  heard  some  of  the 
people  who  were  there,  and  heard  some  of  the  speeches, 
etc.  We  also  had  another  anniversary  in  Maiden  in  1899. 
There  was  a  slight  difference  then,  because  I  came  down 
then  as  the  guest  of  the  city,  while  before  I  had  been  only 
a  bare  foot  boy.  I  only  mention  that  to  show  you  how 
the  whirligig  of  time  moves. 

The  old  mill  that  stood  down  here  at  the  outlet  of  the 
pond,  is  well  remembered  by  me,  for  as  a  boy,  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  going  down,  as  other  boys  did,  and  catching  the 
fish  that  ran  up  there,  and  tried  to  get  over  the  dam,  and 
frequently  I  came  down  here  nights  and  speared  them. 
It  was  all  water  where  the  department  store  is  now,  and 
where  all  those  buildings  near  it  are.  In  one  end  of  the 
pond  on  the  opposite  side,  was  the  engine  house,  which  I 
remember  very  well.  It  had  posts  that  stood  out  into  the 
water.  In  1846,  by  the  way,  the  schoolhouse  in  Melrose 
was  burned  and  nearly  destroyed,  and  we  had  no  method 
of  putting  out  fire  at  that  time,  excepting  by  buckets. 
Someone  set  the  building  afire  up  in  the  roof,  and  we  had 
to  see  it  burn  down,  and  then  the  town  of  Maiden  purchased 
an  engine,  and  sent  it  up  there,  the  Andover  engine.  I 
recall  very  well  when  it  came  into  town,  it  came  in  the 
summer,  and  I  with  a  number  of  other  boys  was  down  near 
what  is  now  the  Fells  station.  There  was  a  place  down 
there  where  we  went  in  swimming.  We  knew  that  the 
engine  was  coming  to  town  that  day,  and  while  we  were 
in  the  water  (there  was  a  few  dozen  of  us)  we  saw  the 
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train  go  by  with  the  engine  on  one  of  the  flat  cars.  We 
just  grabbed  our  clothes,  and  rushed  up  the  railroad  track, 
and  dressed  as  well  as  we  could.  We  got  there  about  the 
time  they  unloaded  the  engine.  A  number  of  young  men, 
not  living  now,  crowded  on  the  engine,  and  went  all  over 
town  with  it.  That  engine  company  made  me  president  in 
due  process  of  time,  and  it  was  the  first  office  I  ever  held  of 
any  kind.  I  was  a  very  proud  fellow  when  I  was  elected 
president  of  that  institution.  I  have  run  with  that  engine 
to  the  forests  here  in  Maiden,  time  and  time  again.  I  have 
also  run  with  that  engine  as  far  as  Chelsea,  and  as  far  in 
the  other  direction ;  but  those  were  in  the  old  times  that 
will  never  come  back  again. 

In  my  boyhood  days,  they  used  peat  for  fuel  in  all 
these  towns  about  here,  Maiden  and  Melrose.  I  never  saw 
a  particle  of  coal  in  my  life  until  long  after  I  left  my 
father's  home.  There  were  plenty  of  peat  bogs  up  there 
on  the  farm.  That  farm  is  worth  considerable  now,  the 
land  being  assessed  for  more  than  $1,000,000,  but  he  sold 
it  for  $2,500.  In  1859  there  was  a  sham  battle  with  the 
Indians  —  one  of  them  is  depicted  in  the  picture  presented 
by  Mr.  Turner.  It  was  a  real  Indian  sham  battle,  where 
a  party  of  men  dressed  as  Indians,  and  a  number  of  men 
as  regular  troops,  who  attacked  to  dislodge  them.  They 
started  up  around  what  they  called  Reading  Hill.  Reading 
Hill  is  the  place  now  where  the  cars  stop  at  Franklin  street. 
They  started  up  there  in  the  lower  part  of  Wakefield,  and 
they  fought  all  the  way  down,  and  the  Indians  finally  made 
a  stand  in  the  growth  of  trees  there  near  Dixie's  Point. 
Dixie's  Point  is  the  presentlocation  of  the  Memorial  building, 
in  Melrose.  At  that  time  it  was  surrounded  by  the  pine 
trees  that  you  can  imagine  had  grown  in  this  vicinity.  It 
was  a  long  time  before  the  militia  was  able  to  dislodge  the 
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Indians  from  that  particular  locality.  They  drove  them  as 
far  as  the  Masonic  Temple,  which  is  on  the  corner  of  Main 
street  and  the  old  road  to  Stoneham.  Finally  they  captured 
them,  and  the  fight  was  over.  Charles  Porter,  a  man  I 
knew  very  well,  and  who  died  as  an  old  man  at  the  house 
of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hemenway,  whose  family  were 
very  early  residents  of  North  Maiden,  took  the  part  of  an 
ensign.  Porter  became  a  very  prominent  man.  He  went 
finally  to  Lynn,  and  became  very  wealthy  there,  and  had 
a  very  large  leather  trade  in  Boston,  but  about  the  time  of 
the  trouble  of  the  Civil  War,  he  got  into  financial  difficul- 
ities,  and  lost  his  money.  Porter  street  in  Melrose,  near 
the  corner  where  the  hospital  building  is  located,  is  named 
after  him. 

I  remember  the  Mexican  war  perfectly,  1846  to  1848. 
At  that  far  away  "  date  no  one  ever  saw  a  daily  paper  in 
Maiden  or  its  vicinity  except  under  extraordinary  circum- 
stances when  some  event  of  national  importance  took 
place.  On  such  occasions  a  certain  man  loaded  his  riding 
vehicle  with  papers,  and  drove  out  through  the  towns  of 
Charlestown,  Maiden,  South  Reading  and  Reading  selling 
them  to  such  as  wished  to  purchase  on  the  route.  He 
carried  a  fish-horn  and  at  intervals  warned  the  farmers 
and  others  of  his  coming  by  sturdy  blasts.  On  one  of  these 
occasions,  in  1847,  I  was  working  with  my  father  in  the 
field  when  he  heard  the  horn,  and  surmising  that  something 
important  had  happened  gave  me  the  money  to  purchase  a 
paper  and  I  ran  across  lots  and  intercepted  them.  It 
proved  to  be  an  account  of  some  very  important  event  in 
connection  with  the  Mexican  war  then  in  progress.  I  men- 
tion this  to  show  my  personal  knowledge  of  the  immense 
progessof  the  newspaper  art  during  the  past  seventy  years. 

About  town  meetings  in  Maiden.    My  father  never 
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attended  town  meetings  anywhere.    Maiden  Town  Meet- 
ing commenced  early  in  the  morning  and  lasted  all  day. 
It  was  a  white  day.    There  was  plenty  going  on.  All 
surts  of  games,  everything  else  you  can  think  of,  were 
carried  on  during  the  time  the  meeting  was  in  session,  or 
while  they  were  not  doing  anything.    The  people  were 
outside.     In  Melrose  there  was  a  man  living  who  was 
known  all  over  that  section,  called  George  Washington 
Groove.    He  could  neither  read  nor  write,  but  he  was  born 
in  Maiden.    His  ancestors  were  very  patriotic  people,  one 
of  them  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolution.    He  did  not  know 
how  to  read  or  write  himself,  neither  did  his  wife,  and  he 
would  not  allow  any  of  his  children  to  learn  until  he  was 
forced  to  do  it  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth.    He  said 
they  were  smart  enough  without  it.    He  used  to  drum,  and 
there  was  an  old  fellow  there  who  used  to  tight.  The 
people  would  gather  together,  and  would  march  down  to 
Maiden  here  in  a  body,  and  make  a  fight  for  what  they 
wanted.    At  one  time  they  came  pretty-  near  to  getting 
what  they  wanted.    A  man  by  the  name  of  Green  (he  was 
the  uncle  of  the  Green  who  committed  the  murder  here — 
I  remember  him  well)  ;    came  very  near  being  elected 
representative — within  one  hundred.    I  think  there  were 
representatives  elected  from  that  vicinity,  but  the  North 
End  and  the  South  End  and  Black  Ann's  Corner,  as  they 
were  called,  were  always  lined  up  against  the  Center,  so 
that  if  they  could  ever  get  together  and  agree  on  anything, 
they  were  pretty  sure  to  beat  the  Center  people,  and  it  was 
always  a  fight  to  a  finish,  and  there  was  no  peace  or  no 
harmony  between  the  north  neighbors    and  the  Center 
people,  or  between  the  Center  and  the  South  Neighbors. 
South  Maiden  and  North  Maiden  residents  were  an  agrri- 
cultural  people.    There  were  few  people  in  South  Maiden. 
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They  had  large  farms,  two  or  three  of  them.  The  people 
on  the  east  side  were  always  ready  for  a  scrimmage. 

There  was  a  mill  down  here.  This  was  original 
Coytmore  mill,  the  dam  being  built  in  1640.  I  understand 
it  afterwards  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Odiornes  —  a 
good  many  years  afterwards,  probably  200  years  after  that, 
and  then  afterward  it  went  into  the  hands  of  parties  who 
were  Dyers.    The  dam  is  now  known  as  Mountain  avenue. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1869.  This  dam 
was  sending  the  water  up  into  Melrose  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  the  worst  nuisance  that  could  possibly  happen 
in  that  section.  If  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  we  wanted  to 
connect  a  hole  through  that  dam  and  let  the  water  loose  to 
run  down  to  the  water  in  Maiden.  We  succeeding  finally 
in  getting  laws  passed  through  the  Senate  and  signed. 
The  government  was  to  work  on  it,  depending  upon  the 
assent  of  Maiden  and  Melrose.  Melrose  was  in  favor  of 
it  but  Maiden  was  different.  Maiden  did  not  seem  to  care 
much  about  it.  They  called  a  town  meeting,  and  they  very 
courteously  allowed  me  to  come  down,  and  take  the  full 
charge,  which  I  did.  While  there  was  a  great  opposition 
to  it,  some  of  the  voters  finally  sided  with  me,  and  it  was 
carried  through  by  a  very  bare  majority,  so  that  the 
dam  was  connected  down,  and  we  have  seen  the  great 
benefit  that  has  come  from  it.  We  did  not  get  all  the  bene- 
fits we  should  have,  but  I  suppose  that  sooner  or  later  we 
shall  have  received  the  benefits  that  we  really  needed. 

There  was  one  thing  that  happened,  interesting  in  an 
historical  way.  There  was  a  nail  factory  and  nail  mill 
carried  on  here  in  early  days.  My  father  told  me,  and  he 
knew  the  facts.  It  was  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red 
Mills,  just  over  the  line  in  Stoneham.  There  was  a  little 
settlement  of  Indians  that  had  gone  in  there,  and  their  wig- 
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warns,  and  they  made  baskets  and  sold  them  around  in 
Maiden  and  elsewhere.  They  were  a  hardy  people,  but 
some  men  went  up  there  one  night  from  the  Odiorne  mill. 
They  were  armed  with  guns  that  they  had  loaded  with 
nails.  They  were  probably  drunk.  They  went  up  there, 
and  shot  into  those  Indians,  and  shot  them  terribly  so  that 
two  of  them  died,  and  it  was  a  terrible  affair,  of  course. 
My  father  was  there,  and  saw  the  Indians  after  they  were 
shot,  and  told  me  about  it. 

The  Upham  family  came  to  Melrose  just  before  1700, 
and  they  were  residents  of  Maiden.  They  were  born  here. 
Their  father,  John,  lived  here,  and  he  was  one  of  the  very 
early  inhabitants  of  Maiden,  and  he  was  the  father  of  a 
great  family.    Lieut.  Phineas  Upham  was  one  of  his  sons, 
and  he  was,  as  you  know,  a  great  fighter  during  King 
Philip's  War,  and  was  a  soldier  at  the  time  King  Philip 
was  captured,  and  only  lived  a  short  time  and  died.    I  am 
descended  from  that  man  on  one  side.  The  Uphams  came 
to  Melrose  1700.    They  came  on  the  invitation  of  the  pub- 
lic authorities  of  the  town  of  Maiden.  They  received  quite 
a  large  amount  of  land.  They  settled  there,  and  they  built 
a  house,  and  that  house  is  said  to  be  the  first  house  of  the 
Upham  tribe.    It  is  said  to  have  been  built  in  1703,  and 
probably  it  was.    Whether  it  was  the  the  first  house  or  not 
is  a  question.    I  think  not,  but  I  am  not  going  to  get  into 
any  fight  with  my  associates.    This  is  taken  by  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Melrose.    It  is  one  of  the  earliest  home- 
steads of  the  times  that  can  be  found  in  this  vicinity.  The 
Boardman  house  is  older.    That  is  not  in  the  confines  of 
the  old  town  of  Maiden.    We  are  to  put  it  in  shape,  so  it 
will  be  preserved  for  all  future  time. 

We  had  another  matter  up  there  that  was  of  consider- 
able interest,  and  that  was  the  fact  that  the  timbers  of  the 
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Frigate  Constitution  was  cut  in  what  is  now  Melrose  on  the 
farm  of  Capt.  Unite  Cox.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  a  direct  descendant  from  the  very  earliest 
families  that  ever  settled  here,  and  he  cut  those  that  were 
necessary  for  the  keel,  and  he  hauled  them  with  great 
teams  of  oxen,  over  to  the  Constitution  wharf,  where  the 
Constitution  was  being  built.  There  were  twelve  pairs  of 
oxen. 

Another  interesting  thing  which  happened  was  this  : 
there  is  a  pond  up  in  Melrose  that  is  known  as  Long  Pond, 
perhaps  not  many  have  visited  it.  It  is  up  on  the  east  side 
out  of  the  way,  and  that  pond  has  a  history.  That  prob- 
ably was  among  the  early  settled  portions  of  Melrose,  not 
the  earliest  part,  of  course,  but  among  the  other  early 
settlements  of  Melrose.  They  had  a  mill  there.  It  was 
always  necessary  to  have  mills  near  any  settlements. 
There  was  plenty  of  water  for  a  mill.  They  built  a  dam, 
and  had  a  saw  and  grist  mill  there.  The  main  thing  is, 
that  the  Tudors,  who  were  the  originators  of  the  ice  busi- 
ness in  New  England,  perhaps  in  the  world,  one  of  them, 
built  a  mansion  on  Newburyport  Turnpike,  and  that 
mansion  to-day  is  the  Saugus  Poor  Farm.  It  was  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Long  Pond,  and  they  were  the  first 
people  that  ever  shipped  any  ice  so  far  as  I  ever  heard  of, 
and  the  first  ice  that  they  shipped  was  ice  that  was  cut 
from  water  that  they  brought  down  from  Spot  Pond,  and 
flooded  their  ponds.  That  ice  was  cut  then  over  the  line 
in  Saugus.  They  brought  this  water  down  from  Long 
Pond,  which  was  in  Maiden,  to  make  the  ice.  That  is  the 
first  ice,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  which  was  cut  for  Ameri- 
can shipping  ports.  It  was  hauled  to  Boston,  and  sold  for 
twenty-five  cents  a  pound. 

As  a  boy  I  skated  without  taking  off  my  skates,  or 
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coming  off  from  the  ice,  from  Melrose  Highlands  down  here 
to  Mountain  avenue.  Now,  that  shows  you  what  that 
dyer's  dam  did  for  us  up  in  Melrose,  and  it  was  why  I 
used  all  the  efforts  that  I  had  to  get  it  out  of  the  way. 

When  I  thought  of  getting  this  Dyer's  dam  torn  down, 
I  went  to  Mr.  Gooch,  who  was  then  a  member  of  Congress 
from  our  section,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  would  give  me  a 
hearing  in  the  matter.  He  said  he  would  very  gladly 
investigate  and  that  if  I  was  successful  in  getting  the  town 
of  Maiden  and  Melrose  to  tear  down  that  dam,  he  said  he 
would  see  that  the  Spot  Pond  Water  Company  turned 
over  to  Maiden,  Melrose  and  Medford,  the  charter  which 
he  held,  if  they  would  pay  him  the  sum  of  $50,  which  it 
cost  him  to  get  it.  It  all  depended  upon  my  getting  that 
dam  torn  down.  This  Spot  Pond  Water  Company  was  a 
private  affair.  Mr.  Gooch  and  certain  gentlemen  from 
Maiden  and  Medford,  well  known  citizens,  had  gone  to 
the  Legislature  and  asked  for  the  charter  and  received  it, 
but  when  they  came  to  take  the  thing  up,  this  dyer 
had  them,  because  he  told  them  he  not  only  owned  the 
right  to  follow  the  water  back  up  in  Melrose,  but  he 
also  owned  the  waters  of  Spot  Pond,  and  if  they  under- 
took to  take  the  waters  of  Spot  Pond  for  domestic  purposes, 
he  would  commence  a  suit  against  them.  Mr.  Gooch 
finally  said  the  purposes  of  this  charter  was  to  turn  the 
water  over  to  the  three  towns,  and  he  did  so,  and  that 
action,  of  course  gave  these  three  places  the  benefits  of  the 
supply  of  water,  which  they  received  for  so  many  years  for 
a  little  or  nothing.  Of  course,  the  County  Commissioners 
did  not  pay  any  attention  to  Mr.  Dyer.  He  commenced 
proceedings  against  the  town  of  Melrose,  and  the  other 
towns  for  tearing  down  his  dams.  That  was  tried  out  in 
Court,  and  he  received  what  the  jury  were  willing  to  give 
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him  for  the  dams,  but  he  could  not  get  anything  for  Spot 
Pond.    We  never  paid  anything  for  Spot  Pond. 

One  of  the  teachers  that  I  recall  in  my  school  days, 
was  Miss  Mary  Wood.  Miss  Mary  Wood  was  a  remark- 
able woman.  She  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Henry  L. 
Putnam,  and  was  the  mother  of  all  the  Putnam  family.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  family  in  any  town  that  has  the  real 
native  build  of  that  Putnam  family,  and  a  good  deal  of  it 
must  have  come  from  Miss  Mary  Wood,  who  was  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  Mr.  Putnam,  and  the  mother  of  all  the  Putnam 
children  that  you  know  of  to-day,  and  they  all  have  been 
remarkable  for  their  intelligence  to  take  hold  of  matters 
and  things.  This  Miss  Wood  was  nothing  but  a  young 
girl  when  I  remember  her.  She  could  have  been  but  15 
years  old.  She  lived  in  Maiden,  and  she  used  to  walk  to 
Melrose  until  her  father  objected  because  she  used  to  go 
through  the  woods.  Something  happened  to  some  young 
woman,  and  her  father  decided  she  should  not  go  that  way 
any  longer.  So  she  rode  to  Melrose  while  she  taught 
school. 

We  went  to  a  church  in  Melrose,  that  was  there  in 
1843,  and  that  is  the  present  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
It  stood  between  Main  and  Green  streets  and  that  land  itself 
was  given  to  the  public  by  a  Maiden  man.  He  deeded  that 
to  the  public  quite  a  number  of  years  ago,  when  we  were 
a  town.  I  had  something  to  do  with  town  affairs.  Mr. 
Isaac  Emerson,  who  would  not  do  anything  wrong,  claimed 
that  he  owned  it,  and  tried  to  sell  it  to  the  town.  I  remem- 
bered something  about  that  thing,  so  I  went  over  to  the 
registry,  and  found  the  deed  on  record  that  the  Maiden 
man  had  given  to  the  public  this  land,  as  he  wanted  it  kept 
for  the  church.  The  good  brother  Emerson  never  forgave 
me  for  telling  that  story.    Mr.  Emerson  was  the  big  man 
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in  North  Maiden  at  that  time.  He  was  supposed  to  be  the 
wealthiest  man  there,  and  he  ran  the  only  store,  and  he 
was  the  principal  factor  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  there 
was  a  time  when  he  owned  a  great  deal  of  land,  and  Emer- 
son street,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  resident  streets, 
was  laid  out  by  him  on  his  own  property  after  the  railroad 
came  in  there.  He  left  a  large  estate.  On  the  corner  of 
Emerson  street  and  Main  street  is  the  house  that  belonged 
to  him.  It  was  built  in  1803.  It  is  111  years  old.  When 
I  was  a  small  boy,  I  remember  that  I  used  to  go  and  churn 
for  his  mother  in  the  basement  of  the  house  for  ten  cents. 
I  thought  I  was  making  money  fast.  This  house  was  the 
only  place  in  Melrose  where  there  was  anything  that  could 
be  considered  a  store. 

The  year  1843,  the  time  I  came  to  Melrose,  was  the 
year  that  Daniel  Webster  delivered  his  famous  oration 
at  the  completion  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument.  I  remember 
the  time  distinctly,  and  I  wanted  to  go.  I  was  only  a  boy, 
but  I  had  heard  much  about  Daniel  Webster.  I  had  seen 
that  the  monument  was  just  finished,  and  I  wanted  to  hear 
the  oration  very  much,  and  so  I  asked  my  father  if  he 
would  give  me  the  money  to  go  in  a  stage  (the  only  way 
of  going  to  Boston  in  1843  from  either  Maiden  or  Melrose 
was  by  a  stage  coach  that  ran  three  times  a  week,  going 
in  the  morning  and  coming  out  at  night,  and  this  stage 
was  going  in  that  morning.  The  fare  was  twenty-five 
cents  in  and  twenty-five  cents  out,  and  I  asked  my  father 
if  he  would  give  me  the  money,  and  he  told  me  he  would 
like  to  do  so,  but  he  really  could  not  afford  it,  and  I  know 
that  he  felt  badly  not  to  give  it  to  me.  I  felt  so  bad  that  I 
went  up  on  a  hill  that  is  right  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Highlands  station,  down  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  the  rock 
stands  right  over  it.  I  went  up  and  sat  on  that  rock  by  the 
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station  and  listened  to  the  guns  and  to  the  rumble  of  the 
teams  that  I  could  hear  that  were  going  in  from  this  section 
of  the  country  and  crossing  Maiden  bridge,  which  was  then 
one-half  mile  long.  You  could  hear  the  rumble  of  the 
teams  over  the  bridge  way  to  Melrose. 

In  1861  I  was  sent  on  an  affair  that  would  easily  have 
cost  me  my  life,  but  it  did  not.  I  was  then  in  the  United 
States  Treasury  at  Washington,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  send  some  money  down  to  Memphis,  down  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  where  General  Grant  was  at  that  time,  so  they 
selected  me  to  take  that  money,  and  I  do  not  suppose  my 
life  was  worth  a  ten  cent  piece.  On  my  forty-five  miles  to 
General  Grant,  with  others  I  was  on  a  river  boat  and  they 
blew  up  the  steamer.  We  just  succeeded  in  escaping,  and 
went  home  afterwards.  On  the  way  home,  I  had  a  furlough 
of  three  or  four  days,  and  I  had  to  make  tracks  pretty 
lively,  as  I  wanted  to  come  home  to  see  my  wife,  and  I 
arrived  in  Boston  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  This  was  in 
1861,  and  there  were  no  means  of  getting  home,  out  this 
way,  at  that  time  of  night.  It  was  Saturday  night.  There 
were  no  trains  on  Sunday.  There  was  only  one  way  —  to 
walk  it,  so  I  started  from  the  Boston  and  Albany  station  at 
about  ten  o'clock,  when  I  got  In,  and  I  walked  right  out 
home.  It  was  pretty  cold  coming  across  Maiden  bridge. 
There  were  no  lights,  and  it  was  a  long,  mean  kind  of  a  jour- 
ney for  me.  I  was  armed,  of  course.  A  man  would  not  be 
very  likely  to  go  there  without  being  armed,  and  as  I  came 
along  through  a  wild  and  very  dark  place  in  the  road,  I 
heard  a  dog  coming  after  me,  but  I  could  not  see  anything 
at  all.  I  knew  he  was  coming,  but  I  could  not  see  him. 
I  thought  I  would  protect  myself,  and  pulled  out  my  pistol. 
When  the  fellow  got  near  enough,  I  pulled  the  trigger,  but 
it  would  not  go  off.    However,  he  did  not  touch  me. 
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THE  HARRISON  FUNERAL  CELEBRATION. 

With  Comments  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

The  National  Funeral  Celebration  in  commemoration 
of  the  life  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  called  the  National  Fast  and  occurred 
on  Friday,  May  14,  1841. 

William  Henry  Harrison,  died  on  Sunday,  April  4,1841, 
of  bilious  pleurisy.  On  April  7,  1841  The  Boston  Courier 
published  the  news  of  the  "  Death  of  the  President."  On 
the  same  day  The  Daily  Atlas  under  the  caption  "  Death 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  "  said  :  "  We  received 
yesterday  morning  by  an  extraordinary  express  from  New 
York  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States."  This  news  reached  Boston  about  48 
hours  after  the  President  passed  away. 

On  21  of  May  1841  The  Boston  Recorder  contained 
the  following  :  "  The  National  Fast  was  observed  in  this 
city  on  Friday.  The  stores  were  nearly  all  closed,  and 
the  churches  were  very  fully  attended.  Many  very  fine 
discourses  were  delivered.  Mr.  [Rufus]  Choate  delivered 
his  Eulogy  in  the  evening,  at  the  Odeon,  and  was  listened 
to  by  a  very  large  auditory.  All  were  highly  gratified 
with  both  the  manner  and  matter  of  the  orator." 

The  other  Boston  papers  gave  a  similar  account  except- 
ing The  Boston  Courier  of  May  17,  1841,  which  in  addi- 
tion to  the  account  of  the  exercises  in  the  city  included  a 
brief  paragraph  relating  to  the  observance  in  Cambridge, 
Brighton  and  Brookline. 

Not  a  word  was  printed  in  any  Boston  paper  of  the 
observance  in  Maiden  and  this  broadside,  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  gives  all  that  has 
been  preserved  of  the  National  Fast  as  observed  here  three 
quarters  of  a  century  ago. 
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funeral  Ceremonies 

AT  MALDEN 

—    mo*1  — 

The  citizens  of  Maiden  being  desirous  to  manifest  their 
recognition  of  the  death  of  William  Henry  Harrison, 
late  President  of  these  United  States  on  FRIDAY,  the  14th 
inst.,  being  the  day  appointed  for  a  National  Fast,  have 
made  the  following  arrangements,  viz  : 

The  citizens  of  Maiden,  and  all  others  who  may  wish  to 
unite  with  them  on  that  day,  will  assemble  at  the  Baptist 
Meeting  House  ato  o'clock,  A.  M.  A  procession  will  then 
be  formed  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  Marshal,  Capt- 
Stimpson,  in  the  following  order: — 

Military  Escort,  consisting  of  Maiden  Light  Infantry. 
Chief  Marshal,  with  his  Aids. 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Orator. 
Officiating  Clergymen. 
Committee  of  Arrangements. 
Selectmen  and  other  Town  Officers. 

Maiden  Fire  Department. 
Citizens  of  Maiden  and  its  vicinity. 

The  procession  will  move  precisely  at  10  o'clock,  from 
the  Baptist  Meeting  House  to  the  corner  of  the  Reading 
Road;  from  thence  to  Barret's  Corner,  so  called;  it  will 
then  cross  to  the  Stoneham  Road,  down  to  the  Medford 
Road  to  Main  street;  through  Main  street  to  the  Orthodox 
Meeting  House. 

The  services  will  consist  of  a  Funeral  Oration  and  other 
appropriate  services. 

The  Teachers  of  the  several  schools  are  requested  to  meet 
at  the  Baptist  Vestry  with  their  pupils,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  all  persons  who  join  in 
the  procession,  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  above  the  elbow. 

The  side  pews  will  be  reserved  for  the  ladies,  and  no 
other  persons  will  be  permitted  to  enter  the  Meeting  House 
until  after  the  procession  has  passed  in. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

U.  CHAMBERLAIN,  Chairman. 
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NOTES. 


In  1841  the  Baptist  Meeting  House  stood  in  what  is 
now  the  east  corner  of  the  Salem  Street  Cemetery  and  the 
Orthodox  Meeting  House  stood  on  the  east  corner  of  Main 
street  and  Eastern  avenue.  M  Barrett's  Corner  "  was  formed 
by  the  intersection  of  Barrett's  Lane  and  the  Reading  road 
(Main  street)  near  where  the  Home  for  Aged  Persons  now 
stands.  The  procession  marched  through  Barrett's  Lane 
across  lots  by  Odiorne's  nail  factory  to  the  Stoneham  road 
(now  Washington  street)  down  to  the  Medford  road  now 
Pleasant  street  and  to  Main  street  (Maiden  square).  In 
1841  there  was  no  public  highway  leading  from  Main 
street  to  Washington  street  in  the  vicinity  of  Mountain 
avenue  but  passing  through  Barrett's  Lane  and  on  through 
a  gate  down  a  steep  hill  Over  private  property  was  some 
times  permitted  as  appears  from  the  orders  of  marching. 


THEY  PLEDGED  THEIR  FORTUNES. 


Maiden  Citizens  who  Loaned  Money  to  the  Government  during  the 
American  Revolution,  1775-1783. 


Chittenden,  Isaac 
Gould,  John 


Buckman,  Benja 
Caswell,  Joseph 


Oaks,  Jonathan 
Paine,  Rebecca 
Sargent,  Nathan 


Green,  Barnard 
Green,  Phineas 
Green,  Samuel 
Jenkins,  John 


Sargent,  Solomon 
Smith,  Isaac 


Sprague,  Joseph 
Wait,  John 


Merritt,  Sarah 
Nichols,  James 


Wait,  William 
Willis,  Eliakim 
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THE  DEARBORN  WILLARD  FAMILY  OF  MALDEN. 

Communicated  by  Erskine  F.  Bickford,  Esq.  of  Maiden. 


[On  May  21,  1900,  Mr.  Erskine  F.  Bickford,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society,  donated  the  Society  a  Bible  record  of 
the  family  of  the  late  Abraham  Drake  Dearborn,  M.  D., 
an  old  time  physician  who  lived  on  Main  street  at  the  corner 
of  Belmont  street,  directly  opposite  the  estate  of  the  late 
Hon.  Elisha  Slade  Converse. 

Abraham  Drake  Dearborn  was  the  son  of  Freese  and 
Abigail  (Drake)  Dearborn  and  was  born  at  Hampton, 
N.  H.,  15  Feb.  1802.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Major 
Josiah  Dearborn  of  Hampton  who  occupied  the  ancient 
homestead  in  Hampton  upon  which  his  ancestor  Godfrey 
Dearborn,  who  emigrated  from  the  parish  of  Willoughby 
in  Lincolnshire  in  1639  settled  at  Hampton  about  1649. 

Dr.  Dearbon's  father  was  a  deputy  sheriff  and  removed 
from  Hampton  to  Exeter,  N.  H.  in  1810,  where  he  was 
for  many  years  keeper  of  the  Rockingham  County  jail. 
The  young  man  was  educated  at  Exeter  and  graduated 
from  the  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1825.  He  practiced 
medicine  in  several  places  including  Exeter,  N.  H.,  Saugus 
and  Maiden.  Dr.  Dearborn's  son  Frederick  Merriweather 
Deaborn  was  a  distinguished  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
Navy  from  1862  to  1883.  He  also  graduated  from  the 
Harvard  Medical  School  in  1865,  being  a  classmate  of 
Dr.  Albert  Lane  Norris  of  Cambridge  and  more  recently 
of  Maiden  and  a  member  of  this  Society.    The  senior  Dr. 
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Dearborn  died  in  Maiden,  2  Dec.  1871,  and  the  junior  Dr. 
Dearborn,  died  in  New  York  city,  24  April  1887.  Other 
members  of  the  family  were  the  senior  Dr.  Dearborn's 
wife,  who  was  Harriet  Newell  Willard  daughter  of  Emory 
and  Sarah  (Farwell)  Willard,  who  is  remembered  a  woman 
of  culture  and  refinement.  She  died  in  Florida  between  1885 
and  1900.  Their  only  daughter,  Harriet  Willard  Dearborn 
died  in  Maiden,  28  Oct.  1884. 

Mr.  Bickford  has  three  souvenirs  which  came  from  the 
Deaborn  home  on  Main  street  marked  a  "Tobacco  box  of 
Maj.  Josiah  Dearborn,  1728-1814,  Hampton,  N.  H.,"  a 
"  Tobacco  box  of  Freese  Dearborn,  1778-1862,  Hampton 
and  Exeter,  N.  H."  and  some  "snuff  that  Father  made 
before  he  went  to  keep  the  Gail  in  1810,  at  Exeter,  N.  H."] 

[Willard  Bible  Record.] 
[First  page] 

BIRTHS  DEATHS 

Abrm  Williard  born  Dec.  23,  1748;  died  April  20,  1817. 
Hannah  Willard  his  wife  Jan.  20,  1749  »  died  June  12,  1816. 

Their  Children 

Isaac  Willard  born  Jan?  24,  1779  ;  died  Feb>'  16,  1840. 

Emory  Willard  born  Feb^  12,  1786;  died  Novr  18,  1824. 

Levi  Willard  born  Oct.  15,  1781. 

Emory  Willard  Feb.  12,  1786;  Novr  18,  1824. 

Sarah  Farwell  Willard  his  wife 

Feb.  6,  1787    July  9,  1834. 


9o 


MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Their  Children. 

Evander  Zenophon  Willard  born  Sept.  8,  1815. 

Harriet  Newell  Willard  Feb.  24,  181 7. 

Laura  Ann  Willard  Sept.  22,  1818. 

Emory  Lorenzo  Willard,  July  29,  1820. 

Sarah  Farwell  Willard  Nov.  18,  1822  ;  June  27,  1823. 

Sarah  Josephine  Willard  Jan?  24,  1825  ;  April  24,  1830. 

[Second  page.] 

DEATHS 

Abraham  Drake  Dearborn,  Jr.,  Feb.  12,  1844. 

[Third  Page.] 

BIRTHS  DEATHS 

Abraham  D.  Dearborn 

February  15,  1802  December  2,  1871. 

Harriet  Newell  Willard 

February  24,  1817. 

Their  Children. 

Frederic  Merriwether 

February  28,  1842. 
Abraham  Drake 

Feb.  12,  1844  Feb.  12,  1844. 

Harriet  Willard 

Jany  3,  1847  October  28,  1884. 

[Fourth  page.] 

Abraham  Drake  Dearborn  and  Harriet  Newell  Willard 
were  married  March  7,  1841. 
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INSCRIPTIONS  IN  THE  BELL  ROCK  CEMETERY. 

(Continued  from  No.  3,  Page  74) 
Transcribed  by  the  late  Dkloraine  Pendre  Corey. 


[The  Bell  Rock  Cemetery  contains  the  graves  of  many  of  the  founders  of  Maiden,  and 
of  many  of  the  pastors  and  others  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  Here  is  the 
grave  of  Michael  Wigglesworth,  New  England's  first  noted  poet;  that  of  the  builders  of 
the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  of  Job  Lane,  New  England's  first  bridge  builder,  of 
many  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson's  ancestors.  Mr.  Corey,  with  the  assistance  of  his  son, 
Dr.  Arthur  D.  Corey,  copied  these  inscriptions  many  years  ago,  a  labor  of  love  that 
consumed  many  weeks  of  time.    Since  that  work  was  done  many  of  the  stones  have 


disappeared.] 

Mary  Sprague 
Dautr  of  Mr  Benjamin 

&  Mrs  Phebe 
Sprague ;  Died  June 
ye  30th  :  1752,  Aged 
2  years,  &  6  Mon8. 


Here  Lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of 
Mr  Uriah  Oakes 
Who  Departed  this 
Life  Augst  23d  1752 
Aged  52  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  M™ 
Martha  Green 
Wife  to  Capt 
Samuel  Green 
Who  Departed  this 
life  May  29th  1754  in  yf 
72d  Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  Lyes  Buried  yc 
Body  of  Mrs  Winefred 
Dexter  Widow  of  Deacon 

John  Dexter 
Who  Departed  this  Life 
Decembr  5th  1752  in  ye  79th 
Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Benjamin  Bucknam 
Son  of  Mr  Benjamin 

&  Mrs  Rebeckah 
Bucknam  Who  Died 
Feb1"*  22d  1752  [175  2-3]  Aged 
3  Years  &  10  Months. 


Here  Lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
John  Pain 
Who  departed  this  life 
Feb1-*  the  25th  1753 
Aged  52  Years 


MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Mary  Phebe  Elizabeth 

Lynd  Died  Lynd  Died  Lynd  Died 

July  the  12th  July  the  13th  July  the  12th 

1 753  Aged  1 753  Aged  1 753  Aged 

12  Years.  5  Years.  3  Years. 

The  Children  of  Mr.  Joseph 
&  Mrs.  Mary  Lynd. 


In  Memory  of 
Aney  Tufts  Dautr 
of  Mr  Stephen  &  Mrs 
Kathrine  Tufts  Who 
died  Nov1'  16th  1754 
Aged  3  Years 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Lydia  Lynd 
Widow  to  Deacon 

Thomas  Lynd 
Who  Died  Octobr  ye 
19th  1 755  Aged  70  Years 
2  Months  &  8  Days 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
John  Lynd 
Who  Departed  this  life 
July  the  nth  1756 
Aged  46  Years 


Here  Lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  Mr 

Nathan  Newhall 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Janry  18th  1757  in  ye  38th 

Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Green 
Wife  to  Mr  Phinehas 

Green  Who  Died 
FebrJ'  ye  9th  1757  Aged 
27  years  &  2  Months 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Jenks 
formerly  Wife  to  Mr 
Joseph  Floyd  Who 
Died  June  6th  1757 
Aged  86  Years 

Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Samuel  Sweetser 
Who  departed  this  life 
July  the  1 8  1757 
Aged  83  Years 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Abigail  Waite 
Wife  to  Mr 
Thomas  Waite 
Who  departed  this 
life  March  13th  1759 
Aged  72  Years 
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Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mlss  Abigail  Sweetser 
Dautr  of  Mr  Samuel  &  Mrs 
Abigail  Sweetser  Who 
died  Septr  ye  5th  1758 
Aged  59  Years 

Here  lyes  Buried 
The  Body  of  Elder 
Thomas  Burditt 
Who  Departed  this  Life  . 
Octor  the  15th  1758  in  ye 
76th  Year  of  His  Age 

Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mrs. 
V      Rebekah  Parker 
Wife  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Parker, 
Who  Departed  this 
life  Decbr.  ye.  20th  1758 
Aged  75  Years. 

Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Sargeant 
Widow  to  Mr  Joseph 
Sargeant  Who  Died 
April  ye  9th  1759  in  ye 
91st  Year  of  Her  Age 

Here  Lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of  Mr 
Thomas  Wheeler 
Who  Departed  this  life 
May  ye  19th  1759  in  ye 
53d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Sarah  Sargeant 

Wife  to  Mr  John 
Sargeant ;  Who  Died 
August  the  3d  1759 
Aged  61  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Joseph  Baldwin 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Octor  ye  25th  r  759  in  ye 
68th  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  Lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Daniel  Newhall 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Febr>'  the  3d  1760 
Aged  75  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of  Mr 
John  Willson  Junr 
Who  Departed  this  Life 
May  the  4th  1760  in  ye 
52d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Thomas  Parker 
Who  Departed  this 
life  July  ye  31st,  1760 
Aged  79  Years. 
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Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body 
of  Mrs  Mary  Green  Wife 

to  Mr  Isaac  Green 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Augst  the  6  1760  in  the 
65th  Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 

ye  Body  of  Mr 
Joseph  Sargeant 
who  departed  this  life 
Novbr  ye  19th  1760  in  ye 
71  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Eunice  Green  Wife 

to  Lieu1  Ezra  Green 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Octor  ye  2d  1760  in  ye 
47th  Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 
ye  Body  of  Mr 
John  Sargeant 
Who  Departed  this  Life 
November  ye  26th  1760 
Aged  63  Years 


Here  Lyes  Buried 
J        the  Body  of  MJ 
David  Parker 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Octobr  the  5th  ;  1760 
Aged  50  Years. 


Here  lyes  Buried 

The  Body  of 
MJ  Benoni  Vinton 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Octor  10th  1760  in  ye 
41st  Year  of  His  Age 


In  Memory  of 
Miss  Polley  Porter,  Daugr. 
of  Doctr  Jona.  and  Mrs. 

Hannah  Porter 
who  Died  July  21st.  1762 
in  the  5th  Year 
of  her  Age. 


Here  lyes  Buried 

ye  Body  of 
Mr  Isaac  Wheeler 
departed  this  life 
Decern'  ye  5th  1760  in  ye 
56th  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body 

of  Mri  Tabitha  Barret 
Wife  to  Mr  James  Barret 
Who  Departed  this  life 
July  the  3d  1 761  in  ye 
49  Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 
yfc  Body  of  Cap* 
Samuel  Green 
Who  Departed  this 
Life  Febr>  the  21 31 
1 761  in  ye  82d  Year 
of  His  Age 
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Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Isaac  Wait  Son  of 
Mr  Isaac  &  Mr3  Deborah 
Wait  Who  Died 
July  ye  22d  1 76 1  in  y* 
Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lies  yfe  Body  of 
Mrs  Hannah  Burditt 
wife  to  Mr  John  Burditt 
who  departed  this  Life 
Sept1  ye  12th  1 76 1 
Aged  76  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Phinehas  Sargeant 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Sep1  the  25th  1 76 1 
Aged  59  Years 

Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Burditt,  Widow 
to  Elder  Thomas  Burditt ; 
Who  Departed  this  life 
Octor  the  27th  1 76 1,  in  ye 

76th  Year  of  Her  Age 


Here  lyes  y6  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Sargeant 

Wife  to  M« 
Thomas  Sargeant ; 
Who  departed  this  Life 
May  the  1  Ith,  1763 
Aged  38  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body 
of  Mts  Sarah  Dexter 
Widow  to  M*  Richard 
Dexter  Who  Departed 
this  life  Decebr  ye  24th  1 761 
Aged  Si  Years 

Here  lyes  Buried  y*  Body 
of  Mr  Obadiah  Jenkins 
Who  Departed  this  Life 
Febr>"  the  4th  1762 
Aged  72  Years. 
Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  a  tender 

husband  to  me 
I  shall  lament  my  lofs  so  long 
as  my  life  shall  be 

Here  lyes  y*  Body  of 
M'8  Mary  Wait  Widow 

to  Mr  Thomas  Wait 
Who  Departed  this  Life 

Jan1^  ye  6th  1763  in  y* 

97th  Year  of  Her  Age 

In  Memory  of 
Samuel  Dexter 
Who  died  Sep1 
3d  1762  Aged  2 
Years  &  4  Mont5 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Thomas  Burditt 
Who  departed  this  life 
March  8th  1763  in  ye 
58th  Year  of  His  Age 
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In  Memory  of 
Sarah  Dexter 
Who  died  Sepc 

4th  ll62  Aged  3 
Years  &  9  Mont5 
The  Children  of  Cap1  John 
&  Mrs  Joanna  Dexter 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of  Ensign 
Joseph  Lynd 
Who  departed  this  Life 
March  16"  1763  in  ys 
73  d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  y8  Body  of 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Sergant 

Wife  of  Mr  Nathan 
Sergant  junr  who  died 
Octobr  ye  iS  1763  Aged  28 
Years  7  Months  &  25  Day5 
Also  Nathan  Their  Son  died 
Octobr  yei4thiy63  Aged  2  Years 
2  Months  &  15  Days 


Here  Lies  Buried 

The  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Bayley 
Wife  Of  Mr  James 
Bayley  Of  Boston 
&  Daur  Of  M1  Thomas 
Wayt  Of  This  Town 
Died  Aug5  36*  1763 
In  The  37th  Year 
Of  Her  Age 


In  Memory  of 
Anne  Phillips  Dau!r  of 
Mr  Francis  &  Mrs  Anne 
Phillips  ;  who  died 
August  23d  1763 
Aged  1 1  Months 


Here  lies  Buried 
the  Body  of  Mr 
Nathaniel  Howard 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Decemr  17th  1763  in  y* 
63d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of 
M«  Jabez  Wait 
Who  departed  this  life 
April  the  15th  1  764 
Aged  68  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of 
M'  Isaac  Hill  : 
Who  departed  this  Life 
June  ye  2  2d  1764  in  y" 
42d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  Lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mre  Elizabeth  Payn 
Widow  to  Mr 
Stephen  Payn 
Who  departed  this  Life 
March  14*  1766  in  ye 
97th  Year  of  Her  Age 


MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


97 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Rebecca  Harnden 
Widow  to  Mf  Ebenezer 

Harnden  Who  died 
November  ye  18th  1764 
Aged  Years 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Rachel  Lynd  Dautr  of 
Mr  Jabez  &  Mrs  Rachel 
Lynd  who  departed  this 
Life  Aug.  xSth  1764  Aged 
21  Years  &  10  Months 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Isabel  Green,  Widow 
to  Mr  John  Green  ; 
Who  departed  this  Life 
August  the  9th  1765 
Aged  88  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body 
of  Mrs  Hannah  Green  Widow 
of  Deacon  Joseph  Green 
who  departed  this  Life 
August  the  25th  1765 
Aged  83  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of 
Mr  Isaac  Green 
Who  departed  this  Life 
August  25th  1765  in  ye 
77th  Year  of  His  Age 


In  Memory  of 
Mn  Sarah  Clewley 
Wife  to  Mr  Isaac 
Clewley  who  died 
Junye6th  1766 
Aged  28  Years 
Also  their  dauu  Aged  3  Months 


In  Memory  of 
Sarah  Waitt  Dautr 

of  Mr  Stephen  &  Mrs 
Sarah  Waitt  Who 
died  May  8  1766  in 

ye  4  Year  of  her  Age 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Richard  Dexter,  Son 
of  Mr  Richard  &  Mrs 
Rebecca  Dexter ;  Who 
died  May  9th  1766  in  ye 
10th  Year  of  His  Age 


In  Memory  of 
Mrs  Lydia  Willis 
the  amiable  consort  of 
Revd  Eliakim  Willis 
Who  died  Jan1*  25 
1767 

The    rules   of    true    piety  & 
religion 

Were  her  guide  &  companions 
in  life 

Be  not  slothful  but  followers  of 
Them  who  thr°  faith  &  patience 
Inherit  the  promises 
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Here  lyes  yc  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Sparks  Wife 
to  Mr  Thomas  Sparks 
&  Dautr  of  Mr  Samuel 
Sweetser  Who  [Died] 
Febr>'  [19th]  1767 
Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 

The  Body  of 
Mr  Joseph  Pain 
Who  departed  this  life 
May  ye  16th  1767  in  ye 
35th  Year  of  His  Age 

Blessed  are  ye  dead 
Which  die  in  ye  Lord 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Mary  Sweetser 
Wife  to  Mr  Samuel 
Sweetser  Who  died 
Sep1  the  14th  1767 
Aged  57  Years 


Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
vl"  Abigail  Blaney  Widow 
to  Cap'  Benjamin  Blaney 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Decern"  the  15th  1767 
Aged  65  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of 
Mr  Stephen  Paine 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Janr>'  5th  1768  in  ye 
72d  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lies  Inter' d  the  Remains 
of  that  learned,  Pious,  and 

f aithfull  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  the  Reverend  Mr 
Joseph  Emerson  late  pastor  of 
ye  first  Church  of  Christ  in 
Maiden  who  very  suddenly 
departed  this  Life  July  the  13th 
Anno  Domni  1767  in  ye  68th 
Year  of  his  Age  &  45th 
of  his  Ministry. 
Now  Blefsed  are  ye  Dead 

which  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth  :  yea  saith 
ye  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  Labors  :  &  their 
Works  do  follow  them 
Precious  in  ye  Sight  of  y6  Lord 
is  the  Death  of  his  Saints 


Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Jonathan  Perkins  Son 
of  Mr  Joseph  &  M's  Mary 
Perkins  Who  died 
Octor  the  21st  1769  in  ye 
20th  Year  of  His  Age 

Wrapt  in  his  arms  who  Bled 
on  calvarys  plain 

We  murmer  not  Blest  Shade 
nor  Dare  complain 

Fled  to  those  Seats  where  per- 
fect Spirits  Shine 

We  mourn  our  loss  yet  Still 
rejoyce  in  thine 
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Here  lyes  ye  Body  of 
Mrs  Susanna  Hovey 
Widow  to  Deacon 

James  Hovey 
Who  Departed  this 
Life  Feb'y  14th  1768 
Aged  57  Years 

Here  lies  Interr'd  ye  Remains 

of  Eyra  Green  Esqr  one  of 
the  Deaons  of  ye  first  Church 
in  Maiden 
Who  departed  this  Life 
April  the  28th  1768  in  ye 
54th  Year  of  His  Age 

Now  Blessed  are  the  Dead 

Which  Die  in  the  Lord 
From  henceforth  yea  saith 

ye  Spirit  that  they  may 
Rest  from  their  labour  & 
their  works  do  follow  them 
For  thy  Dead  men  shall  live 
together  with  my  Dead  Body 
shall  they  arise.    Awake  & 

Sing  ye  that  dwell  in  ye 
Dust  for  thy  dew  is  as  ye 
due  of  herbs  and  the  Earth 

shall  cast  out  the  Dead 


Here  lyes  the  Body  of 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Barratt 
Wife  of  Mr.  Ebeneyer 

Barratt  Who  died 
February  the  11th  1769 
Aged  58  Years 


Here  lyes 
Buried  the  Body  of 
Mr  Jonathan  Howard 
Who  departed  this  Life 
May  the  19  1769  in  ye 
77  Year  of  His  Age 


Here  lyes  Buried 
the  Body  of 
Mr  Jonathan  Oakes 
Who  departed  this  life 
Sep1  the  25th  1769 
Aged  60  Years 


Here  lyes  Buried 

the  Body  of 
Mr  Thomas  Shute 
Who  departed  this  Life 
Janry  the  9th  1770  in  ye 
50th  Year  of  His  Age 


In  Memory  of 
Mrs  Hannah  Sprague 

wife  of 
Mr  Phinehas  Sprague 
who  died  May  13th 
1770 

In  the  44th  Year  of  her  age 
She  was  a  beauty  in  her  day 

In  virtue  she  excell'd 
There    was   no    Parson  that 
could  say 
Deceit  did  in  her  dwell 
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JOSHUA  W.  WELLMAN,  D.  D.* 
GEORGE  L.  GOULD 
ROSWELL  R.  ROBINSON 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 
GEORGE  WALTER  CHAMBERLAIN 


Organized,  March  8,  1886. 
Incorporated  February  7,  1887. 


President. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  MANN 


Vice  Presidents. 


Directors. 


Charles  H.  Adams 
Sylvester  Baxter 


H.  Heustis  Newton 
Roswell  R.  Robinson 
William  G.  A.  Turner 
Walter  Kendall  Watkins 
Arthur  H.  Wellman 


George  W.  Chamberlain 
George  Howard  Fall 


George  L.  Gould 
Charles  E.  Mann 


♦Deceased. 
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COMMITTEES,  1913-14. 


Finance. 

George  L.  Gould  William  G.  Merrill 

Arthur  W.  Walker 


Publication. 

Charles  E.  Mann  Sylvester  Baxter 

W.  G.  A.  Turner  George  W.  Chamberlain 

Arthur  H.  Wellman 


Membership. 

George  W.  Chamberlain  Thomas  S.  Rich 

Charles  H.  Adams  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Upham 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Nichols 

Genealogies. 

Walter  Kendall  Watkins  Dr.  Charles  Burleigh 

William  B.  Snow  Mrs.  Alfred  H.  Burlen 

Social. 

Mrs.  Mary  Greenleaf  Turner  Mrs.  Mary  Lawrence  Mann 

Mrs.  J.  Parker  Swett  Mrs.  Sylvester  Baxter 

Camera. 

William  L.  Hallworth  Peter  Graffam 

Eugene  A.  Perry  J.  Lewis  Wightman 

Richard  Greenleaf  Turner 


Library  and  Historic  Collection. 
William  G.  A.  Turner 
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BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

MALDEN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

[Adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  March  13,  191 2.] 


NAME 

This  society  shall  be  called  the  Maiden  Historical 
Society. 

OBJECTS 

The  objects  of  this  society  shall  be  to  collect,  preserve 
and  disseminate  the  local  and  general  history  of  Maiden 
and  the  genealogy  of  Maiden  families ;  to  make  anti- 
quarian collections  ;  to  collect  books  of  general  history, 
genealogy  and  biography  ;  and  to  prepare,  or  cause  to  be 
prepared  from  time  to  time,  such  papers  and  records 
relating  to  these  subjects  as  may  be  of  general  interest  to 
the  members. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The  members  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  two 
classes,  active  and  honorary,  and  shall  be  such  persons 
either  resident  or  non-resident  of  Maiden,  as  shall,  after 
being  approved  by  the  board  of  directors,  be  elected  by 
the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting 
at  any  regularly  called  meeting  of  the  society. 

Honorary  members  may  be  nominated  by  the  board 
of  directors  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  a  two-thirds 
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vote  of  the  members  present  and  voting  at  any  regularly 
called  meeting.  They  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the 
society  except  that  of  voting. 

OFFICERS 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  include  a  recording 
secretary,  and  a  treasurer,  who  shall  be  members  of  the 
board  of  directors.  The  society  may  in  its  discretion  elect 
one  person  as  secretary-treasurer  to  perform  the  duties  of 
recording  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  other  officers  to 
be  elected  by  the  society  shall  be  a  board  of  eleven 
directors,  including  the  officer  or  officers  named  above. 
The  recording  secretary,  treasurer  (or  secretary-treasurer) , 
and  directors  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  society. 

The  board  of  directors  shall  from  their  number  elect 
by  ballot  a  president  and  three  vice  presidents,  and  from 
the  members  of  the  society  may  elect  a  librarian  and 
curator  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary. All  officers  shall  serve  for  one  year,  or  until  their 
successors  are  elected  and  qualified.  The  board  of 
directors  may  fill  any  vacancies  for  unexpired  terms. 

COMMITTEES 

The  board  of  directors  may  elect  annually  committees 
on  finance,  publication,  membership,  genealogies  and  such 
other  committees  as  the  society  may  direct  or  the  board 
deem  desirable. 

DUES 

The  annual  dues  of  the  society  shall  be  one  dollar. 
Any  active  member  may  become  a  life  member  by  the 
payment  of  twenty-five  dollars  during  any  one  year,  which 
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shall  exempt  such  member  from  the  payment  of  further 
annual  dues.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have  discretion 
to  drop  from  the  membership  roll  any  person  failing  to 
pay  his  annual  assessment  for  two  successive  years. 

MEETINGS 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Wednesday  in  March  for  the  election  of  officers 
and  the  transaction  of  other  business.  Regular  meetings 
shall  be  called  in  May,  October,  December  and  January. 
Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  president  at  his 
discretion  and  five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business  at  any  meeting. 

AMENDMENTS 

These  by-laws  maybe  altered,  amended  or  suspended, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present  and  voting  at 
any  meeting,  notice  of  such  proposed  action  having  been 
given  in  the  call  for  said  meeting. 
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MEMBERS  1915-1916. 


Adams,  Charles  H. 
Adams,  Walter  E. 
Ammann,  Albert 

Barnes,  Roland  D. 
Bailey,  Dudley  Perkins 
Bailey,  William  M. 
Baxter,  Sylvester  . 
Bayrd,  Mrs.  Adelaide  Breed 
Belcher,  Charles  F. 
Bennett,  Frank  P.,  Sr.  . 
Bickford,  Erskine  Frank 
Blakeley,  William  Monroe 
Bliss,  Alvin  E. 
Boutwell,  Harvey  L. 
Bradstreet,  George  Flint 
Brigham,  Mrs.  Augusta  R. 
Brooks,  Harvey  X. 
Bruce,  Charles 
Bruce,  Judge  Charles  M. 
Burbank,  Edwin  C. 
Burleigh,  Dr.  Charles 
Burgess,  James  Henry  . 
Burgess,  Mrs.  Ovilla  Bishop 
Burlen.  Mrs.  Alfred  H.  . 

Carlisle,  Frank  H. 

Carr,  Joseph  T. 

Casas,  William  B.  de  las 

Chamberlain,  George  Walter 


.  ^9  Orient  avenue,  Melrose 
.  20  Florence  street,  Maiden 
50  Acorn  street,  Maiden 

Bristol,  Connecticut 
.    121  Linden  street,  Everett 
2  Ridgewood  road,  Maiden 
32  Murray  Hill  road,  Maiden 
24  Spruce  street,  Maiden 
14S  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 
Saugus 

3S  Main  street,  Maiden 
2S5  Washington  street,  Maiden 
.  60  Linden  avenue,  Maiden 
209  Summer  street,  Maiden 
.    20S  Maple  street,  Maiden 
.  21  Concord  street,  Maiden 
Murray  Hill  Park.  Maiden 
S  Forest  avenue,  Everett 
155  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 
.    37  Beltran  street,  Maiden 
W aver  ley 

72  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
72  Mountain  avenue.  Maiden 
.   255  Clifton  street.  Maiden 

Davisville,  R.  I. 
.    242  Salem  street,  Maiden 
95  Cedar  street,  Maiden 
29  Hillside  avenue,  Maiden 
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Chandler,  John  Girard  . 
Chase,  James  F.  . 
Cobb,  Darius  . 
Coggan,  Marcellus. 
Converse,  Costello  C. 
Converse,  Mrs.  Mary  Ida 
Corbett,  John  M.  . 
Corey,  Mrs.  Isabella  Holden 
Cotton,  Frank  E.  . 
Cox,  Alfred  Elmer 
Cox,  Charles  M. 
Cummings,  E.  Harold  . 

Damon,  Herbert 
Daniels,  Charles  A. 
Dawes,  Miss  Agnes  H. 
Dillingham,  William  C. 
Donovan,  James 
Doonan,  Owen  P.  . 
Drew,  Frank  E. 

Eaton,  Charles  L. 
Elwell,  Fred  S. 
Estey,  Frank  W.  . 
Evans,  Wilmot  R.,  Sr.  . 

Fall,  George  Howard 
Fenn,  Harry  W. 
Fison,  Herbert  W. 
Fowle,  Frank  E.  . 
Fuller,  Alvan  T. 

Gay,  Edward 
Gay,  Dr.  Fritz  W. 
Goodwin,  Dr.  Richard  J.  P. 
Gould,  Edwin  Carter 


2  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
20  Crescent  avenue,  Maiden 
no  Tremont  street,  Boston 
.  Tremont  Building,  Boston 
2  Main  street,  Maiden 
2  Main  street,  Maiden 
.  79  Tremont  street,  Maiden 
.    2  Berkeley  street,  Maiden 
48  Glen  street,  Maiden 

80  Appleton  street,  Maiden 

Melrose 

515  Highland  avenue,  Maiden 

191  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
88  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Maiden 
1  Ridgewood  road,  Maiden 
66  Appleton  street,  Maiden 
33  Grace  street,  Maiden 
92  Highland  avenue,  Maiden 
60  Glenwood  street,  Maiden 

44  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
166  Lawrence  street,  Maiden 
136  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 
591  Broadway,  Everett 

12  Evelyn  place,  Maiden 
48  Grace  street,  Maiden 
24  Main  street  park,  Maiden 
321  Summer  street,  Maiden 

81  Appleton  street,  Maiden 

18  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
.    105  Salem  street,  Maiden 
481  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
20  W.  Wyoming  avenue,  Melrose 
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Gould,  George  Lambert          .        .  24  Alpine  street,  Maiden 

Gould,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Lawrence  .        .  24  x\lpine  street,  Maiden 

Gould,  Levi  Swanton     .        .        .  280  Main  street,  Melrose 

Graffam,  Peter       ....  181  Clifton  street,  Maiden 


Hallvvorth,  William  Leigh  .  .  47  Meridian  street,  Maiden 
Hardy,  Arthur  P.  .  .  .  49  Las  Casas  street,  Maiden 
Haven,  Rev.  William  Ingraham,  D.D. 

Bible  House,  Astor  place,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Hawley,  Mrs.  Alice  C.  . 
Hawley,  William  Dickerson 
Hawley,  William  H. 
Hobbs,  William  J. 
Holden,  Arthur  P.  . 
Houdlette,  Mrs.  Edith  L.,  55 
Hutchins,  John  W. 

Johnson,  George  H. 
Jones,  Louis  G. 

Kerr,  Alexander 
Kimball,  Edward  P. 
King,  Edward  Samuel 
King,  Mrs.  Robert  C. 

Lane,  Miss  Ellen  W. 
Lang,  Thomas,  Jr. 
Locke,  Col.  Elmore  E. 
Locke,  Col.  Frank  L. 
Lund,  James 

Magee,  Charles  R. 
Mann,  Charles  Edward 
Mann,  Mrs.  Mary  Lawrence 


37  Washington  street,  Maiden 
37  Washington  street,  Maiden 
.  40  Newhall  street,  Maiden 
33  Converse  avenue,  Maiden 
.  26  Prescott  street,  Maiden 
Botolph  street,  Melrose  Highlands 
20  Main  street  park,  Maiden 

.    613  Salem  street,  Maiden 
21  Howard  street 

10  Holmes  street,  Maiden 
.  88  Summer  street,  Maiden 
25  Garland  avenue,  Maiden 

47  Francis  street,  Maiden 

.  19  Sprague  street,  Maiden 
202  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
37  Alpine  street,  Maiden 

.  219  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
142  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 

24  Pleasant  street  park,  Maiden 
14  Woodland  road,  Maiden 
14  Woodland  road,  Maiden 


Mansfield,  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth      57  Glenwood  street,  Maiden 
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McGregor,  Alexander 
Merrill,  William  G. 
Millett,  Charles  Howard 
Millett,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Millett,  Mrs.  Rosina  Maria 
Miner,  Franklin  M. 
Morgan,  Albert  B. 
Morse,  Tenney 
Mudge,  Rev.  James,  D.  D. 

Newton,  H.  Heustis 

Nichols,  Mrs.  Adeline  Augusta 

Norris,  Dr.  Albert  Lane  . 

Otis,  James  O. 

Page,  Albert  Nelson 
Parker,  Charles  Lincoln 
Perkins,  Clarence  Albert 
Perkins,  Frank  J.  . 
Perry,  Eugene  A.  . 
Plummer,  Arthur  J. 
Plummer,  Dr.  Frank  Wentwor 
Porter,  Prof.  Dwight 
Pratt,  Earl  W. 
Pratt,  Ezra  F. 
Priest,  Russell  P.  . 
Prior,  Dr.  Charles  E. 

Quimby,  Rev.  Israel  P. 
Quinn,  Bernard  F. 

Rich,  Thomas  S. 

Rich,  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  . 

Richards,  George  Louis  . 


Glen  Rock,  Maiden 
.  149  Walnut  street,  Maiden 
.  217  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
.  217  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
22  Parker  street,  Maiden 

127  Summer  street,  Maiden 
.  50  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
65  Las  Casas  street,  Maiden 

33  Cedar  street,  Maiden 

.  92  Waverly  street,  Everett 
37  Cedar  street,  Maiden 
.  283  Clifton  street,  Maiden 

.  9  Woodland  road,  Maiden 

349  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
47  Converse  avenue,  Maiden 
57  High  street,  Maiden 
81  Washington  street,  Maiden 
145  Summer  street,  Maiden 
4  Hudson  street,  Maiden 
340  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
149  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 

128  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 

129  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
411  Winthrop  Building,  Boston 

1  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 

.  65  Tremont  street,  Maiden 
.    65  Judson  street,  Maiden 

.  240  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
.  240  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
.  84  Linden  avenue,  Maiden 
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Richards,  Lyman  H. 
Riedel,  E.  Robert  . 
Robinson,  Roswell  Raymond 
Roby,  Austin  H.  . 
Rood,  John  F. 
Ross,  Alexander  S. 
Rovve,  Miss  Edith  Owen 
Ryder,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Yale 
Ryder,  Dr.  Godfrey 

Shove,  Francis  A. 
Shumway,  Franklin  P.  . 
Siner,  Mrs.  James  B. 
Smith,  George  E.  . 
Snow,  William  Brown  . 
Sprague,  Mrs.  Emeline  M. 
Sprague,  Phineas  Warren,  47 
Starbird,  Louis  D. 
Stevens,  Dr.  Andrew  Jackson 
Stover,  Col.  Willis  W.  . 
Swett,  J.  Parker,  Highland 
Sullivan,  Mrs.  K.  T. 


.   17  Howard  street,  Maiden 
.   13  Harnden  road,  Maiden 
.  84  Linden  avenue,  Maiden 
105  Washington  street,  Maiden 
Maiden 

38  Woodland  road,  Maiden 
.  149  Walnut  street,  Maiden 
321  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 
321  Pleasant  street,  Maiden 

205  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
25  Bellevue  avenue,  Melrose 
156  Hawthorne  street,  Maiden 
Swampscott 
.    79  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
84  Salem  street,  Maiden 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Boston 
213  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
599  Main  street,  Maiden 
100  Waverly  street,  Everett 
ter.,  cor.  Ridgewood  road,  Maiden 
87  Cedar  street,  Maiden 


Tredick,  C.  Morris 
Turner,  Alfred  Rogers 
Turner,  Mrs.  Mary  Greenleaf 
Turner,  William  G.  A. 

Upham,  Henry  W. 
Upham,  Mrs.  Henry  W. 
Upton,  Eugene  Charles  . 

Walker,  Mrs.  Annie  Dexter 
Walker,  Arthur  W. 
Walker,  Mrs.  Clara  Isabel 
Walker,  Hugh  L. 


.    36  Alpine  street,  Maiden 
200  Broadway,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
1  Ridgewood  road,  Maiden 
1  Ridgewood  road,  Maiden 

.  285  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
.  285  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
55  Dexter  street,  Maiden 

16  Alpine  street,  Maiden 
16  Alpine  street,  Maiden 
74  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
.  14  Newhall  street,  Maiden 
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Warren,  Charles  G. 
Watkins,  Walter  Kendall 
Wellman,  Mrs.  Jennie  Louise 
Wellman,  Arthur  Holbrook  . 
Welsh,  Willard 
Wentworth,  Dr.  Lowell  F. 
White,  Clinton 

Whittemore,  Edgar  Augustus  . 
Wiggin,  Joseph 
Wightman,  J.  Lewis 
Wingate,  Edward  Lawrence  . 
Winship,  Addison  L. 
Winship,  William  Henry 
Woodward,  Frank  Ernest 


677  Main  street,  Maiden 
47  Hillside  avenue,  Maiden 
.   193  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
.   193  Clifton  street,  Maiden 
60  Greenleaf  street,  Maiden 
.  19  Bartlett  street,  Melrose 
106  Bellevue  avenue,  Melrose 
.  2  Woodland  road,  Maiden 
55  Clarendon  street,  Maiden 
245  Mountain  avenue,  Maiden 
85  Dexter  street,  Maiden 
.    65  Laurel  street,  Melrose 
.    209  Maple  street,  Maiden 
Wellesley  Hills 
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III 


NECROLOGIES 


FREDERICK  N.  JOSLIN. 

Within  two  years,  three  members  of  the  Maiden  His- 
torical Society  passed  away  who  were  natives  of  the  town 
of  Webster — Judge  William  Schofield,  Mayor  George  L. 
Farrell  and  Frederick  N.  Joslin.  The  name  of  Joslin  is 
familiar  in  the  locality  near  Webster.  The  family  origi- 
nated in  this  country  in  Hingham,  crossed  Rhode  Island 
or  possibly  the  Blackstone  Valley  into  Killingly,  now 
Thompson,  Connecticut,  and  from  thence  spread  into 
Worcester  County  in  Masssachusetts.  One  of  the  land- 
marks of  Webster  is  the  Joslin  House,  for  years  kept  by 
Mr.  Joslin's  father,  as  the  father  of  Elisha  Slade  Converse 
and  his  fathers  before  him  kept  the  Converse  Tavern  in 
the  neighboring  Thompson  Parish  in  Killingly.  Maiden 
owes  much  to  this  region,  for  to  the  names  mentioned 
above  should  be  added  that  of  Col.  Charles  L.  Dean,  our 
lamemted  former  mayor  and  senator,  born  on  Ashford, 
and  for  many  years  engaged  in  business  in  Thompson  and 
Stafford  Springs. 

Mr.  Joslin  died  October  19,  1914,  after  a  long  illness, 
at  the  age  of  48  years.  While  well  known  in  Maiden,  this 
fact  was  not  due  to  his  having  been  active  in  public  or 
social  life,  but  to  his  being  the  head  of  the  great  depart- 
ment store  which  has  long  borne  his  name.  To  this,  until 
a  few  months  before  his  death,  he  gave  himself  with  an 
absolute  devotion ;  he  won  success  because  he  determined 
to  deserve  it,  but  he  won  it  at  the  expense  of  his  personal 
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comfort,  his  health  and  his  life.  Naturally  retiring  and 
unassuming,  he  did  not  lack  public  spirit,  but  his  view  of 
what  public  spirit  meant  in  his  case  was  to  build  for  the 
people  of  Maiden  a  trade  center  which  should  rival  the 
great  department  houses  of  Boston,  and  this  ambition  he 
realized. 

Mr.  Joslin  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Webster  and  in  Phillips  Andover  Academy.  His  early 
dry  goods  experience  was  in  the  house  of  Coleman  Mead 
and  Company,  where  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  L.  B. 
Lewis,  with  whom  he  formed  a  partnersip  in  1891,  the  firm 
purchasing  the  dry  goods  store  of  G.  E.  Tufts,  which  has 
through  their  enterprise  grown  to  be  the  largest  of  its  class 
in  the  Metropolitan  district,  outside  of  Boston  itself.  He 
became  active  in  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  was  a  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  a  trustee  and  a  member  of  the 
investment  committee  of  the  Maiden  Savings  Bank.  In 
these  positions,  as  well  as  in  the  conduct  of  his  great  busi- 
ness, he  proved  himself  a  substantial  business  man,  and 
in  every  sense  a  good  citizen.  A  large  circle  of  friends 
and  business  associates  deplored  the  breaking  of  his  health 
and  hoped  for  a  recovery  that  was  not  to  come. 

With  his  family,  he  attended  St.  Paul's  Episcopal 
church.  He  married  Emma  F.  Evans  of  Maiden  March 
7,  1894,  who  with  a  daughter,  Freda,  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  Joslin  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Chester  M.  Elliott,  both 
of  Putnam,  Conn.,  survive  him. 


JOSHUA  HOWARD  MILLETT. 

Among  the  Mayflower  descendants  who  have  lived  in 
Maiden  few  have  more  truly  honored  their  ancestry  than 
Joshua  Howard  Millett,  long  a  member  of  this  Society, 
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who  died  at  his  home  in  this  city  October  14,  1914.  Mr. 
Millett  was  a  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  Chilton  (who  signed  the  May- 
flower compact  in  the  harbor  of  Provincetown  and  soon 
after  died),  the  young  woman  who  has  for  nearly  three 
hundred  years  had  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  step  on 
Plymouth  Rock.  His  father,  Joshua  Millett,  belonged  to 
that  branch  of  the  family  of  Thomas  Millett  of  Gloucester 
which  emigrated  from  Cape  Ann  to  the  District  of  Maine 
in  early  days.  Thomas  Millett  appears  to  have  settled 
first  in  Dorcester  in  1633,  later  going  to  Gloucester,  where 
he  was  for  a  time  the  preacher  in  the  church  at  Cape  Ann, 
then  moving  to  Brookfield  and  returning  to  Gloucester  to 
spend  his  last  days.  He  lived  at  Kettle  Cove,  now  the 
flourishing  summer  resort  known  as  Magnolia,  and  one  of 
his  last  known  descendants  was  Judith  Millett,  who  taught 
the  older  generation  of  Cape  Ann  their  letters,  and  as  the 
village  schoolmistress,  was  wont  to  take  her  pupils  to  a 
beautiful  oak  grove  for  picnics  —  the  grove,  now  sadly 
denuded  of  its  magnificent  oaks,  having  ever  since  borne 
the  name  of  "Judy  Millett's  Parlor."  Mr.  Millett' s  mother 
was  Sophronia  Howard,  sixth  in  line  from  John  Howard, 
who  joined  the  Plymouth  Colony  in  1643,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  his  descendants, 
bearing  either  the  name  Howard  or  Hayward,  being  very 
numerous  in  the  Old  Colony,  as  well  as  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Millett  was  born  in  Cherryfield,  Maine,  March  17, 
1842.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wayne, 
Maine,  at  Hebron  Academy,  and  at  Waterbury  College 
(now  Colby  University),  where  he  graduated  in  1867,  later 
being  given  the  degree  of  A.  M.  Coming  to  Boston,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  Isaac  F.  Redlield,  formerly 
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chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont,  and  a  great 
authority  and  writer  on  legal  subjects,  whose  associate  was 
William  A.  Herrick.  Like  many  another  promising  young 
man,  he  proved  that  the  active  work  of  the  office  was 
his  best  preparation  for  success,  and  on  December  15,  1870, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Suffolk  bar,  being  admitted  to  the 
firm  a  year  later.  The  partnership  of  Redfield,  Herrick 
and  Millett  continued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Redfield  in 
1876,  after  which  the  practice  was  continued  by  his  surviv- 
ing partners.  Mr.  Millett's  admission  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  occurred  in  1885  ;  and  Mr.  Herrick  dying 
the  following  year,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Ralph  W. 
Foster  which  continued  to  1898. 

Meanwhile,  the  business  instincts  which  must  have 
made  him  a  most  valuable  counselor  to  clients  interested 
in  mercantile  or  manufacturing  affairs,  had  led  him  to 
engage  in  several  large  enterprises,  notable  the  Crosby 
Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Company,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  nearly  forty  years.  Becoming  interested  in 
politics,  he  represented  Maiden  in  the  General  Court  in 
1884  and  1885,  being  on  the  committee  on  mercantile 
affairs,  and  during  his  service  interesting  himself  particu- 
larly in  the  pilotage  laws  of  the  State,  which  still  bear 
evidence  of  his  painstaking  efforts  for  their  modification 
and  improvement.  The  committee  gave  fourteen  hearings, 
and  the  bill,  drafted  by  Mr.  Millett,  was  passed  with  very 
slight  amendment.  As  was  appropriate,  he  also  served  on 
the  judiciary  committee  and  the  committee  on  metropolitan 
police. 

Mr.  Millett  married  Rosina  M.  Tredick  June  19,  1867, 
and  soon  after  came  to  Maiden,  making  his  home  on 
Parker  street.  From  his  coming,  he  interested  himself  in 
the  social  and  corporate  affairs  of  the  town  and  city.  For 
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five  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and 
he  was  also  a  trustee  of  the  public  library  and  the  park 
commission.  He  was  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  that 
framed  the  city  charter,  and  doubtless,  had  he  shown  any 
disposition  to  actively  push  his  candidacy,  his  name  would 
have  been  enrolled  as  one  of  our  earliest  mayors.  Mr. 
Millett's  qualities  were  substantial  rather  than  spectacular, 
but  his  sterling  character  and  reliability  made  him  con- 
stantly sought  for  service  on  important  committees  and 
commissions,  and  as  the  guiding  spirit  in  large  enterprises. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the  Maiden 
Home  for  Aged  Persons,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member. 
He  was  a  member  of  Maiden  Lodge  of  Masons,  of  Beausant 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association  and  the  B.  K.  E.  of  Colby  University.  His 
widow,  a  son,  Charles  Howard  Millett  and  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Alfred  B.  Carhart  of  Winchester,  survive  him. 

Mr.  Millett  had  an  interesting  Revolutionary  ancestry. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Massachusetts  Society  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  25  April,  1889  — Slx  days  after  the 
organization  of  the  aforesaid  society.  His  record  :  "  The 
son  of  Joshua  and  Sophronia  (Howard)  Miller,  grandson 
John  and  Sally  Millet;  great  grandson  of  Thomas  and 
Eunice  Millet.  His  great  grandfather,  Thomas  Millet, 
joined  the  army  at  Cambridge  about  June  1,  1775,  from 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  remained  with  it  until  after  the 
battle  of  Trenton,  December,  1776;  then  after  his  return 
shipped  as  a  marine  on  board  the  Continental  ship,  Han- 
cock, Capt.  Manly,  April,  1777  ;  was  captured  by  the 
British  and  after  varied  experiences  was  exchanged, 
September,  1778.    He  died  in  1823,  a  pensioner. 
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WELLINGTON  PHILLIPS. 

America  owes  much  to  the  Phillips  family.  Beginning 
with  Rev.  George  Phillips,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Water- 
town  church  and  on  through  his  descendants,  the  founders 
of  Phillips  Exeter  and  Phillips  Andover  academies,  and 
the  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  John  Phillips,  the  first 
mayor  of  Boston,  and  his  son,  Wendell  Phillips,  and 
Bishop  Phillips  Brooks,  all  have  honored  the  name.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Wellington  Phillips,  belonged  to  a 
branch  of  the  family  which  established  itself  in  the  District 
of  Maine,  and  he  was  born  in  Norrigewock,  in  1855,  being 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  town  and  in  North 
Anson  Academy.  He  came  to  Boston  in  1872,  entering 
the  clothing  business  at  Old  Oak  Hall,  in  North  street.  Thir- 
teen years  later  he  established  the  tailoring  firm  of  Bartel 
&  Phillips.  While  in  Oak  Hall  he  was  given  important 
positions,  being  in  charge  of  contract  work  for  military 
and  other  uniforms,  and  similar  duties. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  an  active,  pushing  man,  and  one 
who  made  many  friends  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  mem- 
bership in  the  large  number  of  organizations  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  saw  a  good  deal  of  service  in  the  City 
Government.  For  a  time  he  served  Ward  One  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  and  later,  having  moved  into 
Ward  Four,  he  was  returned  to  the  Common  Council  for 
that  constituency.  He  was  a  good  debater,  and  constantly 
participated  in  the  discussions  of  that  body,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Maiden  Deliberative  Assembly,  of  which  he 
was  long  a  member.  He  was  active,  also,  in  the  Univer- 
salist  church. 

Among  the  organizations  to  which  he  belonged  were 
Maiden  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  also  a  district  deputv, 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge  of  Masons,  the  Fusileer  Veterans,  the 
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Maiden  Club,  the  Melrose  Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of 
which  he  was  a  past  patron,  Middlesex  Encampment,  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Canton  Maiden  and  the  Maine  Club. 

Mr.  Phillips  married,  November  7,  1889,  Clara 
Savage,  and  besides  her,  left  two  daughters,  Irene  A.  and 
Marion  A.,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers. 
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